;} WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL FOR?

November Gratitude is the stuff that makes the world go round. How many times have you
2010 been having a difficult day when somebody does something nice for you? It sure
puts everything in perspective. The sad thing is when somebody does something
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November is a month in which we are asked
to slow down and to give thanks. It was the
pilgrims at Plymouth Plantation in 1621 who
held a harvest feast to thank God following a
successful growing season. Nancy and | had
the opportunity to visit the modern recreation
of Plimoth Plantation this past April. It is an
amazing living community trying to tell the
story from both the early colonists and the
Native American perspective. Listening to their stories, you could understand why
giving thanks was so important, as life was fragile and hard and unpredictable.

Abraham Lincoln, in 1863, a truly horrible year, as the United States was embroiled
Ay | GSNNARo6tS /AGAf 2FNE OFffSR Ftf !
Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent
Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And | recommend to them that while offering
up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and blessings,
they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and
disobedience, commend to his tender care all those who have become widows,
orphans, mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are
unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty
Hand to heal the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be
consistent with the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony,
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So, during this month of Thanksgivingt What are you thankful for?

| thank God for my family, my

Ridge United Methodist Church

The Connection

friends, for this great
community of people who care INSIDE THIS ISSUE: S
aboutmorethanjust #EEI AOAT 60 bDOI (;OA| O 8
themselves. | pray that we can Preschool Page .................... 3
a|WayS see the bounty that we Novemberevents................ 48&5
have, as we reach out and share Mission News . . ................. 6&7
D2RQ& 2dza A0S 4gaA RkogeYouth ................ . ..... 8
Allinthe Family ... ................. 9
Birthdays/anniversaries . . ....... ... 11
Pastor Steve




..with our children
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The Surprising Christmas Paqealg';

Come see the story of the birth of Christ told
humor, mystery and awe!

Sunday, December 19th, 9:45 a.m.

Prepare to experience the mystifying events that occurred before the birth of,
which provide the <context for thisl'yea
Chri st mas Pageant , 0 the shepherds vV e
Bethlehem by angels and are filled with awe. But some-@i#ury kids dressed “
shepherds will probably make you chuckle, so this pageant is designed to al* the
you, the audience to laugh.
2
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«-  Watch events unfold as King Herod plays
"Nativity Jeopardy" with the three wise s
men, who happen to be Albert Einstein j///
Stephen Hawking, and lIsaac Newton =g
This year 6s Pagean =
which the gifts of humor and children tell the story of Christ's bjf
reminding us that God's grace and love appear new to us evéry |
and you doné6t want to miss it ==
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Issue date October 25, 2010
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Statement of frequency Published monthly C HAN G E | .}

Organi zationo6s a Ridde nitedMetldodist @hdrche s s
8607 Columbia Avenue
Munster, IN 46321

Dondét forget to t
the clocks back on November 7th!

Issue number Volume 2, Issue 10
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...with our preschool
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What we're all about

Ridge Community Preschool 6s goal is to enrich ea
needs through everyday experiences. Our teachers plan separate daily, weekly and
monthly curriculums with awareness of the changing needs of our children.

Ridge ComMmunity
Preschool

Within these curriculums are opportunities for both teacher -directed and free -choice
activities. Through hands -on learning, children are given a chance to learn new skills,
strengthen social interactions, develop self -awareness and build their language skills.

We have planned the following activities for November to enhance
learning experiences:

J Take kids on a dinosaur dig With(& %% eschool 0f
J 0Show & Share6 featuring our favorite foods, whi

J Make OFriendship Fruit Saladdé in the spi

N 2 J Celebrate Thanksgiving by a reenactment of the first
D58 % Thanksgiving, preschool style.

In December, our preschool students will be attending The Story of the Nutcracker
at the Center for Visual and Performing Arts.

X}
g

We hope you are as excited as we are about the learning, growing, sharing, and fun that our
students are experiencing as part of Ridge United Methodist Church. Please know that you
are always welcome to stop in for a visit!

