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RIDGE CHURCH: Vital & alive!

S .

Deadlines for print publications always make things interesting, but | am writing this
article following a fantastic weekend at Ridge Church. Let me share with you a quick
highlight of the weekend (August 4121):

e Friday afternoon the Munster High School volleyball team used our parking
lot for a very successful car wash.
Saturday the youth of Ridge traveled to the World Pulse Christian Music
Festival in South Bend.
Sunday we had, | believe, one of our best worship Sundays ever, and a great
way to start off the school year. We began a new sermon series called
G{SGdAy3a {IAf¢ YR GKS YdzAaAO |G ¢
Sunday night the youth shared their mission story at the annual Youth Mission
Night & Dinner. It was great to hear both the Middle School Youth and the
| A3K {OK22f | 2dziK aKFNB (KSweNderd (i 2 NA
blessed by Joe, Jr. and Friends, a praise group that our own Joe Wright leads.

It was a pretty good weekend if you ask me!

A recent article on UMC.org (the United Methodist denominational website) shared
what it called common characteristics of vital congregations. According to Bishop
Schol, vital congregations have five common characteristics:

¢ Inviting and inspiring worship

e Engaging disciples in mission and outreach

e Gifted, equipped and empowered lay leadership

o Effective, equipped and inspired clergy leadership

e {YIFIff 3INRdzLJA YR aGNRYy3I OKAf RNBYyQa

How are we doing at these?

My first reactiort and the one | would expect from most of yous that we are doing
great, that we exhibit many aspects of those five characteristics. And | think that we
really do! When you look at everything that happened in August, it is amazing just
how vital Ridge Church is: a visit by missionaries Tim and Toby Banks; continued
O2ftft SOGA2Yy 2F aO0OK22f YIGSNRAFfA F2N YAa
money for the youth mission trip next summer; and a chungtie golf outing. And

this month, of course, is the start of all our fall programming.

In a couple of weeks, our

W.W.E.(Wonderful

By Evening) INSIDE THIS ISSUE

returns, with two classes for| From PastorSteve ................... 1&|2
adults and all kinds of Septemberevents. . ................ 2.8
programming for children NextMonth ;. ........ c0iieeenneenn.. J
(more information is on MiSSIONS & MUSIC . . . ..l v o . . e, (7
page 5). See page 3 for outh... ... 18
information aboutDisciple In Ministry 10
Bible Study which will start | Birthdays/anniversaries, etc . . . .......... 11
on Sunday, September 18




CONNECTING

and everyone who wants to learn about the Bible and let it help shape your life is invited to
participate.Open Gynfor our Middle School neighbors has already kicked off, and our fall
Sunday Schoalnd Youth Groupswill begin soon. | could go on and on.

One thing that really excites me is that Ridge Church will be participating Friitéul
Congregation Journethis year. This is an initiative of the conference to really help us with the
third bullet point of a vital congregation: Gifted, equipped and empowered lay leadership. A
group from Ridge will participate by learning how they can become more effective lay leaders.
It is going to be a fun journey! If you are interested in participating, please see me.

All this happens because Ridge Churght&éd andalive. We make a difference in your life and
in the life of the larger community!

On a personal note, a couple of huge changes have taken place. Last month we
lost a beloved staff member of Ridge Church. Larry Lowery was our faithful
treasurer for a long time. His sudden passing has been a huge blow to the entire
staff and the church. Larry brought a sense of humor, wit and inquisitiveness to
our family. | cannot express enough how much he is missed. Please keep Cheryl,
Kim and Kristen in your prayers as they deal with this loss. Thanks to Kevin
Mybeck, we have kept the bills paid, but we must find someone to fill this
position. If you know somebody who might be interested, have them call me.

A second change will take place later this manthe closing of LARRI (Lakeshore Area

Regional Recovery of Indiana). | had no idea three years ago how much this organization would
consume me. When the floods hit, | wanted to help, and | am much more effective helping in
the administrative end that | would have been in the muck (although I did help there, t00).
When | agreed to become president of LARRI | figured it would only be for a year or so. Now,
three years later, | am proud of all that we have accomplished. | thank you for supporting me in
this endeavor you have let me take the time necessary (I estimate that | have given about 10
hours a week over the past three years) to complete the job, plus you have supported LARRI
financially and through work teams. We could not help everyone, but the lives in many, many
families have been transformed through the work of LARRI.

Thanks for everything that you do. It is because of each of you that Ridge Church is a vital and
vibrant congregation!

