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INSPIRING ACTIONS & LANGUAGE

A year ago, | announced on my 50" birthday that | intended to complete a marathon before |
0dz2Ny SR pwmo 2 Stfirstgad | completedRtiye Mérquette NicBigakMarathon
twoweeks aftermy51*6 A NI KRF e ® L gtayQd Fradx Fa |
finished, | was number 98. But | finished. Some suggest that only about one percent of the
population has completed a marathon, and | am humbled to be in that company.

| was shocked at how difficult and time consuming the training process was. Having to
walk/run 25 to 50 miles every week takes a huge amount of time. But | tried to use the
time effectively by listening to books on my iPod. When | finished the race, people began
to ask me what next? The answer was easy: | was done, | had accomplished my goal. But
what took place on Sunday, September 11" changed all that.

Matt Hay completed something that is hard to imagine. That

Sunday, Matt joined a very select group of people who have

O2YLX SGSR Iy LNRBYYlIYy®d WdzAG SKI
simple actually; all you have to do is swim 2.4 miles, bike 112 and

then run a full marathon (26.2 miles). Oh, and by the way, you do it

all in one day. Matt wrote a beautiful diary of that day and posted it

on his Facebook page. After reading it, and noting that Matt has

- NI A&SR 20SNI bmnInnn F2N) GKS [/ K7
inspired to lace up my shoes and do this again. | am no Ironman, but | know that | can

gl f1kNHzy I YFINFraGK2ys FyYyR Ay (0KS LINRPOSaa
exactly where and when | will be doing this, but | will run/walk this time and move up in

the standings of finishers! We all have the ability to inspire others. Matt inspires me, and |
K2LJS e2dzft GF1S FTADS YAydziSa yR NBI R
yout and that you will be an inspiration to others!

Sermon series: THE PROBLEM WITH LANGUAGE

Christians love to talk in code words. Modern Christians are steeped in a language so
distorted that it has become a stumbling block to the religion, says internationally-
NBYy2¢gySR . A0fS a0OK2fI NJ all NDdza Wod . 2NH®
and the sacred texts and stories in which those words are embedded, have been

narrowed by a modern framework for the faith that emphasizes sin, forgiveness, Jesus

dying for our sins, and the afterlife.

Starting on October 2, we will look at the challenges created by language. We will examine how
words mean different things to different people and we will look at some particular words/
concepts that we as Christians

often struggle with. For INSIDE THIS ISSUE
example,

From Pastor Steve . . ................. 1&|2
e Redemptionnow Octoberevents .................... 2.8
narrowly understood asJesus |- ComingMonths . . ....................... D
saving us from sins so we can QuimRMbers . /. .. bl . .. 687
go to heaven, but in the Bible /Pr/e/sgbgo ale
rierstnemsetesfrom [ saecny b/ o1 T
slavery. . Blrthdays/annlversarles, e — 11

(continued on page 2)




CONNECTING . . . . . .
e Savior now refers to Jesus as the one who saves us from our sins, but in the Bible it has a rich

and wonderful variety of meanings having nothing to do with the afterlife.

e Sacrific¥ y2¢ NBFTSNBR (2 WSadzZQ RSIGK 2y GKS ONPRa
never about substitutionary payment for sin.

As we look at The Problem of Language, we will offer a language for twenty-first-century Christians
that grounds the faith in its deep and rich original roots and allows it once again to transform our
lives. Join us for this transformational series.

Pastor Steve

WWE @ RIDGE Season 6
IS Off tO g 8reat start!

There are lots of things happening, so stop by and check them out for yourself.

Dinner is served each Wednesday beginning at 6 p.m. We have some great

cooks who have stepped up to help provide our weekly meals. A donation of

$5.00 for adults and $2.50 for children under 10 years is asked A with no charge for
children 3 and under. Beginning at 6:30 p.m., a variety of programs are available

for children and adults. Please help us by signing up on your Connection Card on
Sunday so we know how many to plan dinner for. You may also call the church

office (838 -4770) by noon on Monday to make your reservation.

