
A year ago, I announced on my 50th birthday that I intended to complete a marathon before I 
ǘǳǊƴŜŘ рмΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘτinstead I completed the Marquette Michigan Marathon 
two weeks after my 51st ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦŀǎǘΣ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ фу ƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ 
finished, I was number 98. But I finished. Some suggest that only about one percent of the 
population has completed a marathon, and I am humbled to be in that company. 
 

I was shocked at how difficult and time consuming the training process was. Having to 
walk/run 25 to 50 miles every week takes a huge amount of time. But I tried to use the 
time effectively by listening to books on my iPod. When I finished the race, people began 
to ask me what next? The answer was easy: I was done, I had accomplished my goal. But 
what took place on Sunday, September 11th changed all that. 
 

Matt Hay completed something that is hard to imagine. That 
Sunday, Matt joined a very select group of people who have 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀƴ LǊƻƴƳŀƴΦ Wǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ LǊƻƴƳŀƴΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
simple actually; all you have to do is swim 2.4 miles, bike 112 and 
then run a full marathon (26.2 miles). Oh, and by the way, you do it 
all in one day. Matt wrote a beautiful diary of that day and posted it 
on his Facebook page. After reading it, and noting that Matt has 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ϷмлΣллл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢ǳƳƻǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ LΩƳ 

inspired to lace up my shoes and do this again. I am no Ironman, but I know that I can 
ǿŀƭƪκǊǳƴ ŀ ƳŀǊŀǘƘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ L Ŏŀƴ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ 
exactly where and when I will be doing this, but I will run/walk this time and move up in 
the standings of finishers! We all have the ability to inspire others. Matt inspires me, and I 
ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ  ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ aŀǘǘΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜǎ с ŀƴŘ т ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ 
youτand that you will be an inspiration to others! 
 

Sermon series: THE PROBLEM WITH LANGUAGE 
 

Christians love to talk in code words. Modern Christians are steeped in a language so 
distorted that it has become a stumbling block to the religion, says internationally- 
ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊ aŀǊŎǳǎ WΦ .ƻǊƎΦ .ƻǊƎ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ 
and the sacred texts and stories in which those words are embedded, have been 
narrowed by a modern framework for the faith that emphasizes sin, forgiveness, Jesus 
dying for our sins, and the afterlife. 
 

Starting on October 2, we will look at the challenges created by language. We will examine how 
words mean different things to different people and we will look at some particular words/
concepts that we as Christians 
often struggle with. For 
example, 
 

Redemption: now 
narrowly understood as Jesus 
saving us from sins so we can 
go to heaven, but in the Bible 
it refers to being set free from 
slavery. 

(continued on page 2) 
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Savior: now refers to Jesus as the one who saves us from our sins, but in the Bible it has a rich 
and wonderful variety of meanings having nothing to do with the afterlife. 
 

SacrificeΥ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŀǎ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
never about substitutionary payment for sin. 

 

As we look at The Problem of Language, we will offer a language for twenty-first-century Christians 
that grounds the faith in its deep and rich original roots and allows it once again to transform our 
lives. Join us for this transformational series. 
 

Pastor Steve 

Apple Picking Outing  
Saturday, October 15th at 9:45 a.m.  

 
Spend the morning with us at County Line Orchard in 
Hobart. Pick some of your favorite apples (you can also 
buy them already picked) or just come have fun watching 
the kids! You can also pick up some yummy apple or 
pumpkin doughnuts to munch on! You may even want to 
take a ride on their "Picker -People -Picker -Upper". We'll 
meet in the church parking lot at 9:45 a.m. and car pool 
together. All children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board across from the 
office if youõre planning to come along. 

 

 

 

 
 

There are lots of things happening, so stop by and check them out for yourself. 

Dinner is served each Wednesday beginning at 6 p.m. We have some great 

cooks who have stepped up to help provide our weekly meals. A donation of 

$5.00 for adults and $2.50 for children under 10 years is asked ñwith no charge for 

children 3 and under. Beginning at 6:30 p.m., a variety of programs are available 

for children and adults. Please help us by signing up on your Connection Card on 

Sunday so we know how many to plan dinner for. You may also call the church 

office (838 -4770) by noon on Monday to make your reservation.  
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Volunteer on Saturday, October 8th, 9 a.m. to noon  
You will sort and organize food in the Food Bankôs Gary 

warehouse, located at 2248 West 35th Avenue.  

