
OPEN HEART, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS 

During the month of October we will be finishing up our series based on the book by 
Bishop Robert Schnase that I have titled RE-THINK RIDGE. It has been interesting to 
hear your comments on the series, even though we are only a couple of weeks in. A 
couple of things seem to stand out. First, many of you agree that the church (and 
Christianity) for that matter needs to seriously look at what we do and proclaim and 
determine if that is really the path that Jesus invited us to follow long ago. While I 
read all of the vitriolic statements being proclaimed by Christians to our Muslim 
brothers and sisters, I wonder how we are modeling the love of Jesus? Virtually 
everything that we have been accusing the Quran and Islam of believing can be found 
in our own Bible. Most of us seem tired of the hatred that is brewing right now. 
 

Second, when I shared the United Methodist Church motto that proclaims that we are 
to be a people with: 

 

many of you really grabbed on to that!  I hope that we can continue to live with that 
as our mantra and invite others who have experienced the closed doors that often 
follow the Christian Church to see that it doesn’t have to be that way. 
 

We will continue the series in October as we explore, on October 3rd, how we can be 
more intentional in our own personal faith development, and share in World 
Communion Sunday. October 10th, we will explore the ways that we can step out in 
faith and engage in risk-taking mission and service. October 17th, I will conclude the 
series as I invite us all to be extravagant in our generosity. 
 

October 24th will be commitment Sunday. Each year we invite you to make a pledge to the 
Church for our operating expenses for the coming year. We are dependent upon you and 
your generosity to help make all the marvelous ministries at Ridge Church happen. Beginning 
in early October, you will be receiving information about our plans for 2011, I hope that you 
will prayerfully consider at what level you are being called to support the church. 
 

As you can see, things are 
happening at Ridge Church. Be sure 
to invite your neighbors and friends 
to join you so that they too can 
experience the power of God at 
Ridge Church! 
 

See you Sunday, 
 

Pastor Steve  
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Kid’s Stuff  Rummage Sale a winnerKid’s Stuff  Rummage Sale a winnerKid’s Stuff  Rummage Sale a winner   
The very first Kid’s Stuff Rummage Sale, hosted by the Children’s Ministry Team on 
August 19, was a great day and raised $900 for our 2011 Vacation Bible School 
program. Thanks to everyone for all the donations of “stuff.” Parents filled the 
Fellowship Hall looking for great bargains on clothing, books, toys, and games. A 
special thanks goes to Tracy Kozy for all her hard work organizing this event, and to all 
the volunteers who helped sort, fold and price items, and helped on the day of the sale.  
 
We plan to make this an annual event, so please remember Ridge Church next year 
when you are wondering what to do with all the clothes your kids have outgrown. 

Christmas is coming é 
é and so is the annual childrenõs Christmas Pageant. We canõt 

tell you too much about it because itõs a surprise. But all 

children in kindergarten through 5th grade will begin working on 

òThe Surprising Christmas Pageantó during Sunday school on 

October 17th.  

 

òThe Surprising Christmas Pageantó will be presented on Sunday, December 19 

during Solid Ground at 9:45 a.m. A dress rehearsal is scheduled to Saturday, 

December 18th, from 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m., following church. Lunch will be 

provided.  

 

Note: A small number of additional rehearsals for main -speaking characters may 

be necessary. Exact dates and times will be announced on an as -needed basis.  

We would like to recognize two 2nd graders who were not listed 

with their class when Bibles were presented during services on 

September 12th. Ridge Church recently presented Bibles to 

Andrea Martinez and Jordan Novorita. 
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Our first field trip of  the year was a great 

success and enjoyed by all! We went to 

Deep River County Park on Sept. 15th. The weather was sunny and 

warm and there was no invasion from insects. We played games, sang 

songs, listened to a story, and learned a lot about Johnny Appleseed. 

We’re very thankful for all the parents who helped make this field trip 

so early in the school year a fun time for all! 

 

Speaking of  school year, we’re off  to a great start! 

The children are doing wonderfully—only a few 

tears, but many smiles. We’ve enjoyed many sunny 

days outside and hope the good weather 

continues.  