Volunteer on Saturday, October 8th, 9 a.m. to noon
foOD You will sort and organize
N!( warehouse, located at 2248 West 35th Avenue.
et Please sign up on the bulletin board across from the church

office & and invite your friends.

Apple Picking Outing
Saturday, October 15th at 9:45 a.m.

Spend the morning with us at County Line Orchard in
Hobart. Pick some of your favorite apples (you can also

buy them already picked) or just come have fun watching

the kids! You can also pick up some yummy apple or
pumpkin doughnuts to munch on! You may even want to
take a ride on their "Picker -People -Picker -Upper". We'll
meet in the church parking lot at 9:45 a.m. and car pool
together. All children must be accompanied by an adult.
Please sign up on the bulletin board across from the

of fice i f youdre planning to
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... this month

Lost your favorite paring knife?

Or need holiday gift ideas? I{ DA
UTLERY

If so, the Ridge United Methodist Women have just what you
need! Beginning this month and continuing through
November, the UMW will be selling RADA Cutlery. Through _“A Cut Above The Hm
your purchase of quality knives, youoll
funds to support a variety of local, national and international agencies , including
Meals on Wheels of NWI, Greater Hammond Community Services, The Salvation
Army, and Heifer International. A RADA catalog and order forms will be displayed
after all three services onSunday, October 16th , and will be available in the church
office to place your orders.

WELLNESS SCREENINGS All-Church
AT RIDGE CHURCH
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16th Hayride &
9am.tollam. {\ Bonfire

Flu shots for $25
(Medicare Part B accepted)
Affordable blood work
More than 40 tests
Healthchek Profile only $50
8- to 12 -hour fast recommended

Sunday, October 16th, 4 to 7 p.m. at
Oak Ridge Prairie County Park
301 S. Colfax Street in Griffith

There is a suggested donation of $5
per person, which includes a tractor
driven hay ride, hot dogs,
marshmallows and beverage. Wat
for more information and sigap
sheets soon!

Please drink plenty of water
prior to the test!

Services provided by Healthchek, a low -
cost health and wellness company

Gz s

THE YO0 THIEF
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II

FRERECE Prime Time ThursdafiOctober 27th
Fair Oaks Dairy Adventure

*A“‘Ohu Fa“ Wedve all see the s6bgaw whi |

come along with us as we visit the Fair Oaks Dairy.

.,4‘" ltds a country experience
. \ 7.3

m all get an upclose look at sustainable dairy farming at

educational exhibits, a 4D movie experience, a visit
to the Birthing Barn and a tour of one of the largest
working dairies. No trip to the dairy would be
to dO! complete without visiting the cheese factory (they
have great grilled cheese sandwiches and delicious
Bfing ra o soups), ice cream parlor and gift shop. We will meet
at the church at 9:00 a.m. anciarpool out to the
dairy. There is a $7 admission for seniors(62+).
Lunch is not included in the admission price.

e e

H%AW'@W@@W {f@m on S@Lﬂéf@% @@f{f@%@y 3@%@

Halloween fun is just around the corner and so is our annual Halloween Carnival. Kids throug
grade are invited to put on their Halloween costumes and get ready for a great time!
There will be plenty of games and prizes. This year we are asking for families to brig.:f@
non-perishable food items, which will be distributed to local food pantries. This g -s&
yearly event attracts families in the community for a safe and fun activity. Aftg awr
OEA #AOT EOAI h AEEI AOAT AOA ET OEOAA

o “—
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A4EA #EEI AOAT 80 -ETEOOOL x| O A
the children of Ridge Church and our community. Join in the fun and as we wo
together to provide a safe alternative to normal trick-treating. Bring your
_ _ Halloween treats to the Ridge Church parking
t i t IThee Connection
(Tax ID 35-1076493) lot and decorate your cars and get ready!
Beginning at 5:00 p.m., children will be invite
Ol OOOOTE 1T O OOAAOQGG
2 U Ritige Uriitad iethodisd d r ¢ 4 Hglp usshow our neighbors that we want al
Church children to have a fun, safe Halloween. Yo
ffuonztce‘r"'mg"sg‘l’e”“e can also spread the word by sharing this
information with neighbors and friends.