Please sign up on the bulletin board across from the church 
office ðand invite your friends.  



Lost your favorite paring knife?  
Or need holiday gift ideas?  
 
If so, the Ridge United Methodist Women have just what you 
need! Beginning this month and continuing through 
November, the UMW will be selling RADA Cutlery. Through 
your purchase of quality knives, youôll help the UMW raise 
funds to support a variety of local, national and international agencies , including 
Meals on Wheels of NWI, Greater Hammond Community Services, The Salvation 
Army, and Heifer International. A RADA catalog and order forms will be displayed 
after all three services on Sunday, October 16th , and will be available in the church 
office to place your orders. 
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... this month  

All-Church 

Hayride & 

Bonfire 
 

Sunday, October 16th, 4 to 7 p.m. at 

Oak Ridge Prairie County Park 

301 S. Colfax Street in Griffith 
 

There is a suggested donation of $5 

per person, which includes a tractor-

driven hay ride, hot dogs, 

marshmallows and beverage. Watch 

for more information and sign-up 

sheets soon! 

RUMC Book Group: THE BOOK THIEF 
 

This story, set in Nazi Germany, is narrated by Death, who describes 
the relationship between a young girl named Liesel, her foster 
parents, Hans and Rosa, and the other residents of their 
neighborhood. Lieselès  book-stealing and story-telling talents help 
sustain her familyäand the Jewish man they are hidingäduring the 
escalation of World War II. 
 

Published in 2005, The Book Thief  has won numerous awards. Come 
join the discussion of this intriguing novel on Monday, October 17th 
at 7 p.m. 
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WELLNESS SCREENINGS  
AT RIDGE CHURCH  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16th  
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  

 
Flu shots for $25  

(Medicare Part B accepted)  

Affordable blood work  

More than 40 tests  

Healthchek Profile only $50  

8- to 12 -hour fast recommended  

 
Please drink plenty of water  

prior to the test!  
 

 Services provided by Healthchek, a low -
cost health and wellness company  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
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Halloween Carnival from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
 

Halloween fun is just around the corner and so is our annual Halloween Carnival. Kids through 5th 
grade are invited to put on their Halloween costumes and get ready for a great time!  
There will be plenty of games and prizes. This year we are asking for families to bring 
non-perishable food items, which will be distributed to local food pantries.  This 
yearly event attracts families in the community for a safe and fun activity.  After 
ÔÈÅ #ÁÒÎÉÖÁÌȟ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÌÏÔ ÔÏ ȰÔÒÕÎË ÏÒ ÔÒÅÁÔȢȱ  
 

TRUNK or TREAT 5:00 p.m. 
 

4ÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ 4ÅÁÍ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÌÐ ÁÓ ×Å ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ 
the children of Ridge Church and our community. Join in the fun and as we work 
together to provide a safe alternative to normal trick-or-treating. Bring your 

Halloween treats to the Ridge Church parking 
lot and decorate your cars and get ready! 
Beginning at 5:00 p.m., children will be invited 
ÔÏ ȰÔÒÕÎË ÏÒ ÔÒÅÁÔȱ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÁÒ ÔÏ ÃÁÒ  ÕÎÔÉÌ ά ÐȢÍȢ 
Help us show our neighbors that we want all 
children to have a fun, safe Halloween. You 
can also spread the word by sharing this 
information with neighbors and friends.    

Prime Time ThursdayñOctober 27th 
Fair Oaks Dairy Adventure 
Weõve all see the sign while traveling down I-65, now 
come along with us as we visit the Fair Oaks Dairy. 
Itõs a country experience youõre sure to enjoy as we 
all get an up-close look at sustainable dairy farming at 
itsõ finest. Our adventure will include a collection of 
educational exhibits, a 4D movie experience, a visit 
to the Birthing Barn and a tour of one of the largest 
working dairies. No trip to the dairy would be 
complete without visiting the cheese factory (they 
have great grilled cheese sandwiches and delicious 
soups), ice cream parlor and gift shop. We will meet 

at the church at 9:00 a.m. and carpool out to the 
dairy.  There is a $7 admission for seniors(62+). 
Lunch is not included in the admission price. 
Sign up on the board across from Kathyõs office. 
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Advent begins Sunday, November 27th!  
 

Watch for more information on all the special events of the Christmas season:  

 

Angel Tree  

Christmas Brunch  

The Cantata  

All -church Caroling  

 and more!  