N0V WU N WU PN WU SN WUS N

« o Add a Ilittle sunshine to your toddlerfs
/\/" Beginnings <c¢l ass! ltds specially designged
“YN  and 3-year olds fi along with mom, dad, or a guardian. The class meets on Fridays,
and each session lasts 6 weeks. Call today fi the next session begins November 5th!

N
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...this month
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COMING IN

NOVEMBER TO W

The holidays are here, along with the
excitement of shopping, baking,

travelling, and vi si

leave you feeling stressed. So,

well ness is the focu

Wonderful Wednesday Evenings. After
the evening meals on November 3rd
and 10th, Lisa Hodges of Hodges
Chiropractic in Munster will discuss
the importance of good nutrition,
exercise, and reducing stress to stay
healthy, especially during the holidays.

Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. each
Wednesday. The menu for Nov. 3 is:
Chop Suey Casserole

vegetable
cole slaw
Dessert

On Nov. 10:
+ Pizza
+ salad
+ dessert

A donation of $5 for adults and $2.50
for children ages 3 to 10 is
suggested. To help us plan on how
much food to prepare, please let the
office know if you will be attending by
signing up on the Connection Cards
each Sunday, or by calling the office
at 838 -4770.

*Please note that there will be no
WWE on November 17th or 24th.

9999933939343 9343933939303 9303 9303939339303 d3 03 d3 303 J3 83 J3
Primetimers

Join us onThursday,
November 4th at noonfor
our monthly Fellowship
Potluck Lunch, and stay to
watch the filmi Ama z i
Graced 5 Hymns That Changed the

Wo r | This @3minute video uncovers th
stories behind some of our most inspiring
hymns. Learn about
songn What a Friend W
and the 18th Century life of John Newton,
who penned the lyricsf® Ama zi ng
One segment also discusses the work of
German lyricist Joseph Mohr, who wrote t
song translated into English@asSi | e n
N i g HHistorigal insights into the writing
ofbothi I t 1 S Wel | awnd t
AHow Gr eat ar€alsoincluded.t

g

FhyuauSuasssnaussaassny

S'ag'aaaaaa

Shuy
<
<

by

&

This fellowship activity is open to anyone
who would like to attend. Please be sure t
sign up on thé&rimetimers bulletin board
across from Kathy
dondét forget to bri

9&!&1&1&1-‘.10

i
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hhhhh%&l
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On Sunday, November 7th

We will celebrate All Saints Day with a
special ceremony to acknowledge loved

Faith Promise Card.
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RUMC Book Groupii
10The Reading Groupé

In this story set in London, five women meet regularly for book group discussions.
As members of the group form closer friendships over the months, their lives
change as they face joys and crises with their spouses, children, and elderly
parentsii situations that most any reader will identify with. All are welcome to Join
the discussion of this book on Monday, November 15th, at 7 p.m.

WWD (notE) i
something completely different

Wonderfully Weird World of Dartball (WWD) is in full swing on
Mondays again. Our three teams are throwing darts in every
direction, winning and losing, making donuts disappear and <
having fun. At the present time Ridge #2 is tied for first place, ”

Ridge # 1 is tied for second and Ridge # 3 is tied for fourth. The action is hot and heavy g
and an excellent season is expected from all of our teams. But we need your help. We 4;
need you to come up with some names for our teams because some of our players i
candt count to three. Submit names to the c;
in the near future. Please make them easy to spell. ¥
We stil!l have openings on the teams so if y:o
watch a few games or throw some practice daj
your spouse will appreciate Monday nights as much as ours do! ;

Join us on Thursday, Dec. 9th at 11:00 a.m. for our traditional
Christmas Brunch, sponsored by the United Methodist Women.
Tickets are $5 each, and will be sold after Sunday services on
November 21st and 28th. The menu for the morning will be egg
casserole, salad, and ice cream. Watch for more information about
this event!