Publicationos

Issue date September 26, 2011

Statement of frequency

Published monthly

Organi zationos

Issue number Volume 3, Issue 9
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DONOT FORGE

YOU GAIN AN HOUR
WHEN YOU TURN
YOUR CLOCKS BACK
FOR DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME ON
NOVEMBER 6TH!

| Saint sd

ill have a o0bel
g October 23rd, on which people
on a bell in memory of a loved

ill be carried into services on Sunda
er 6th during the opening hymn. Wh
on the altar for those who have died
year will also be lighted. Please pro

Advent begins Sunday, November 27th!

Watch for more information on all the special events of the Christmas season:

e Angel Tree

e Christmas Brunch

e« The Cantata

e All -church Caroling
and more!

Childrends Pageant B a
Kids! We will begin working on our pageant during
Sunday school on October 16th! Dress rehearsal is
set for Saturday, December 17th, and we will
present 6 Baby Jesus We Love You

December 18th. Watch for more information soon!

g

Py

Charge Conference

According to the Book of Discipline of the United
Methodist Church, every congregation will have
a yearly meeting in which a number of particular
items are addressed by the leadership of the
church. On October 25th, at 7 p.m., Ridge
Church will hold our annual Charge Conference.
While anyone is welcome to attend this

meeting, a representative from each committee
(the chair or some other designated person) is
expected. We will act on the following items:

e Vital Congregation goals for 2012
tFad2Nna Fyydzft alft
Nomination of officers for 2012

Report regarding membership rolls

Reports from church committees on 2012 plans
This is an important meeting.

Pl an

I NE

now

Our Administrative Councibnly meets three or
four times each year, so this is the real
opportunity for us all to come together and
share in the business of the church. Additionally,
our Cluster Charge Conference meets annually.
CKA& &SkNRa O2dzy OAf
November 29th.

Dates for the Administrative Council meetings in
2012 are:

e Tuesday, January 24th

(adoption of the 2012 budget)

e Tuesday, April 24th
e Tuesday, August 28th
e Tuesday, October 23rd (Charge Conference)

to attend

catered food and wonderful items for our silent
live auction. Watch for more informatisoon.

CONNECTING
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... through our members

CONNECTNG Ex cer pts from Matt Hayods | RONMAN

Now that | have the medal and photo proof of my finish, | confess that | was really stinking worried
about race day. Even as a type these words, | feel a little bit of relief (and a whole pile of pride) in the
fact that this is a report on my successful completion of the 9/11/11 ironman distance triathlon rather
GKFy 'y SELXFyYyLFiA2y 2F | TSI NBR 45bCé o

Team Hay arrived in Sandusky on Saturday evening for the usual waiting of the lines to get a race
number ... and drop off my trike. The bike corral is filled with these crazy fast looking bikes, my 35 Ib
recumbent looked like a hippo trying to hide in a room full of cheetahs.

L 320 dz2LJ G oYon | ®Y o Ealing tud clostits thelsvifinh starfl pretty@mBch K = G K |
SyadaNBa GKFEG 2ySQa oNBFTTFFad & A fMycréwshieBNdG yas | I A
GKSNB (2 aSS YS 2FF IyR 2FFSNJ 42YS aANBIO I ROAO!

aArft SIOSiwég2dAd R L R2 gAGK2dzi KSNK L FStfd az2ztAR 2
ever with each of my splits being exactly where | wanted, allowing me to finish right at my 1:30 goal.

CKS 0A1S adGFNISR audNRy3 oy23S GKS @g2NR aaidl NGS
R 2 Ay 3 Kndwinj | &tiHiad a lot of pavement to stare at the rest of the day (and night) | was pushing

at about 75%. This plan worked fine for me for the first half of the ride, a distance | have ridden dozens

