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DO WE NEED TO CHANGE "CHURCH?"

| want to thank everyone who helped make my 50" birthday very special. | was
surprised by the baby picture and cake that was shared on the morning of
Sunday, August 15", Then, that afternoon, | was hijacked by a number of you
for a wonderful celebration. Thanks to everyone who made this a birthday |
will not soon forget!

| spent my birthday flying to Canada to spend a week fishing and reflecting on the
beauty of God'’s creation. I’'m writing this from Jim Dye’s cabin outside of Kenora,

Ontario. The weather has already turned to fall, but I’'m looking forward to some

good fishing and a chance to get caught up on some reading. I'm also working on

my sermon series that will begin on September 12",

I’'m calling this series “ReThink Ridge,” but it might just as well be called “Rethink
Church.” I am very loosely basing the series on a book that we will be studying
on Wednesday nights by Bishop Robert Schnase called “Five Practices of Fruitful
Congregations.” The Bishop suggests that there are five things churches need to
do effectively if they want to be successful. Personally, | think his approach is too
simplistic, but it will provide a good starting point. The premise of this sermon
series is that the church must change if it wants to be relevant in the coming
years. | am convinced the church is at a crossroads, and if we want to continue to
reach people with the message of Jesus Christ, we need to examine how we
present and articulate that message. What do we do? What do we like and
dislike about church? How do our preferences compare with people who do not
go to church? Is there common ground? Do we need to change some things that
we do?

To make this sermon series successful, | need your help. | will be sending out a
guestionnaire that | need you to honestly answer. | would love for you to share it
with friends who don’t go to church and seek their answer, too. | don’t remember
ever being as excited about a
sermon series. Be sure to
join us beginning Sept. 12th,
and | hope you’ll bring along
your friends to help me as
we re-think Ridge.

See you Sunday!

Pastor Steve
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...with our children

CONNECTING
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Vacation Bible School was a huge success this year. We averaged
more than 100 children i from 3 years old to 6th grade i each day.

Ay,
With all our wonderful adult and youth volunteers, all the children X
had lots of special care and a great time.

Some of the childrends favorite . ts i nc® ude
0O Awe s 0 me aBGdwadtbhingthe o Ment os Geyser
Ex per i meimgtsdence time. And all week long, we all
wor ked together to make a difference in car@®ng
green. 0 Each day, we had a special collectig@n c
collected:

G 158 used bath and hand towels for the Humane Society

G 18 pounds of pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House

G 4 gallon -size bags of plastic bottle caps

G 100+ pairs of used athletic shoes

G Many used toys, books, games and clothes for Good Will

G $140 for Children of Abraham, an organization that ships medical equipment

and supplies to hospitals in dozens of countries in need around the world

During VBS we experienced many new places, ideas, crafts, food, fun, fellowship, and
most of all we learned that our God is wonderful, incredible, amazing, magnificent,
and awesome! Praise God!
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We have something just for kids @ WWE
Join us each week from 6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m.

i AnMol |y Pi ckens and t he Rvél itrangport Da y
; & elementary-age children into the odyssey of the Fantastic World. This
M%m 10-week, video-based adventure follows Molly Pickens and a cast of

unforgettable characters as they discover faith in Jesus and unlock the
UNLOCK THE SYSTERIES

e power ful mysteries of Christds | ove
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We are looking forward to another
exciting year at Ridge Community
Preschool!

Just prior to the start of school on

September 7 ™, our 4 -day Pre -

Kindergarten class was completely

full, with 16 students, and our 2 dand

3day cl asses were nearly ful
see many familiar faces as students return from
last year, and many new faces.

Our first field trip will be coming up quickly after
school begins. Wedl |l be

County Park to learn about Johnny Appleseed.
@Weél | also be doing | ots

We are also in need of the following items, and welcome

donations of:
Bikes
Wagons
Sturdy riding toys (in good condition)
Books appropriate for preschool and kindergarten -age
children, but please no super -hero or TV books unless they
are Sesame Street, Clifford, Dora the Explorer, or Arthur

A special thank -you goes out from the preschool staff to Ridge
Church for all that has been done to make this a great school
year! We appreciate you so much!
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EISH ERY.
Eniday;, Sept. 1.7
A5, e 7 prm.

The menu will
include pereh,
coleslaw; a side
dishy, and yummy:
desserts!

Kitdos meal s wi ||

Donations of $9 for adults or $4 for
children (ages 4 to) 10)

Tickets willflbe seld after each
Sunday senvice, at the door; or call
the ehureh at 8381 -4770

FLU SHO

from their physician for children ages 9 to 13.