Hope and Confidence,

Pastor Steve

Bog+sy i 40887 +su Coédi
Study begins Tuesday, September
6th at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor.
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... this month
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Back to School Kid s Stuff Sale
Friday & saturday. Sept. 9th & I0th

8 am. tol p.m.

As you clean out closets to help make room for new backto-school items, we need
your ki dolshestchfiflldr ends Ministry Team wi
ABack to School Kiddés Stuff Saled on Fr
We need items for infants through teenagers. We would love clothes (especially fall
items, but wedll take al/l kinds), shoes
stuff to church the week of the sale. Watch for more details and ways that you can
sign-up to help with sorting, pricing, and helping on the days of the sale. All

proceeds will help defray the costs of Vacation Bible School in 2012.

"Darkness to Light: Stewards off Children”

Child Protection Training on Tuesday, September 13th

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
The Child Protection Guidelines of O30AxAOAO 1T £ #EEI A
Ridge Church require us to provide a organizations that serve children and

training each year for those who work youth, and will educate adults to

with our children and youth. We will be  prevent, recognize, and react responsibly
hosting a training event titled, to child sexual abuse. Please call the
O$AOET AOGO OI , ECE Odchad dificetaxrdseve ol spot. A $5
#EEI AOAT 8 éwinhikglpOgraix Adowation is suggested to cover the cost
will be offered on Tuesday, September  of the workbook, which you will receive
13th. as part of thisprogram.

DISCIPLE

INTO THE WORD
INTO THE WORLD

Sundays, beginning Sept. 18th, at 6 p.m.
Workbook: $35
2 -week course concentrates on the books of Genesis, Exodus, Luke
nd Acts. Reserve your place in class by calling the church office
at 838 -4770.

CONNECTING
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RUMC Book Group: EXTREMELY
LOUD & INCREDIBLY CLOSE

Oskar Schell is a nine -year -old amateur inventor, jewelry
designer, astrophysicist, tambourine player and pacifist. He is
also the son of a man killed in the World Trade Center, and he is
in search of a lock that fits a mysterious black key that his father
left behind. This spell -binding story is by Jonathan Safran Foer,
the author of 0Ever yoirmthewigcussion ol Mohdaymi nat ed .
September 19th at 7 p.m.

CONMING SEPTEMBIER 14 1'H: —
Dave Ramsey's EmancialtPeace Uniyersity:  r 4

P

Ridge Church is once again hosting Financial Peace University, a program

designed to teach families how to get out of debt, stay out of debt, and build wealth so the
can give like never before. It begins with a free preview at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
September 14th, and will meet each Wednesday during WWE. You can join your Ridge
friends for dinner at 6 p.m., and then have fun as you learn about saving, budgeting,

investing, insurance and more. The class has 13 sessions and costs $93 per family unit. |
return, youol |l get
and many other resources.

(Tax ID 35-1076493)

Issue date August 26, 2011 If you are interested in taking the class
Statement of frequency Published monthly please call the church office to Sign up

a Ritlge tmited Methodist @hdrche HSIGULS Watgh for details to come. You can
8607 Columbia Avenue also register and get more information
Munster, IN 46321 .

online atwww.daveramsey.com

Issue number Volume 3, Issue 9
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Wonderful Wednesday Evenings are back!

Wonderful Wednesday Evening returns on September 21st at 6 p.m., with great meals,
fellowship and studies for adults and children. Several of our meals will be catered this year.
order for us to have enough food, we need for you to sign up each week by marking your
Connection Card or by calling the church office. Reservations need to be in by Monday at nc

Dinner is served each week at 6 p.m., and cost $5 for adults and $2.5 O for children under
12. The menus for September are:

21st 28th
@ Pizza, salad and dessert AN Baked pork chops, mashed
132 & potatoes, vegetable and dessert

After dinner, classes will begin at 6:30 p.m.
e Financial Peace Universitysee page 4) will be held in the Fellowship Hall.

e 0AOOT O 3 OA7CEAMBGD ATOEROh, AAOGO ) # AT "wlllbelnA O 3
room 106.

e KIDSOWWEB +AOEU / 6" OEAT xEI1 EAOA A OPAAE .0
Uuir &6 AOGAO OxAl EAA CAT OI U 11T OEA AAOOES6 | AE

know that you can turn a net onion bag into a water bottle holder? Have you ever seen
tuna fish can nighdight? If not, then you need to join us IDS@WWEB %A AE x £
hear a Bible study with a Bible verse to learn, do an efr#imdly craft, and share a Specia
Green Message.