of times in training before coming home to make pancakes or go watch a t-ball game. But then mile 63
struck. 5 Yy @2dz YAETS co® ! NRPdzyR YAES cn | f2y3 KAfT
YSIEYyAYy3 AlG t221a FilaXodzi y2 aANXAGQAa adAatt |
y2 f2y3aASNI oNBF]l mMp YLK RS&aLAGS e&2dzNJ oSaid STF2N
YIFed NBOFff GKS aolFR aLANRGaEd 0SAy3dI NBLINBaASYyGdSR
exactly howIfelt. L O2dz R FSSf GKS aKlFIR2g¢ga 2F LI aaiay3a Yl i
YS 6&8Sasx ONBSLAyYy3a O2NYy &aAialdy & RHos shaslgws cariyBith thdmi 2 |
GK2dza3KGa tA1S aeéz2dz aGAtt KIFE@S pn YAfSa !'b5 | Y
NBOdzYoSyd GNRT1S Ay ThesKde DNFhoeiglitsl f f G K24S &SI NB ®¢

The last bit of advice | got before race day was to stay in the moment. Up until mile 63, | thought this was a
Gadz2L) yR ayStft G(KS NP 3tamedn nie Sthidng indHE maménigyt Be thJS 2 LI
mile 64, thoughts of all the folks with NF2 that reached out to me got me to mile 65, recalling all the

support from friends and family got me to mile 66 and the most wonderful downhill coast got me to 67.

The bike leg wrapped up as | pulled back into the corral 7 hours and 20 minutes later. My crew chief was
standing there to greet me with smiles after having spent the day braving the roller coasters of Cedar
Pointasasinglerider. L 1y S¢ L ¢l ayQi FSStAy3a ¢Sttt oKSy L a
how bad | was until | saw the way Nora was looking back at me and the way she spoke. Some of you may
1y26 GKIFIG 6SQ@S KIFIR 2dzNJ aKINB 2F OKIFffSyasSa a2
LINBGGe 322R aSyasS 2F RAaGAy3IdzAaKAy3d o0SIim&Sy (K
RATFSNBYOS Aa adomifS> odzi AiGQa F @Fftdz2ofS OKIFN
rare, debilitating neurological disorder. | did what any responsible person would do 9 hours into an
ANRBYYlIY YR fASRY L G2fR KSNIJL ¢la FAYSO b2g f

LGQa + adN}Xy3aS GKAy3 G2 0SS g2NJAy3 2dzi & GKS
have 10 miles to run before the event is over. My biggest worry about the sun is that | fall over in the

dark. LY OF &S GKIFIO LRAYyOG glayQid Ot SENE L YSEyYy L f A
falling until I hit something (reason #131 why | probably should have stuck with 5Ks). Fortunately, the

run was in downtown Sandusky and there was quite a bit of street lighting.

Page6
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written in the last decade because | could at least sing this one in my head. After what was about a 6:20
marathon, we were able to cross the finish together at the 15:42 mark. | finally had my finish line

picture-f St Qa 2dzad Fff LINBGISYR L KIGSYQR2YINIOl¥ DB
expected to feel when | crossed the finish line but it was a rare mix of emotion. | was too tired to feel

pride and too proud to feel tired.

| was able to get around on my own after the race and would describe the feeling as more of total body
discomfort rather than pain. | took a shower, then a bath, and then another shower. | was hungry but
O2dz Ry Qi St G I yR NofaNé&veverwdgzisledp Betine IRolIQfind ShortsSebtedon

the hotel TV. | ended what was about a 23 hour day by checking email and Facebook. Overwhelmed
R2SayQli R2 2dz2aGA0S (G2 K2g L FStd aSSAy3a SOSN
OATFT @2dz tSTG YS | @2A0SYFAt:E GKSy |G GKAaA L2,
L Y 6NAGAYy3 (GKAa 2dzald + ¥Sé RI&a | FGSNI GKS
so often happens when recounting things.. dzi L R2 1Yy 26 LKIYI | LyQ RealRyy YA
LQY |y adNPRIY&E & K| @S 6SSy 2FF RlIe&a TFT2NJ g2 N 2 dz
RARY Qi KIF@S G2 aSd Fy SINIe FtFINY (42 KAG GKS
O2YLX SiSo L Myarmsafe waakéBeg fioin pepe damage following surgery, my balance is

a2 LBR2NJL NARS I GNROeoOfS> L KFE@S o6F0O1 LI AY
Y& ALRR oFddGdSNE A& lftgléa RSIRZ L KIF@S (2 4S|
0fAY1l 2NJ GSIENI NRIKIGXFYR LQY Fy ANBYYlIYy®

(Special thanks and congratulations? to Matt for sharing this blog with us.)