Page 5



...through missions
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Greetings from Haiti

The earthquake changed the scene we
used to see each day from the guest
house herein Port -au-Pr i nce.
uninhabitable, so guests now use the
second floor of HOPE orphanage.
Mission teams are limited to 12 people
until the new orphanage is completed in
Spring 2011.

HOPE houses 20 girls, 4 nannies, and Tim
and Toby Banks, the missionaries. Down
the two -track dirt road a ways is the Health
Clinic, where we are staying. George is
doing the books for the clinic and is

present for their daily needs. Sue is hosting
teams at the guest house and overseeing
the staff. So far, three teams have come
from the US, and more are expected.

t

0 because it provides community and

Life in Haiti is so interesting. Many
people live in tent cities, some by choice

benefits of earthquake assistance. But
kids got o school, farmers work the land
with machete or hoe, women and
children carry water, and life goes on.
In one tent city near us, 2,500 people
live, among them 300 children who
attend a school made of tarps and
wooden benches.

This is the rainy season, and many
evenings bring torrential rains. We
havendét seen any
that is good!

tents

Love & peace from George & Sue Cook

ReThink Ridge

Thank-you to the following people who
volunteered for ReThink Ridge mission projects:

Jan Watson
Steve Ray
Larry Giannini

Jennifer Olejniczak
Alison Schnoor
Enrique Cook

Jon Lair Kathy Giannini

Ed Rangel Kimberly Giannini
Bob Miskimins Tim Giannini

Kim Miskimins Audrey Olejniczak
Marie Cost Kellie Brandner

Nick Brandner
Valarie Nelson

Sam Cummings
Kaitlyn Olejniczak

Jesse Tillman Russ Altherr
Tom Labus Alice Altherr
Denise Labus Phil Ehlebracht
Chris Kozy Barb Ehlebracht
Tracy Kozy Linda Ehlebracht
Sebastian Kozy Daniel Percak
Madeline Kozy Kasie Tenbarge
Sue Morris

They still need your help!

| f you werenot abl e
Humane Society of Nor
not too late. Kasie Tenbarge will be
volunteering there on November 20th,
December 11th, and January 15th.
Youbre welcome to joi

puppies, play with cats, or clearup around
the building and grounds. You can also
donate the following items:

E Gallons of bleach
E Tennis balls or doggie toys

If you would like to join Kasie, just call the
church office at 8384770.
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new year. Thank you
for the 30 backpacks
and dozens of bags
isn gll thegitgmg t@ey
ids needed. Beyond
filing the needs at
Capes House, extra
supplies went to the
North Township
¢ NHza 1 SSQa
Hohman Avenue to
9 ?ssist needy children
whose parents could
not afford supplies for
their  kids. The

generosity of Ridge Church is amazing, and truly a blessing
OPERATION BACKPACK A HUGE SUCCESS! for the dozens of families touched by this ministry.

The children of Capes House went off to school with all
new backpacks full of school supplies for another

Local Missions Update

A big thanks to all of you who continue to clip
DSYSNI}f aAfta a.2EG2LA
labels, and Campbells points. | mailed off
HUNDREDS to RedBird Mission School in eastern
Kentucky. The school is fighting for its financial life.
Our clippings help them get items they need from
corporate sponsors.

PLEASE NOTE: Campbells will no longer accept front :
labels, only the clearly-t 6 St SR &at hLb¢
of selected products. Please refer to the Mission
bulletin board near the Fellowship Hall for examples
and eligible product listings.

T Kathy Giannini

ahead

w%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%N
~ . ¥
xThe holidays are al most here! I f youdre |ike

a

xshopplng this year will be done on the Internet
sitds just as easy and convenient to help Ridge

&

+ Searching and shopping through Goodsearch, a search engine that donates 50% of its revenue
+ (about a penny per search), is a quick, painless way to make a donation. Simply designate Ridge
+ Church as your charity of choice, and do your web browsing through Goodsearch. Each penny
+ adds upfi since March 2006, Goodsearch users have contributed $972 to Ridge Church this way.