 

We’re looking ahead this month to school pictures, which will be taken 

on October 6th and 7th. We also have 

another field trip coming up on 

Wednesday, October 20th and Thursday, 

October 21st. This time we’re going to 

the Pumpkin Patch. And, we’ll be 

celebrating Halloween with class 

parties at the end of  the month. 
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WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY 
EVENINGS—WWE 
 

During the month of October, 
Pastor Steve will continue to 
discuss the “Five Practices of 
Fruitful Congregations” theme that 
is part of the ReThink Ridge 
sermon series.  
 
Dinner is served at 6 p.m. each 
Wednesday. A donation of $5 for 
adults and $2.50 for children ages 3 
to 10 is suggested. To help us plan 
on how much food to prepare, 
please let the office know if you will 
be attending by signing up on the 
Connection Cards each Sunday, or 
by calling the office at 838-4770.  
 
There is programming for children, 
youth and adults following the meal 
at 6:45 p.m. each week. 

Primetimers is back 
After a long hiatus, 

the Primetimers 

Fellowship Group will 

start meeting on the 

first Thursday of each 

month for a potluck lunch at noon . This 

group is for members and friends of 

Ridge Church who are 60 years and 

older. Our first gathering will take place 

on Thursday, October 7th . Please bring 

a main dish, salad or dessert to share. 

Following lunch we will play BINGO 

and discuss ideas for upcoming 

events, so bring a few unwrapped 

òwhite elephantó gifts to use as prizes. 

Please sign up on the Primetimers 

bulletin board located next to the 

coat closets in the main building.  

ALL- CHURCH HAYRIDE & BONFIRE  

SUNDAY, October 17th 

3 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

Oak Ridge Prairie 

County Park  
 

There is a suggested 

donation of $5 per person 

(maximum $20 per family), which includes a 

tractor -driven hayride, Hot dogs, 

marshmallows and beverage. Sign up for this 

fun family event on the bulletin board in the 

Fellowship Hall, or across from the office.  

Pastor Steve will be leading a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land departing Chicago on November 8, 2011.  This 
will be a 10-day trip with an optional extension to 

Jordan. Pastor Steve has 
customized this trip and 
will be joined by three 
other pastors. If you are 
interested in the trip you 
can come for an 
informational session on 

Thursday October 7th, at 7 pm in room 106. Steve 
will outline the trip and answer your questions.  
Brochures about the trip are available in the 
entryways of the church and on the church website. 
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RUMC Book Groupñ 
óFour Continents to Freedomó 
This is the autobiographical account of the life of Highland resident Millie Rytel, 
who was abducted from her home in Poland and sent with her family to a 
Siberian labor camp during World War II. She later escaped and lived in 
Kazakhstan and Iran before emigrating to the United States. Readers will be 
captivated by her story of courage, the relentless struggle to survive, and her 
unwavering pursuit of freedom.  
 

Millie will join us for Book Group on Monday, October 18th at 7 p.m. All are welcome to come, listen 
to her share her experiences, and participate in the interesting discussion this book is sure to inspire. 

Blessing of 
the Animals 
 

All pets (and their 
owners) are invited to a 
special Blessing of the Animals service, hosted 
by the Environmental Missions Team, on 
Saturday, Oct. 2, at 9 a.m. on the front lawn. 
Despite a pet-friendly atmosphere, dogs must 
be leashed, and cats and other small animals 
must be in carriers or containers. A free-will 
offering will also be taken for the Humane 
Society of Calumet Area.  

SPAGHETTI DINNERSPAGHETTI DINNERSPAGHETTI DINNER   

Friday, October 22Friday, October 22Friday, October 22   

4p.m. to 7 p.m.4p.m. to 7 p.m.4p.m. to 7 p.m.   
 
Plan now to come 
enjoy a delicious meal of spaghetti, 
garlic bread, salad and dessert. 
 
 Proceeds will benefit youth mission 
trips. Watch for more information 
and sign-up opportunities  soon! 

Mid-Lake Cluster Charge Conference 
On Sunday, October 24th, the Mid-Lake Cluster Charge Conference will be conducted at 6 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church of Crown Point. The Mid-Lake Cluster includes Cedar Lake, Crown 
Point  First, Dyer, Griffith First, Ridge, and New Day Community United Methodist Churches. 
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é through missions 

October 2 
LARRIτJoin a team of workers to restore 

homes affected by the floods of 2008.  
 