"Can anything good come out of Gary?"

That was heard many times during the semi -final and final
competitions of oO0The Next Big Ch
on one Saturday evening in August fi a night to remember i one of
Munster and Ridge Churchoés own,
one of six finalists.

The Next Big Christian Voice is the brain child of Fred Norris,
of Judah Force Entertainment and Free Flight Productions.
After Fred and his team of judges and radio personalities held
auditions, as well as eliminations of hundreds of potential
contestants, only six finalists remain to compete in Chicago later this month.

Michelle is a senior at Munster High School who sings and plays guitar and
piano. She is a faithful member of Tsunami Worship band, who also writes her
own original music. Congratulations, Michelle!

A from Brother Joe Wright

L L.
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...with our preschool and youth

CONNECTING

The children have been busy
during their first month of school.

ridge ComMmunity
Preschool

September was Library
CardSign-up Mont h, 64q-in,
we enjoyed a visit from the ;
childrends | i br ag s
the Munster Public Library,
who was our guest reader.
There have been lots of smiles and laughter as the
children enjoy friendships, fun activities

and new experiences.

The preschool staff recently joined member from Ridge

Church for Stewards of Children, a nationally -renowned

training program for adults in the prevention of child abuse. This
program was available at no cost through a grant and was presented
by a representative of The Village in Portage.

# We must all be committed to keeping our children safe. They

are our greatest treasure!

YOUTH!

GIFT CARDS

You can purchase *
gift cards through the youth *
scrip program. Every second
Sunday of the month orders

are collected and placedi

simply fill out one of the forms
located near the education hall
and turn it onto the office.

Cards normally arrive by mid-
week in which they are or-

dered. Proceeds go to our

Open Gym program and help
furnish equipment.

EDGE Retreat *®

On October 21st,

22nd and 23rd, the high
school youth will be staying
at Camp LRCA in Crown
Point for their fall retreat.
Youth should register for this
event by going to the church
web site, opening the youth
page and clicking on the cal-
endar. Then click on the
event within the calendar to
register.
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...with our community

Bishop Michael Coyner featured speaker at
Children of Abraham dinner

On Saturday, October 22nd, Bishop Michael Coyner will address those gathered for
Chil dren of Abrahamdés annual fundraiser
Center in Crown Point. The dinner will begin at 6 p.m., and will feature the cuisine of
the Middle East. Tickets are $35 per person, or $300 to reserve a table for 10.

Children of Abraham is a United Methodist Advance Special Project that operates out of
Lake County, and is one of the Indiana C
organization, tens of millions of dollars of medical equipment and supplies have been
shipped to hospitals and clinics that provide free medical care to the most desperate
people in nearly 30 countries. Children of Abraham has the unique distinction of

bringing together Protestant, Catholic, Jewish and Muslim congregations to save lives

in areas of poverty or disaster, while fostering a better understanding between people
from religions that trace their roots to Abraham.

Reservations for dinner can be made by calling 708818-8 3 75, or by usi
Uso section on Chil dr en o fworlbidearf)aonbys web
emailing info@coa-worldwide.org. The Northwest Indiana Islamic Center is located at
9803 Colorado Street in Crown Point.

THANK YOU!

|l tds hard t oWihloteandn wo r difank you to all of my
the appreciation for all appreciation, the family  church family for your
the kindness shown our of Mary Louise Benoit support in so many
familyin from the notes, gratefully acknowledges different ways during

phone calls, visits from  your expressions of my recent illness and
Steve and Nathan, food sympathy. Your surgery. | O
from Lydia Circle, the kindness, prayers and make it, thanks to so
memorial luncheon generosity have beena many friends and their

helpers and those who  great help to us during prayers. | am grateful.
cookedh it all meantso  this difficult time.

much. Larry enjoyed his Sincerely,
role as church treasurer The Simpson Family
and felt Ridge Church Chuck Simpson

was his home.