DONõT FORGET:  

YOU GAIN AN HOUR 
WHEN YOU TURN 
YOUR CLOCKS BACK 
FOR DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS TIME ON 
NOVEMBER 6TH!  

All Saintsõ Day November 6th 
We will have a òbell banneró in the narthex 
beginning October 23rd, on which people 
can pin on a bell in memory of a loved 
one. It will be carried into services on Sunday, 
November 6th during the opening hymn. White 
candles on the altar for those who have died within 
that last year will also be lighted. Please provide the 
names of your loved ones to Holly in the office. 

é in the coming months 
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Childrenõs Pageant: Baby Jesus We Love Youó 

Kids! We will begin working on our pageant during 

Sunday school on October 16th! Dress rehearsal is 

set for Saturday, December 17th, and we will 

present òBaby Jesus We Love Youó on Sunday, 

December 18th.  Watch for more information soon!  

Charge Conference 
 

According to the Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church, every congregation will have 
a yearly meeting in which a number of particular 
items are addressed by the leadership of the 
church. On October 25th, at 7 p.m., Ridge 
Church will hold our annual Charge Conference. 
While anyone is welcome to attend this 
meeting, a representative from each committee 
(the chair or some other designated person) is 
expected. We will act on the following items: 

Vital Congregation goals for 2012 

tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎŀƭŀǊȅ 

Nomination of officers for 2012 

Report regarding membership rolls 

Reports from church committees on 2012 plans 
This is an important meeting. 

 
 
 

Our Administrative Council only meets three or 
four times each year, so this is the real 
opportunity for us all to come together and 
share in the business of the church. Additionally, 
our Cluster Charge Conference meets annually. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ 
November 29th. 
 
Dates for the Administrative Council meetings in 
2012 are: 

Tuesday, January 24th  
    (adoption of the 2012 budget) 

Tuesday, April 24th 

Tuesday, August 28th 

Tuesday, October 23rd (Charge Conference) 

 Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 4th! 

Plan now to attend out Winter Auction. Weõll have 

catered food and wonderful items for our silent and 

live auction. Watch for more information soon.  



... through our members 
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2010 Animal Blessing 

Excerpts from Matt Hayôs IRONMAN  diary:  
 
Now that I have the medal and photo proof of my finish, I confess that I was really stinking worried 
about race day. Even as a type these words, I feel a little bit of relief (and a whole pile of pride) in the 
fact that this is a report on my successful completion of the 9/11/11 ironman distance triathlon rather 
ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜŀǊŜŘ ά5bCέΦ 
  
Team Hay arrived in Sandusky on Saturday evening for the usual waiting of the lines to get a race 
number ... and drop off my trike. The bike corral is filled with these crazy fast looking bikes, my 35 lb 
recumbent looked like a hippo trying to hide in a room full of cheetahs.  
  
L Ǝƻǘ ǳǇ ŀǘ оΥол ŀΦƳΦ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ȅŜŀƘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅΦ Eating too close to the swim start pretty much 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƛƳΦ My crew chief, Nora, was 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳŜ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƭƛƪŜΣ ά{ǘƻǇ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ L Řƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŜǊΚ L ŦŜƭǘ ǎƻƭƛŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƛƳΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ƴȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘ άƭƻƴƎέ ǎǿƛƳ 
ever with each of my splits being exactly where I wanted, allowing me to finish right at my 1:30 goal. 
  
¢ƘŜ ōƛƪŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ όƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎǘŀǊǘŜŘέύΣ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƻǊǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ άLΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΗέ Knowing I still had a lot of pavement to stare at the rest of the day (and night) I was pushing 
at about 75%. This plan worked fine for me for the first half of the ride, a distance I have ridden dozens 
of times in training before coming home to make pancakes or go watch a t-ball game.  But then mile 63 
struck. 5ŀƳƴ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƭŜ соΦ !ǊƻǳƴŘ ƳƛƭŜ сл ŀ ƭƻƴƎ Ƙƛƭƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άŦŀƭǎŜ Ŧƭŀǘέ 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦƭŀǘΧōǳǘ ƴƻ ǎƛǊΧƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ Ƙƛƭƭ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ŧƭŀǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪ мр ƳǇƘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ DƘƻǎǘ όά{ŀƳ ²ƘŜŀǘΗέύΣ ȅƻǳ 
Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ άōŀŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎέ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ƴŀǎǘȅ ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊŜŜǇ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŘ ƎǳȅΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 
exactly how I felt. L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƳŀƛƭōƻȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ ά{ǿŜŜǘ /ƻǊƴέ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŎǊŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ 
ƳŜ όȅŜǎΣ ŎǊŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǊƴ ǎƛƎƴ ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŘŀȅύΦ Those shadows carry with them 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ άȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ рл ƳƛƭŜǎ !b5 ŀ ƳŀǊŀǘƘƻƴ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴέ ƻǊ άƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǿƘȅ [ŀƴŎŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊƛŘŜ ŀ 
ǊŜŎǳƳōŜƴǘ ǘǊƛƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǳǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ These are DNF thoughts. 
  