T CLINIC SEPT. 26 ™

Ridge Church will host a Flu
Vaccination Clinicas a service to
¢ our members and our community.
$" Stop by Room 106 on Sunday, Sept.
26, before or after each service. A
professional health care worker will
be here to give flu shots beginning at 8 a.m. and
ending at 1 p.m. Vaccinations are free for those who
present a Medicare card—all others can pay with
cash or checks. Parents must have a prescription

@

8 p.m. beginning Sept. 19. Please register
prior to this class to ensure that we have
enough materials. i.tugents will need a good
StudyBible, afid'Scholarships are dualable. If
you have questions, contact Pastor Steve. If

you want to register, let the office know.

WWE

Wonderful Wednesday Evenings begin on
Sept. 22nd. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m.,
with a suggested donation of $5 for adults
and $2.50 for
children. We'll
be following
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v Nestled in the northwest is a quaint little town with quirky residents who are
: proud to call it home. Lumby has the oldest apple tree in the county, and
the smallest bank in the state. When an East Coast couple move in and turn
& an old abbey into an i nn, some of Lumby
i o f f Or t S . | f you | oved the old TV series
@® Fraser is for you! Join the discussion of this light -hearted tale on Monday,
Sept. 20 at 7 p.m.

Golf & picnic 9 the perfect combination

Come spend an autumn day golfing with friends followed by a picnic in the park on
Saturday, Sept. 25. The Ridge Monday Night Golf League is hosting thihilrch outing A
at Wicker Park Golf Course, and all church members and guests are invited. Golf woll ¢4
with a shotgun start at 10 a.m., and the picnic will follow at 2:30 p.m. in picnic area #1.

Golf is fourmember team best ball. The green and cart fee is $32 per player. You may request your own
foursome, or be assigned to one. This outing is open to all, so if you enjoy golf, come out and play! Plus, you
don’t have to golf to attend the picnic. All drinks, meat, paper items, and eating utensils will be supplied by the
golf league. You are welcome to bring a side dish or dessert to share (optional).

Please see Larry Temple or Dave Miller if you have any questions. If you plan to attend (and we hope for a great
turnout) please register on the sigop sheet on the bulletin board across from Holly’s office.

Dear Volunteers of RUMC, Dear Ridge Church,

Thank you so much for welcoming Words cannot express how
our grandchildren to your summer Bible grateful we are to be able to meet in
School, it was again a wonderful your warm and welcoming church! On
experience for all t hr ee behaltohourschildren ar@ patents,
smiles on your effort! thank you very much!

Sincerely, Sincerely,

Susan Thon Linda Smith, Nordikids

Ridge Church,

Thank you so much for the
breakfast and DVD (for graduation). It
really means a lot to have support and
love from my Ridge family.

Michael Brandner
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5 weeks, 9 ways
to "do” church
through local
missions

You can put your faith into action
during Pastor Steve’s five-week
“ReThink” sermon series. We've
scheduled nine different service
projects on five Saturdays, from
Sept. 18 to Oct. 16, with
something for everyone (see the
list at right). You're not good with
a hammer and nails? Then how
about spending a morning on
Lake Michigan, cleaning the
beach? Or visiting our home-
bound members at Hartsfield
Care Center?

Let’s show our community how
to extend radical hospitality and
extravagant generosity. Let’s
show each other what it looks
like when we worship
passionately, take risks, and
serve others through mission.

Let’s start by welcoming our
neighbors on Sunday, Sept. 12
to our Community Coolout.
Let’s celebrate Ridge a different
way this falll

RETHINKING

WHAT IF
WEREN"T JUST .
BUT SOMETH
WOULD Y(

September 18

LARR+Join a team of workers to restore homes affected by
the floods of 2008. Projects will include hanging drywall,
painting, installing trim, doors, windows, or flooring. Homes
will be located in Gary, Merrillville, East Chicago, or
Hammond.

HARTSFIEERVisit residents for an afternoon and let them
know you care.

September 25

INTERNATIONAL COASTAEANUP AT DUNESpend a fall
morning'at the Dunes removing trash from the shore. Last
year, volunteers removed more than 30,000 pounds of trash
from Great Lakes beaches.

October 2

LARR+ANother chance to restore regiorarea homes.

FOOD BANK OF NORTHWEST INB+AdA can be a link to

providing hunger relief through a network of 100 community
agencies across Lake and Porter Counties. This indoor project

More information about these projects and signp she

entrance. We’re looking for a great turnc

Page 6

THE CONNECTION



RIDGE CHURCH

CHURCH More about LARRI
I A Formed shortly after the floods that
A P CE To Go’ devastated the region in 2008,
ING WE DO? Lakeshore Area Regional Recovery
of Indiana (LARRI) restores homes to
)U COME? safe, sanitary, and secure standards.