The Family of
Larry A. Lowery

CONNECTING

19

Page9



...In ministry

CONNECTING

D)

S

Octobet

USHERS

8:30

Cheryl Sorrels
Mandy Barbee
Ray Howe

9:45
Bill & Maria Yost

11:00

Larry Washington
Bernice Nance
Andrea Pitlik

LITURGISTS

8:30
10/2  Chuck Lair
10/9  Kevin Mybeck

10/16 Wes Lukoshus

10/23 Dick Jones
10/30 Tanya Jones

11:00
10/2  Steve Rogers
10/9  Dennis Gray
10/16
10/23 Dennis Gray
10/30

GREETERS

8:30
Bev Keil

9:45
Donna Hill

11:00

10/2 Wayne & Janet Cable

10/9 Roy & Barbara Absher

10/16 Harold & Delores Shevchenko
10/23 Lester & Lorrayne Schmock
10/30 Lester & Lorrayne Schmock

HOSPITAITY

8:30 & 11:00
Martha Circle

9:45
10/2 Marie Cost
Liz Pluta

10/9 Tom & Sue Gajewski

10/16 Karen Groszewski

10/23
10/30 Diane Rangel
Pati Moreno

Page10
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..with our members

gt‘appg Binthday!

CONNECTING

2  Mary Webber Diane Payne 24 Evelyn Anderson
3 Marge Forsythe 12 Roy Absher Alison Kostelich
Laurelyn Goralczyk Tim Zatorski Larry Washington
Barbara Hinkens 13 Austin Martinez Charlene Wilson
Richard Horgan 15 Linda Ehlebracht 25 Jenny Conley
Lorrayne Schmock 16 Owen Keill 27 Bill Caddick
4  David Wickland Thomas Mybeck Michelle Comandella
5 Hope Arendt 17 William Moell Brandon Goralczyk
Jim Hamblin Delores Shevchenko David Walters Il
6 Michael Zaronias Norma Strickland 29 Monte Novak
7 Megan McCarty Adam Tenbarge 30 Kara Boganwright
9 Daniel Cappo 18 Ethan Bazewicz Shelley Cohs
Sheryl Walters 19 Barbara Powell 31 James Dye
10 Carter Chnupa Diana Rogers
October Anniversanies
Carrie & Eric Messmer October 4
John & Monte Novak October 5
Rich & Shirley Matthews October 11
Dick & Louis McClaughry October 13
Matt & Nora Hay October 26
JNTHE FAM(LY
-.. Weddings Homebound
p
o Catherine Kaminski Helen Thomas Helen Tweedle
& Robert Livengood Phyllis Lund Fred & Norma Strickland
m September 9th Geneva Boyd Ginny Scatena
George Erickson Richard Kopp
Lauren Kitchell & Cory Detamore Rosemary Herald Walter Dee
September 24th Ira Vis Jack & Virginia Koehler
: June Brockel Lee Gile
Q L assings. Monte Fowdy Owen Keil
- Guy Wiman Tessie Carroll Margaret Davis
September 3rd John Ashenbremer Eddy Banjura
Mary Louise Benoit Evelyn Anderson
September 8th Connee Sutter

Pagell



RIDGE UNITED NONPROFIT ORG
METHODIST U.S. Postage Paid

Hammond, IN 46320
8607 COLUMBIA AVE

MUNSTER, IN 46321 Permit No. 1503
219-838-4770
Worship: 8:30, 9:45 & 11 am
Sunday School 9:45
Email: ridge@ridgeumc.org
Steven Conger, Senior Pastor
Nathan Whybrew,
Associate Pastor

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME DATED MATERIAL ]
PLEASE RUSH

. Deadline for the
November Connection
: is October 17th !

Watch for Youth Group
members after all three

loved ones as a gift for the
holidays. You simply
worship services on October purchase the gift and fill out
9th, 16th & 23rd. There will the cardfithen items are
be gift items as well as greenery available shipped directly to your recipient. Make

SO you can plan ahead to send greenery to sure to ask a youth about this option!
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