+ You can also ensure that some of your purchases will benefit Ridge by shopping online at

+ Amazon.com, Buy.com, Flowerdelivery.com, Shoebuy.com, and Snapfish.com. Each of these

% retailers share a portion of their revenue with charitable organizations. Between March 2006 and
4. August 2010, Ridge Church has received $1,891 through these online sites.

&
LHELELHGHDLHH9SGHS6SSSS

& e

+So when you®6re doing your online sneoaanyctimeejsringarﬁd

N the yearfi please remember that you can also benefit your church. ‘
B R R R NN N R 2 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R AR R R R AR

&
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...looking ahead
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Ridge Church will be hosting Financial Peace University beginning in January. Financial
Peace University is designed to teach families how to get out of debt, stay out of debt, and
build wealth so they can give like never before. Classes meet each week to watch the

video lessons and patrticipate in small group discussions that will change the way they think
about money!

Dave Ramsey breaks through the common financial jargon and explains how money works
inasimple,easy -to-under stand style. Youdll actually hjave
budgeting, investing, insurance and more. The class has 13 sessions
and costs $93 per family wunit. I n fett
and many other resources.

This is a commitment but the class|car
economic climate. The first session will be a free preview and will be
on Sunday, January 23, at 1:30 p.m. in Room 106. If you are interested
in taking the class please call the church office to sign up and watch

for details to come. You can also get more information online at www.daveramsey.com

L/
BATMAN & THE EDGEYOUZ;RI'EENERY SALE

Ridge Churchdés high schi§wduosderctlh group,

EDGE, 060 is | ooking forwar . f | ret
Friday through Sunday, November 12-14 at C rls'trﬁasagreeﬁéry

Epworth Forest Camp in North Webster, from the youth,
|l ndi ana. The theme t©htey plfeas!?eSIiSterh s fBa tw
campy, old-school TV series. The group will .

leave Ridge Church at 5:30 p.m. Friday, and carefully later this
return to church at 1 p.m. on Sunday. The costis Mmonth to hear when
$50, which can by paid by November 12th. To  the greenery is to be delivered.
register for this fun weekend, please go to the
following web page:

Thank you to all who
purchased greenery in
support of our youth
missions!

https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?hl=
en&formkey=dGxyX3NDbDJpZVRXSy1XZ1hyX
29fQUEBMQ#qid=0 .

For any question, please contact Pastor Nathan.
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...all in the family

Births _ Changes of Address

. Owen James Kirk, Geneva Boyd

born October 6th in Seattle, Washington, 9895 Hoosier Village Drive
X grandson of Larry & Gail Bazarko Apt 5306
- Ethan James Basewicz, Indianapolis IN 46268

born October 18th in Aubrey, Texas
to Nicole & Robert Basewicz,
grandson of Andrea Pitlik,
great-grandson of Bernice Nance

She is in an independent living community that is
close to her daughter in Zionsville.

Phyllis Lund :
(FAYG ' yOK2Y&Q4& bdzNEAY
203 Franciscan Drive °
Crown Point, IN 46307

2. Baptisms
* Liam Joseph Caddick, Audrey Combs
| son of Steve & Maria Caddick, 540-533-1452
October 24th This is a new phone number. She sends her personal

greetings to all and thinks of her church family often.

CONFIRMATION 2011

A new confirmation Confirmand Mentor
class began in Brian Battista Wes Lukoshus
October. and will Nick Brandner Don Sopetti

e : Addison Bryce Marion Ray
contllnue Lfmt'l Daniel Cappo Bill Wilson
Confirmation Brodie Claesgens Richard Kitchell
Sunday in May. Lexi Martinez Jill Newsom
Here is the list of Julie Neidow Kris Schumacher
confirmands and Daniel Percak Dave Miller
B eTItOrs. Al'szah Rangel Kat hy OdBri en