So far, more than 4,500 volunteers
have helped hundreds of

will involve sorting and o} ga mdméoiviarggetbadiotdltheir n t h
Gary warehouse, where millions of pounds of food are homes. But hundreds more need
distributed every year to local food,pantries, daycares, soup help, and LARRI is counting on you,
kitchens and shelters. especially this fall. “We really rely on

church volunteers to pick up the

slack from the drop in workers after
OCtOber 9 summer and keep the momentum
LARRHAnNother chance to restore regiorarea homes. going,” says Rhonda Carlson,

volunteer coordinator at LARRI.

CHILDREN OF ABRAHATis interfaith, non-profit
organization depends on volunteers like you to help

relieve suffering around the world by sending free More abOUt the
medical supplies and equipment to areas where need is .
critical. In the local warlleholnternation@dnster,
sort and package supplies, or maybe load a shipping
container bound for Haiti, Africa, or some other CoaStaI Cleanup
destination. This year, Ridge Church will be the
on-site coordinator at Porter
October 16 Beach part of the Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore located just
LARR+AnNother chance to restore regiorarea homes. east of Dunes State Park, for the
annual International Coastal
HUMANE SOCIETY OF NORTHWEST INB{ANA Cleanup Day. Gloves, trash bags,
perfect project for animal lovers! You might be walking and check lists (yes, you will have
dogs, cleaning cages, or sorting laundry. to count the items you collect) will
be provided.

ets can be found on entryway bulletin boards by each
yut as we help care for our neighbors!
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...with our youth

CONNECTING

Finding God in Cherokeet

Ridge Youth learned firsthand the week of July 17 to 24 that God
can be found, seen, and felt in many places when they traveled to
Cherokee, N.C. for the senior high mission trip.

More than 20 Ridge volunteers worked through TeamEffort to repair a house
that had been damaged by fire and was completely gutted. The first day of
work brought rain in the morning, and TeamEffort’s group leaders feared no
work could be done because sheets of drywall that needed to go up inside
were outside under a tarp. However, Ridge youth wouldn't stand for that.
There was plenty of old insulation that needed to be stripped from the inside
walls, and new insulation that could be put in. When the skies cleared, the dry-
walling process started. And God began to be revealed to us at this house, which was
at the end of a long, winding hill in the middle of nowhere in the Smoky Mountains.

As the work days went on, it became fairly easy to feel
God’s embrace. Ridge was joined at the worksite by
another team of volunteers who were from another
part of North Carolina. Here were 30 people in sweat-
drenched shirts, all helping someone they didn’t even
know, working together to serve God. But perhaps
God was felt strongest during our last night in
Cherokee. The Ridge Youth circled around a tiki torch
placed in the middle of the lawn on Western Carolina
University’s campus and discussed their feelings about
the week. After, many stuck around to look at the

: stars in the night sky and listen to all the insects in a serene moment
of meditation. Most probably never thought God would be revealed
to them through a cricket’s voice as they sat in a grassy knoll without
cell phone reception. But you know what they say, God can be found,
seen, and felt anywhere.

Reported by Robby Howard
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MORE YOUTH NEWS:
IMPORTANT CONFIRMATION DATES

e Youth & Parent Meeting, Wednesday, Sept. 8
at 6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room

e Confirmation Mentor Meeting, Wednesday,
Sept. 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room

Confirmation for the 2010 -2011 school year is
ready to start. There will be a parent and youth
meeting on Sept. 8, and a schedule will be
provided. We will also discuss expectations and
requirements for the Confirmation Class. If you
have a youth in 7th or 8th grade or high school,
you can sign them up for Confirmation. Please
contact pastor Nathan to do so.

RETHINKING YOUTH MINISTRY

Youth Group is already off and running for the
year! As we ReThink Ridge this fall, we are also
rethinking youth ministry. We now have two
groups meeting on Sunday nights. Middle School
youth meet from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., and High
School youth meet from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Each
group is in the process of choosing a group name.
This new format will allow leaders to prepare
discussions and materials that better fits each
group and where the youth are in their life
journeys. Our adult leaders are excited about this
opportunity to try new things and minister to the
needs of our youth! Look for more information in
coming newsletters.