The last bit of advice I got before race day was to stay in the moment. Up until mile 63, I thought this was a 
άǎǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǎŜǎέ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅΦ Shame on me. Staying in the moment got me to 
mile 64, thoughts of all the folks with NF2 that reached out to me got me to mile 65, recalling all the 
support from friends and family got me to mile 66 and the most wonderful downhill coast got me to 67.  
  
The bike leg wrapped up as I pulled back into the corral 7 hours and 20 minutes later. My crew chief was 
standing there to greet me with smiles after having spent the day braving the roller coasters of Cedar 
Point as a single rider. L ƪƴŜǿ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎǘƻƻŘ ǳǇ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƪŜ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ 
how bad I was until I saw the way Nora was looking back at me and the way she spoke. Some of you may 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ 
ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άŘƻƛƴƎ ƻƪΚέ ŀƴŘ άaŀǘǘΣ ŀǊŜ ¸ƻǳ hYΚέ The 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǳōǘƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 
rare, debilitating neurological disorder. I did what any responsible person would do 9 hours into an 
ƛǊƻƴƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŜŘΣ L ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ L ǿŀǎ ŦƛƴŜΦ bƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ƳŀǊŀǘƘƻƴΗ 
  
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ǊƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ǎŜǘǎ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ L 
have 10 miles to run before the event is over. My biggest worry about the sun is that I fall over in the 
dark. Lƴ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ L ƳŜŀƴ L ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ Ŏŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 
falling until I hit something (reason #131 why I probably should have stuck with 5Ks). Fortunately, the 
run was in downtown Sandusky and there was quite a bit of street lighting. 
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That was heard many times during the semi -final and final 

competitions of òThe Next Big Christian Voiceó in Hobart. And, 

on one Saturday evening in August ña night to remember ñone of 

Munster and Ridge Churchõs own, Michelle Comandella, became 

one of six finalists.  
 

The Next Big Christian Voice is the brain child of Fred Norris, 

of Judah Force Entertainment and Free Flight Productions. 

After Fred and his team of judges and radio personalities held 

auditions, as well as eliminations of hundreds of potential 

contestants, only six finalists remain to compete in Chicago later this month.  
 

Michelle is a senior at Munster High School who sings and plays guitar and 

piano. She is a faithful member of Tsunami Worship band, who also writes her 

own original music. Congratulations, Michelle!  

ñfrom Brother Joe Wright  

bƻǊŀ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƳŜ 9ȅŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƎŜǊ ǿŀǎ ōƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƭƛƴŜΣ LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ 
written in the last decade because I could at least sing this one in my head. After what was about a 6:20 
marathon, we were able to cross the finish together at the 15:42 mark.  I finally had my finish line 
picture--ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ос ǿŜŜƪǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L 
expected to feel when I crossed the finish line but it was a rare mix of emotion. I was too tired to feel 
pride and too proud to feel tired.  
  