FOOD BANK OF NORTHWEST INDIANAτThis 

indoor project will involve sorting and organizing 

food in the Food Bankôs Gary warehouse, where 

millions of pounds of food are distributed every 

year to local food pantries, daycares, soup 

kitchens and shelters. 

 

October 9 
LARRIτAnother chance to restore region-area 

homes. 
 

CHILDREN OF ABRAHAMτIn this organizationôs 
local warehouse in Munster, youôll help sort and 

package medical supplies, or maybe load a 

shipping container bound for Haiti, Africa, or 

some other destination. 

 

October 16 

LARRIτAnother chance to restore region-area 

homes. 
 

HUMANE SOCIETY OF NORTHWEST INDIANAτ
The perfect project for animal lovers! You 

might be walking dogs, cleaning cages, or 

sorting laundry. 

Dozens of Ridge members have already 
shown their love to othersñyou can, too! Itõs 
not too late to serve with your Ridge Church 
family in the projects listed below:  

International 

Missions Update  
 

Profits from the spring Rummage sale totaled 

$4,500, and the flower sale generated $500 for 

missions! All of this was possible because of the 

generous donations and help from our wonderful 

Ridge familyðthank you! 

 

The Mission Team recently distributed these 

funds as follows: $3,000 paid for bedding and 

accessories for a 5-bed girlsô room and a 3-bed 

matronôs room at the new HOPE II orphanage 

in Haiti. Pictures of this rebuilt facitlity are on 

the mission bulletin board. Also designated 

was $1,500 to Kokeh Koteh, who trains pastors 

in Liberia. His newsletter is also in the bulletin 

board. Another $500 remains undesignated. 

 

Ridge Church is also proud to have two families 

who are donating their time to Haiti. Terry and 

Mary Jo Smith are on the board of directors of 

HOPE orphanage, run by Christian Services 

International. And, for the last 10 years, George 

and Sue Cook have been ñfill-inò missionaries 

in Jamaica and Haiti when full-time 

missionaries are on furlough. They stay from 

one week to three months at a time, and often 

several times a year. They returned from Haiti 

just one week before the devastating earthquake 

last January. The Cooks are in Haiti right now, 

and will return in December. They are living in a 

temporary guesthouse in Crois des Bouquet, a 

rural community outside of Port au Prince and 

home to thousand of tent-living refugees. Watch 

for pictures and news from the Smiths and 

Cooks in coming months. 
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 A Prayer Blanket Ministry has been offered for several years at Ridge Church.  Over those 

years, dozen of blankets have been prayed over by groups and individuals and 

given to friends and family members of Ridge Church. These blankets have 

offered those who received them a special reminder that they are 

loved and that they are being wrapped in prayer by those who 

have prayed over their blanket. For many who receive these 

blankets, they bring warmth, comfort and a sense of peace. 

 

Earlier this summer, a purple prayer blanket was delivered to Gloria Doornbos as 

she prepared to enter hospice. She loved her blanket and always kept it close by. As her 

last days slipped away she was often seen wrapped in her special blanket. Last month, 

Gloria lost her battle with cancer. 

 

During her wake, the neatly-folded purple prayer blanket rested next to her. Before the 

beginning of her funeral, as Nathan and I looked on, Gloria was covered one last time with 

her purple prayer blanket, wrapped in love and prayer forever by those who cared so 

deeply about her. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ wƛŘƎŜΩǎ 
Environmental Missions Team has been working 
ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊDƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ Lƴ 
August, the annual Reuse-a-Shoe program 
resulted in 400 pairs of shoes being made into 
athletic surfaces (and out of the landfill!), and 
another 40 or so pairs donated to needy families. 
Thank you to all who donated! 
 

The team also agreed to pay for new, energy-
efficient fluorescent light fixtures in the 
Sunday school hall and classrooms, including in 
the preschool. A total of 50 new fixtures will 
soon be in place. 

New, cobalt-blue coffee mugs with the Ridge 
Church logo have also been provided for use 
during Solid Ground to eliminate waste from 
Styrofoam cups.  
 