Comin Jctober

Blessing of the United

+  DEADLINE FOR THE |
i OcTOBER CONNECTION !
: Is SEPT. 15TH i

All-church

Animals _ 5% Methodist Hayride &

g &l | Foundation Bonfire

Ridge will hold the fourth annual Manet Shettle, Executive Join your Ridge family on

Blessing of the Animals service, Director of the North Indiana Sunday,

hosted by the Environmental United Methodist Foundation, October 17"

Missions Team. This pet-friendly will meet with the Ridge from 3 p.m. to \_

event will begin at 9 a.m. on the Fintgnce Committee on OCt. > p.m. for a

front lawn. Al pets are 12". The Foundation provides fun autumn

welcome, but dogs must be investment management, afternoon at

leashed and cats and small endowment, estate and gift Oak Ridge

animals must be in carriers or planning, and stewardship Prairie County Park in Griffith.

containers. A special offering will education services. Anyone For a suggested donation of $5,

also be taken for the Humane interested in learning more each person will enjoy a

Society of Calumet Area. For about the Foundation is tractor-driven hay ride, hot

more information, please call welcome to attend the meeting dogs, marshmallows by the
bonfire, and a beverage. Watch

the church office.

from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at
the church.

for more information soon!
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...In_ministry

CONNECTING
GREETERS
8:30 Janice Dobrinich
9/5 Ken & Betty Angotti 9:45
9/12 Ken & Betty Angotti 9/5 DonnaHill & 11:00
9/19 Dave and Jo Anne Glenda Adams 9/5  Walter & Dorothy
Shafer 9/12 DonnaHill & Dee

9/26 Bill & Diane Payne Glenda Adams 9/12 Roy & Barbara

9/19 DonnaHill & Absher

Glenda Adams 9/19 Shirley Frank &

9/26 DonnaHill & Dorothy Seefurth
USHERS LITURGISTS HOSPITALITY
8:30 8:30 8:30 & 11:00
John & Sue Molenaar 9/5 Wes Lukoshus Rachel Circle
Beverly Shideler 9/12 Sue Molenaar
Megan Shideler 9/19 John Molenaar 9:45

9/26 Chuck Lair 9/5 Marie Cost &
945 Liz Pluta
Phil & Barb Ehlebracht 11:00 9/12 Tom & Sue Gajewski
9/5 9/19 Karen

11:00 9/12 Groszewski
Tom Schreuder 9/19 Dennis Gray 9/26 Glenda Adams &
Roy Absher Jennifer Zaronias
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with our members
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.. HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
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James Margraff 10 Lori Sly 22 Ray Howe ki
Y Virginia Schreuder David Walters Don O&6Brie @M
2 Janet Cable 11 Chuck Horton 23 Dennis Gray A
W Nathan Whybrew Edwin Wickland 25  Melissa Cappo Y
N 3 Emily Anderson 12 Tom Plesha 26 Kathy Giannini @
§ 4 Bill Lyness 13 Joshua Hoekema Kellyn Kostelich b
VP 5 Gloria Banjura Steve Sly Helena Spencer e
Holly Gramke 14 Richard Horgan 27 Ellen Byrne -
“@t} Marleen Hunter 15 Suzie Adams Matthew Cappo 4
: Megan Shideler 16 Sandy Ascencio Lew Grasty @
@ 6 Cheryl Allison Diane Sopetti Anna Wineinger @
YA Susan Capps 17 Bill Carter 29 Connee Sutter b=
07:‘?} Amy OO6Bri enl8  Ginger Moell 30  Susan Bryce ‘éﬂv
v 7 Dorothy Dee 19  Robby Howard Bev Fleming §
@ 8 Mackenzie Wilson 21 Stephanie Bugyis Ferman Geyer
/yvx 9 Katelyn Hay Dean Hunter Carol Lair {@“

e e v e

H APPY ANNIVERSARY! )
As oF AuaGusT 12, :

ﬁ ) eaA 16671+ Cai

o) NEW ADDRESS IS:

avid & Joan Miller Septs 6 1110 EVERGREEN RIDGE &
ill & Gail Lotak | |sépt. a3 DRIVE :
om & Denise Labus || | Sept. 20 CINCINNATI, OHIO 45215

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
ooooooooooooooooooooo
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RIDGE UNITED NONPROFIT ORG
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8607 COLUMBIA AVE Hammond, IN 46320
MUNSTER, IN 46321 .
219-838-4770 Permit No. 1503

Worship: 8:30, 9:45 & 11 am

Sunday School 9:45
E-mail: ridgeumc@sbcglobal.net RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Steven Conger, Senior Pastor

Nathan Whybrew,
Associate Pastor

[www.ridgeumc.org]

TIME DATED MATERIAL]
PLEASE RUSH

CELEBRATE RIDGE A DIFFERENT WAY ON SUNDAY, SEPT. 12

We're having a free community  Following our cook-out, we
cook-out, and we're inviting our  are asking those who are able
neighbors! Come helpt
feel welcomed. The
include:

. Hamburgers, Boce
and hot dogs

. Corn on the cob

. Chips

. Veggies and dip

. Yummy desserts Don’t miss this special event!