Qu

Visit the Shrine of Christ's [assion

Primetime Thursclay Outing

The weather of this past spring is behind us now,

SO we invite you once again to join us as we drive

out to St. John to visit the St
Passion. We will gather at church at 9:30 a.m.

and carpool there to tour the Visitor Center, gift

shop, and walk the Prayer Path. If we have at least 20 people sign up , we will also have

a chance to take a walking tour of St. John the Evangelist Church. Carts driven by

volunteers are available, so doneét | et the thol
us. Foll owing the tour, we will stop at Dickes
fell owship before returning to church. Sign wup

Please indicate if you will need assistance with visiting the Prayer Path.
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Blessing of the Animals

All pets (and their owners) are invited to a special Bless
of the Animals service, hosted by the Environmental \
Missions Team, on Saturday, Oct. 1st, at 9 a.m. on the
front lawn. Despite a pefriendly atmosphere, dogs must T 9
be leashed, and cats and other small animals must be i ,
carriers or containers. A freill offering will be taken for

the Humane Society of Calumet Area.
@ L0 . e e e , e , e E

[ [ (2
®¥ L, e (3
oz o2

Sunday, October 16th, 4 to 7 p.m. at
Oak Ridge Prairie County Park

301 S. Colfax Street in Griffith There'’s a work to do!

There is a suggested donation of $5
per person, which includes a traetc
driven hay ride, hot dogs,

marshmallows and beverage
for more information and sig
sheets soon!

It's almost fimME For fHE Halloween i' .
Carnival & Trunk or Treall I

“n Don't miss THE Fun on Sunddy, Oclober S0H &t 4 P,
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... through missions and music

VOLUNTEER ON SATURDAY, CONNECTING
SEPTEMBER 10th

9 a.m. to noon
This specially  -scheduled Saturday is just for Ridge

volunteers! You will sort and organize f
warehouse, where millions of pounds of food are distributed every

year to local food pantries, daycares, soup kitchens and shelters. If

you know where the Food Bank is located, you can go directly there

and begin work at 9 a.m. Otherwise, we can arrange to carpool from

Ridge Church at 8:30 a.m. Please sign up on the bulletin board

across from the church office 0 and invite your friends.

Help keep Indiana beaches clean on
September 17th

Join the Environmental Missions Team on Saturday, September 17th for the annual
International Coastal Cleanup Adopt = -as-Beach. Wedl | meet at
and head to Kemil Beach in the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore to remove

(and count) trash. This is the fifth year that Ridge Church is participating in

Adopt -a-Beach. Last year, more than 10,000 volunteers (including those from

Ridge) removed 31,295 pounds of trash from 292 beaches in lllinois, Indiana,

Mi chigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wi scigustsi n.
show up! You can call the church office at 838 -4770 for more information.

Calling all young actors and
actresses:.

We need children in fourth grade
through middle school age to be

e - military personnel for a
Musicians and Singers! special celebration to

Do you have a hidden talent and honor our veterans. Send
want to use it for the Lord? Then an email to Bro. Joe Wright
contact Bro. Joe Wright, the Solid  z¢ joe@ridgeumc.org.
Ground Worship Leader, at Include your contact
joe@ridgeumc.org. Include your information, a brief explanation
contact information, a short bio about your desire to participate,
and music experience. and any acting experience.

WANTED: Tsunami Worship

— Al
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..with our youth

> Rebuilding New Orleans

mr@@ The recent High School Mission Trip to New Orleans was a huge

success! Thank you to all of our Ridge Church family for continually
supporting our youth in their endeavors to serve others. Your prayers, thoughts and financial
——— support are huge! In New Orleans, one group of -
youth painted (and painted!) most of a house,
while another group installed all new floors for an
entire house. You should be very proud of these
youthii they represented Ridge Church very well
and helped improve the lives of people affected
by Hurricane Katrina.

CONNECTING

“tine

B Also, on August 15th we celebrated our summer
e missions at Youth Mission Night. We
shared an awesome pasta dinner
prepared by Ken and Betty Angotti
and listened to some great
entertainment by Joe Wright Jr. and =
Friends. We also enjoyed some tasty |
desserts made by Michelle Banasia

BEEWEE|
,‘s!&]'!;

TR ]

Every Wednesday from 2:45 p. m.
like to help chaperone, please contact Pastor Nathan.
Everyone is encouraged to come and see the Middle School
students in action! This program really is a great after -
school alternative, so if you have family, friends or
neighbors who are in middle school, please tell them to

: check it out. Basketball remains the favorite activit

the youth also love to play video games and text message each other

gym, so there are plenty of activities for everyone!
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