! Nick Redman
Please keep them in Anna Riggs Holly Cummings
prayer as they walk Andrea Scardine Deb Birgel
this faith journey Claire Svoboda Beth Kitchell
together. Patrick Toth Jon Lair
Chloe Zatorski Laruen Holloway
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...In ministry
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GREETERS
8:30 9:45 11:00
11/7  Ann Carter & Dave Walters & 11/ Guy & Pat Wiman
Kathy Giannini Tom & Denise Labus 11/14 Richard & Lois
11/14  Ann Carter McClaughry
11/21 Ann Carter & 11/21 Tom & Virginia
Bev Keil Schreuder
11/28 Ann Carter & 11/28 Don & Elise
Bev Keill Lammering
USHERS LITURGISTS HOSPITALITY
8:30 8:30 8:30 & 11:00
Bill Carter 11/7  Sue Molenaar Lydia Circle
Pat Snyder 11/14 Casey Clarke
Russ Snyder 11/21 We Lukoshus 9:45
11/28 Chuck Lair 11/7  Marie Cost &
9:45 Liz Pluta
Don & Diane Sopetti 11:00 11/14 Tom & Sue
11/7  Corene Buchanan Gajewski
11:00 11/17 Dennis Gray 11/21 Karen Groszewski
Chuck Simpson 11/21 Dennis Gray 11/28 Glenda Adams &
Dorothy Seefurth 11/28 Casey Clarke Jennifer Zaronias
Wayne Cable

Page 10 THE CONNECTION



..with out members

‘o2 o Swoesue Soe SudSud Swe Sy

h

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

=

[

'

(>'> 5

1 Karen Mitchelltree 14 Nancy Conger 24 Janice Dobrinich

. 2 Eunice Leo Sara Erwin Lori Plesha ‘
m@} 3 Donald Lammering Steve Ray 25 Andrea Pitlik ‘*‘Sﬂ"
y, Kat hy OG6GBr i en Gloria Thomson 26 Judi Fremouw g“
u@ 4 Tim Lukoshus 15 Millie Gresham Tracy Kozy il
A 5 Kasie Tenbarge 16 Marion Ray Claire Scardine @W

6 Bill Thomson 18 Corene Buchanan 27 Richard Parbst :
. 7  Christopher Cappo Noah Moell 28 Kyle Kristoff Y
o) Brett Stewart 19 Kerry Connor 29 Josh Lukoshus gﬁ
0 § 8 Dylan Hoehn Ray Luyster Allison Mybeck
am Madeline Kozy Mariana Rogers Alison Schnoor %’ e
o k Marcia Matthews 20 Maria Yost 30 Elizabeth Andree Wl
‘1@} 11 Donna Hill 21 Linda Thomas )
U@ 13 Betty Angotti 22 Dolores Ray
& Matt Westerlund 22 Mary Jo Smith

wl
O
%ﬁo

(SN Yo, SN »6 (SN -

e Soewe e we e e e

Happy Anniversary! HOLIDA)’ T|P

@O:‘g)@

Wayne & Janet Cable November/10 The choirs of Ridge will be

Buddy & Claire Scardine  November 14 presenting the Christmas

Roy & Barb Absher November 19 N

Charles & Nancy Simpson November 24 cant Ia t, a, oBehol
David & Sheryl Walters November 25 fg:[h a_l_(?]re]' igr??a?g’ V[\ziﬁcbeember
Larry & Kathy Giannini November 28 '

Bill & Janie Wilson November 29 presented at both the 8;30

and 11:00 services.

Page 11

d



NONPROFIT ORG

U.S. Postage Paid

Hammond, IN 46320
Permit No. 1503

[
O
o
DU
EH
- O
Z
D0
WA
o

DO
~ JC
o

T
L
S

L
>
<<
=
)
=
>
—
(@)
o
[
o
O
©

.l
~
m
©
=
=
o
(9 )
T
(Vo)
=
=
=

o
N~
N~
h
)
o™
b
o
e
~N

Worship: 8:30, 9:45 & 11 am

Sunday School 9:45
E-mail: ridgeumc@sbcglobal.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Steven Conger, Senior Pastor

Nathan Whybrew,
Associate Pastor

[www.ridgeumc.org]
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