I was able to get around on my own after the race and would describe the feeling as more of total body 
discomfort rather than pain. I took a shower, then a bath, and then another shower. I was hungry but 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ŝŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƛǊŜŘ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇΦ Nora, however, was asleep before I could find SportsCenter on 
the hotel TV. I ended what was about a 23 hour day by checking email and Facebook. Overwhelmed 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Řƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ L ŦŜƭǘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ǇƻǎǘΣ ǊŜǇƻǎǘΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
όƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŦǘ ƳŜ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜƳŀƛƭΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜǎǘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ŀǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎύΦ 
  
L ŀƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
so often happens when recounting things. .ǳǘ L Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŀƴ ƛǊƻƴƳŀƴΦ LΩƳ ŀƴ ƛǊƻƴƳŀƴΦ Really, 
LΩƳ ŀƴ ƛǊƻƴƳŀƴΦ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻŦŦ Řŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪƻǳǘǎ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ L 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƭŀǊƳ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ¸ Ǉƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ LΩƳ ŀƴ ƛǊƻƴƳŀƴΦ My arms are weakened from nerve damage following surgery, my balance is 
ǎƻ ǇƻƻǊ L ǊƛŘŜ ŀ ǘǊƛŎȅŎƭŜΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŀŎƪ Ǉŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ άƛƴƴǳƳŜǊŀōƭŜέ ǎǇƛƴŀƭ ǘǳƳƻǊǎΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪΣ 
Ƴȅ ƛǇƻŘ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘŜŀŘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎǳƴƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƎƎƭŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
ōƭƛƴƪ ƻǊ ǘŜŀǊ ǊƛƎƘǘΧŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŀƴ ƛǊƻƴƳŀƴΦ 
 

(Special thanksτand congratulations!τto Matt for sharing this blog with us.) 
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...with our preschool and youth  

THE CONNECTION 

 

The children  have been busy 
during their first month of  school. 

September was Library 
Card Sign -up Month,ó and 
we enjoyed a visit from the 
childrenõs librarian from 
the Munster Public Library, 
who was our guest reader. 
There have been lots of  smiles and laughter as the 
children enjoy friendships, fun activities 

and new experiences.  
 
The preschool staff  recently joined member from Ridge 
Church for Stewards of  Children,  a nationally -renowned 
training program for adults in the prevention of  child abuse. This 
program was available at no cost through a grant and was presented 
by a representative of  The Village in Portage.  

 
We must all be committed to keeping our children safe. They 
are our greatest treasure!  

  

EDGE Retreat 

 

On October 21st, 

22nd and 23rd, the high 

school youth will be staying 

at Camp LRCA in Crown 

Point for their fall retreat. 

Youth should register for this 

event by going to the church 

web site, opening the youth 

page and clicking on the cal-

endar. Then click on the 

event within the calendar to 

register. 
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GIFT CARDS 

 

You can purchase  

gift cards through the youth 

scrip program. Every second 

Sunday of the month orders 

are collected and placedñ

simply fill out one of the forms 

located near the education hall 

and turn it onto the office. 

Cards normally arrive by mid-

week in which they are or-

dered. Proceeds go to our 

Open Gym program and help 

furnish equipment. 



 

...with our community  

Itõs hard to put in words 
the appreciation for all 
the kindness shown our 
familyñfrom the notes, 
phone calls, visits from 
Steve and Nathan, food 
from Lydia Circle, the 
memorial luncheon 
helpers and those who 
cookedñit all meant so 
much. Larry enjoyed his 
role as church treasurer 
and felt Ridge Church 
was his home. 
 
The Family of  
Larry A. Lowery 
 

With love and 
appreciation, the family 
of Mary Louise Benoit 
gratefully acknowledges 
your expressions of 
sympathy. Your 
kindness, prayers and 
generosity have been a 
great help to us during 
this difficult time. 
 
The Simpson Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all of my 
church family for your 
support in so many 
different ways during 
my recent illness and 
surgery. Iõm going to 
make it, thanks to so 
many friends and their 
prayers. I am grateful. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chuck Simpson 

Bishop Michael Coyner featured speaker at  

Children of Abraham dinner 
 

On Saturday, October 22nd, Bishop Michael Coyner will address those gathered for 
Children of Abrahamôs annual fundraiser dinner at the Northwest Indiana Islamic 
Center in Crown Point. The dinner will begin at 6 p.m., and will feature the cuisine of 
the Middle East. Tickets are $35 per person, or $300 to reserve a table for 10. 
 
Children of Abraham is a United Methodist Advance Special Project that operates out of 
Lake County, and is one of the Indiana Conferenceôs largest charities. Through this 
organization, tens of millions of dollars of medical equipment and supplies have been 
shipped to hospitals and clinics that provide free medical care to the most desperate 
people in nearly 30 countries. Children of Abraham has the unique distinction of 
bringing together Protestant, Catholic, Jewish and Muslim congregations to save lives 
in areas of poverty or disaster, while fostering a better understanding between people 
from religions that trace their roots to Abraham.  
 