On an on-going basis, the team sells fair-trade 
and organic coffee, tea and chocolate after 
services on the second Sunday of each month. 
This is not a fundraiserτƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ 
Equal Exchange, our supplier, ensure that more 
farmers in Africa, Latin America, and Asia 
receive fair prices for their crops, that their 
work conditions are safe, that no forced child 
labor is used, and pesticide use is limited. 
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CONFIRMATION  

We have about 15 

students who will be 

participating in 

confirmation class, which 

begins Wednesday, 

October 6th. Please 

check each monthõs 

edition of The Connection 

(newsletter) to learn more 

about our confirmands 

and the confirmation 

process.  

YOUTH GREENERY SALE  

The Ridge Youth Ministries will 

once again be selling 

greenery as a fundraiser for 

mission opportunities. There will 

be representatives from the youth groups at 

all three worship services on October 10, 17, 

and 24 who will be selling these high -quality 

holiday products. Please plan ahead to 

purchase your greenery. We will also be 

selling holiday gift items, so you will be able 

to send greenery to a loved one. You 

purchase the gift, fill out the card, and the 

item is shipped directly to your recipient. 

Make sure to ask a youth about this option!  

Middle School Fall Retreat 
 

Our Middle School youth group is 
now called HOPE Group, and they’re 
looking forward to their Fall Retreat! 
It will begin at 7 p.m. on Friday, 

October 22nd, end at 7 p.m. and Saturday, 
October 23rd, and is shaping up to be a retreat 
that you don’t want to miss. Come ready to 
have a great time! 
 
Please watch the church bulletin 
and check you emails for more 
information. If  you have any 
questions, contact Pastor Nathan. 

Gift Cards for 
Open Gym 
 
You can purchase 

gift cards through the youth 
gift card program. Orders are 
collected and placed the 
second Sunday of every 
month. If you want to 
purchase gift cars, you can fill 
out a form any time and turn it 
in to the church office. Cards 
normally arrive by the middle 
of the week in which they are 
ordered. The proceeds benefit 
our Open Gym program and 
furnish needed equipment.  



 

ñThank you from the bottom of my heart for all 
the prayers and love during my motherôs 
illness and passing. Your support helped so 
much during this difficult time.ò 

 
ðPeggy Schu 
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Births 
William Richard Smitka, 
 Born May 11to Bill & Marcia Smitka 
Declan Michael Messmer,  
 born May 21 to Eric & Carrie Messmer 
Tessa Joan Whybrew,  
 born August 30 to Nathan and Sarah Whybrew  
 

Baptisms 
William Peter Caddick,  
 son of Brad & Nicole Caddick, July 11 
Adam Jonathan Tenbarge II,  
 son of Adam & Kasie Tenbarge, July 18 
Zoey Noelle Chnupa,  
 daughter of Carter & Joy Chnupa, August 1 
Declan Micahel Messmer,  
 son of Eric & Carrie Messmer, September 19 

Weddings 
James and Melinda Margraff, September 17 
 

In Sympathy 
The family of Donald Green, father of Cheryl Lowery 

The family of Florence Edmond 

The family of Gloria Doornbos 

 

 
On Sunday, November 7th, Ridge Church will 

celebrate All Saints Day by acknowledging the 

absence of those who have passed away during 

the last year. Please let the church office know 

by Nov. 2nd if you have a loved one you would 

like to have included in this ceremony.  

ñWe would like to express our gratitude for your 
donation of clothes, two booster seats, and other 
items received on August 20, along with an 
abundance of school supplies received on August 
23. Thank you  for sharing with and caring for 
our CAPES House families.ò 

ðGreater Hammond Community Services 

Some important life events occurred during the 
last few months, which are recognized below. 

Ridge Church received nine new members on September 26th! Some of them are pictured 
belowñplease join us in welcoming them:  

Enrique Cook & 

Alison Schnoor  
Kaitlyn Olejniczak Ed & Diane 

Rangel 
Jesse Tillman Michael Williams 
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GREETERS 

8:30 

10/3  Wes & Betty   

  Lukoshus 

10/10 Larry & Cheryl   

  Lowery 

10/17 Kevin & Pat Cappo  

10/24 John & Sue Molenaar 

10/31 Louise Howe & 

  Ray Luyster 

 

9:45 

 Linda Ehlebracht &  

 Phil & Barb Ehlebracht  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11:00 