Reservations for dinner can be made by calling 708-818-8375, or by using the ñContact 
Usò section on Children of Abrahamôs web site (www.coa-worldwide.org), or by 
emailing info@coa-worldwide.org. The Northwest Indiana Islamic Center is located at 
9803 Colorado Street in Crown Point.  
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...in ministry  

GREETERS 
 
8:30 
 Bev Keil 
 
9:45 
 Donna Hill 
 
11:00 
10/2   Wayne & Janet Cable 
10/9   Roy & Barbara Absher 
10/16   Harold & Delores Shevchenko 
10/23   Lester & Lorrayne Schmock 
10/30   Lester & Lorrayne Schmock 

LITURGISTS 
 

8:30 
10/2   Chuck Lair 
10/9   Kevin Mybeck 
10/16  Wes Lukoshus 
10/23  Dick Jones 
10/30  Tanya Jones 
 
 
11:00 
10/2   Steve Rogers 
10/9   Dennis Gray 
10/16   
10/23  Dennis Gray 
10/30 

HOSPITALITY 
 

8:30 & 11:00  
  Martha Circle 
 
9:45 
10/2   Marie Cost  
      Liz Pluta 
10/9   Tom & Sue Gajewski 
10/16  Karen Groszewski 
10/23   
10/30  Diane Rangel 
      Pati Moreno 
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USHERS 
 
8:30 
Cheryl Sorrels 
Mandy Barbee 
Ray Howe 
 
9:45 
Bill & Maria Yost 
 
11:00 
Larry Washington 
Bernice Nance 
Andrea Pitlik 
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2   Mary Webber 
3   Marge Forsythe 
   Laurelyn Goralczyk 
   Barbara Hinkens 
   Richard Horgan 
   Lorrayne Schmock 
4   David Wickland 
5   Hope Arendt 
   Jim Hamblin 
6   Michael Zaronias 
7   Megan McCarty 
9   Daniel Cappo 
   Sheryl Walters 
10  Carter Chnupa 

11  Diane Payne 
12  Roy Absher 
   Tim Zatorski 
13  Austin Martinez 
15  Linda Ehlebracht 
16  Owen Keil 
   Thomas Mybeck 
17  William Moell 
   Delores Shevchenko 
   Norma Strickland 
   Adam Tenbarge 
18  Ethan Bazewicz 
19  Barbara Powell 
   Diana Rogers 

24  Evelyn Anderson 
   Alison Kostelich 
   Larry Washington 
   Charlene Wilson 
25  Jenny Conley 
27  Bill Caddick 
   Michelle Comandella 
   Brandon Goralczyk 
   David Walters II 
29  Monte Novak 
30  Kara Boganwright 
   Shelley Cohs 
31  James Dye 
 

 
 
Carrie & Eric Messmer            October 4 
John & Monte Novak              October 5 
Rich & Shirley Matthews            October 11 
Dick & Louis McClaughry            October 13 
Matt & Nora Hay                 October 26 

Weddings  
 

Catherine Kaminski  
& Robert Livengood 
  September 9th 
 

Lauren Kitchell & Cory Detamore 
   September 24th 

Passings  
 

 Guy Wiman 
 September 3rd 

Mary Louise Benoit 
September 8th 

Homebound  
 

Helen Thomas 
Phyllis Lund  
Geneva Boyd  
George Erickson  
Rosemary Herald  
Ira Vis  
June Brockel  
Monte Fowdy 
Tessie Carroll  
John Ashenbremer  
Evelyn Anderson  
Connee Sutter  

 
 

Helen Tweedle  
Fred & Norma Strickland  
Ginny Scatena  
Richard Kopp  
Walter Dee  
Jack & Virginia Koehler  
Lee Gile  
Owen Keil  
Margaret Davis  
Eddy Banjura 
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Deadline for the  

November Connection  

is October 17th  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Watch for Youth Group 

members after all three 

worship services on October 

9th, 16th & 23rd. There will 

be gift items as well as greenery available 

so you can plan ahead to send greenery to 

loved ones as a gift for the 

hol idays. You simply 

purchase the gift and fill out 

the cardñthen items are 

shipped directly to your recipient. Make 

sure to ask a youth about this option! 