10/3  Dean & Marleen  

  Hunter 

10/10 Lew & LaVern Grasty  

10/17 Wayne & Janet Cable 

10/24 John & Monte Novak 

10/31 Ellen Nickoloff &  

  Dorothy Seefurth 

 
  

HOSPITALITY  
8:30 & 11:00 

  Martha Circle  

 

9:45 

10/3 Marie Cost &   

  Liz Pluta 

10/10 Tom & Sue  

  Gajewski 

10/17 Karen Groszewski 

10/24 Glenda Adams &   

  Jennifer Zaronias 

10/31 Tom & Sue  

  Gajewski 

USHERS 

8:30 

Cheryl Sorrels 

Mandy Barbee 

Ray Howe 

 

9:45 

Larry & Betty Temple  

 

11:00 

Larry Washington  

Bernice Nance 

LITURGISTS  
8:30 

10/3 Bill Wilson  

10/10 Bill Wilson  

10/17 Mandy Barbee 

10/24 Kevin Mybeck 

10/31 Kevin Cappo 

 

11:00 

10/3 Kris Schumacher 

10/10 Casey Clarke 

10/17 Wayne Cable 

10/24 Wayne Cable 
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Ken & Betty Angotti         September 22 

Eric & Carrie Messmer                October 4 

John & Monte Novak                       October 5 

Richard & Shirley Matthews     October 11 

Richard & Lois McClaurghry         October 13 

 

...with our members 
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2 Steve Moell  

 Mary Webber  

3  Marge Forsythe  

 Laurelyn Goralczyk  

 Barbara Hinkens  

 Richard Horgan  

 Lorrayne Schmock  

4 David Wickland  

5 Hope Arendt  

 Jim Hamblin  

6 Michael Zaronias  

7  Megan McCarty  

9  Daniel Cappo  

10  Carter Chnupa  

11  Diane Payne  

12  Roy Absher  

 Tim Zatorski  

13  Austin Martinez  

15   Linda Ehlebracht  

16   Owen Keil  

 Thomas Mybeck  

17   William Moell  

 Delores Shevchenk o 

 Norma Stickland  

 Adam Tenbarge  

19  Miranda Hoehn  

 Barbara Powell  

 Diana Rogers  

21  Chuck Ascencio  

 

24   Evelyn Anderson  

 Allison Kostelich  

 Larry Washington  

 Charlene Wilson  

25   Jenny Conley  

27  Bill Caddick  

 Michelle Comandell a 

 Brandon Goralczyk  

 David Walters II  

29   Monte Novak  

30   Shelley Cohs  

 Marie Martin  

 Devin Raeck  

31  James Dye  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
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Words cannot express how much we appreciate the way 
you loved and cared for us over the last several months 
ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 3ÁÒÁÈȭÓ ÂÅÄ ÒÅÓÔȢ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ ×Å 
appreciate all the meals, cards, phone calls, and visits. 
They say that it takes a village to raise a child. We now 
know this to be so very true.  Because of your love and 
ÃÁÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȟ 4ÅÓÓÁ ×ÁÓ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÁÓ Á 
full term, healthy baby girl.  Thank you again for all the 
ways that you took care of us over the last few months. 
We also want to thank everyone for the wonderful 
shower that was held for us. Thank you for the stroller 
and for all of the gifts that have been given for Tessa 
and Tucker.  We are so blessed to be a part of this church 
family.  We love you so very much! 

ɂNathan, Sarah, Tucker, and Tessa Whybrew 
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Halloween Carnival & Trunk or Treat  
Donôt miss the fun on Sunday, October 24 at 4 p.m. 
Halloween fun is just around the corner, and so is our annual 
Halloween Carnival and Trunk or Treat event. Kids through 5th grade are 
invited to put on their Halloween costumes and come have a great time.  
Games! Halloween J.I.N.G.O.! Prizes! And more! 

This free event provides a  safe and fun activity to families in the 
community. The Carnival lasts on hour, then, beginning at 5 p.m., 
children are invited to go outside to the parking lot to òtrunk or 
treat.ó Grown-up kids (aka adults) are also invited to decorate their 
cars, come to the parking lot, and hand out candy to the children. 

Deadline for the 

November Connection 

is October 15th 


