
άLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΗέ 
 
!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ƎƻŜǎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ 
difficult time for many people. The cold weather, the huge 
expectations, the demands on our time and energy (let alone our 
pocket books), is enough to bring anyone down. But Christmas will 
be here before we know it, so we might as well make the best of 
this season. 
 
But before Advent can begin, I am leading a pilgrimage to Israel and 
WƻǊŘŀƴΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ [ŀƴŘΣ 
and I am really looking forward to all the new things I will be able to 
experience. While I am gone, I plan to blog a daily journal of the trip, 
and I will be sure to post pictures regularly on my flickr and facebook 
pages. I know that being in the land of Jesus will get me ready for 
Thanksgiving and Advent upon my return. 
 
Our theme for Advent this year is THE CHRISTMAS STORY. It has nothing 
to do with the movie of the same nameτinstead, we will look at what 
the Christmas story means for us today. This is a truly wonderful season 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
incarnation. 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΥ hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ муǘƘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭƭ 
be blessed with our special events of the season. 
At 8:30 and 11:00 services, we will have our 
Christmas Cantata, and at 9:45 our children will 
present their very special Christmas Pageant. Be 
sure to join us for both of these great events! 
 
It is my hope that 
during the Advent 
season, you will draw 
closer in your walk 
with God and that 
transformation will 
take place in your life. 
 
Pastor Steve 
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DONõT FORGET:  
 
YOU GAIN AN HOUR WHEN YOU TURN YOUR 
CLOCKS BACK FOR DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
TIME ON NOVEMBER 6TH!  
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Pastor Steve will be in Israel 

November 8th through November 

20th. While he and several others 

from Ridge Church are visiting the 

Holy Land, we will welcome two 

special speakers during the study 

portion of the evenings, beginning 

at 6:45 p.m. You will hear from:  

 

November 9th ñ Ernest Fruehauf, a 

Holocaust survivor, who will share his 

story of survival, strength and 

courage. His talk will include a 

special slide presentation.  

 

November 16th ñNaomi Taubin, a 

young Israeli, is currently working in our 

community on behalf of the Jewish 

Federation. Her focus is to reach out 

to churches in our region to help 

promote a better understanding of 

Israel. She will talk about living in 

Jerusalem, a holy City that is important 

to Jews, Christians and Muslims.   

 

Both speakers have been made 

possible through the Jewish 

Federation of Northwest Indiana, 

Michael Steinberg, executive director.  

Please join us for dinner each Wednesday at 6 p.m. A donation of $5 for 

adults and $2.50 for children under age 12 is suggested. Children ages 3 

and younger eat free! Our menus for November are:  

 

November 2nd      Mostaccoli, salad, bread, dessert  
 

November 9th       Oven -fried chicken, baked potato, coleslaw, biscuits,  

                 dessert  
 

November 16th      Beef stew, salad, apple sauce, dessert  
 

November 23rd      Thanksgiving Break (no WWE)  
 

November 30th      Pizza, salad, dessert  
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... this month  

Lost your favorite paring knife? Or need holiday gift 
ideas? If so, the Ridge United Methodist Women have just what you need! 
Continuing through November, the UMW will be selling RADA Cutlery. Through 
your purchase of quality knives, youôll help the UMW raise funds to support a 
variety of local, national and international agencies , including Meals on Wheels of 
NWI, Greater Hammond Community Services, The Salvation Army, and Heifer 
International. A RADA catalog and order forms are available in the church office to 
place your orders. 

RUMC Book Group: THE GREATEST GENERATION 
 

Tom Brokawès book tells, through the stories of individual men 
and women, the story of America's citizen heroes and heroines 
who came of age during the Great Depression and the Second 
World War and went on to build modern America. Their 
everyday lives reveal how a generation persevered through war, 
and were trained by it, and then went on to create interesting 
and useful lives and the America we have today. 

Join the discussion of this inspiring book on Monday, November 
14th at 7 p.m. 
 

Theater at the Center Outing  

Primetime Thursday will be celebrating the Christmas Holiday by 
gathering at the Center for Visual and Performing Arts for a Christmas 
,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ Ψ ÐȢÍȢ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ  Ȱ!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ .ÉÇÈÔ "ÅÆÏÒÅ 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȱ ÏÎ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΫȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÓÔ ÉÓ ΓΪΨȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ Á 
catered meal and ticket to the show. If you are a season ticket holder and 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÅ +ÁÔÈÙ /ȭ"ÒÉÅÎȢ 7Å ÏÎÌÙ ÈÁÖÅ ΨΦ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓ 
for this event, so please sign up as soon as possible on the sign- up sheet 
ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÆÒÏÍ +ÁÔÈÙȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÅÎÕ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓȡ 

Cream of Tomato Rice Soup 
Roast Sirloin of Beef or Baked Cornish Hen 

Yukon Gold Baked Potato and Peas & Carrots 
Red Velvet Cake 

 

CONNECTING 

Page 3 



 

THE CONNECTION 

 

Page 4 

CONNECTING 

 

 

 

NATIONAL COLLECTION WEEK IS NOVEMBER 14 ð21 

For those of you who enjoy packing a small gift box for a child in an impoverished 
country, Ridge Church is again participating in Operation Christmas Child, a ministry 
of Samaritanõs Purse. Itõs simpleñpick an age and gender, take an ordinary shoe box 
(even plastic ones are okay) and fill it with little toys and necessities. An excellent 
brochure and handout are available on the Missions table in each entryway. A 
suggested donation of $7 per box covers the cost of  international shipping. If you 
pay online at www.samartianspurse.org/OCC , a bar code will tell you where your box 
goes! You can also submit cash in your box and Kathy Giannini will do it for you. She 
will be happy to help or answer questions ñjust call 219 -924-1355 or email 
kathleen.gianinni@comcast.net.  
 
Last year, Ridge Church boxes were sent to India, and in 2009 children in several 
countries of Africa received gift boxes. Please return your boxes to church no later 
than Sunday, November 13th. And thank you!  

 

Want to be an angel for  

an angel?  

Itôs hard to believe, but The Salvation Armyôs 
Christmas preparations are starting, and Ridge 

Church will be sponsoring an Angel Tree. Through 
this program, you can provide gifts for 

underprivileged children who might not have any this holiday. New toys and 
clothing for infants through early teens are needed. Trees with tags will be 
out soonðplease take a tag or two as a reminder. Return gifts unwrapped 
(tags do not need to be returned) in early December. 
 
The Salvation Army sets all items out in a ñstoreò format, and escorts parents 
around to ñshopò for their children. Parents can then choose items for their 
individual children and ensure equality between siblings.  
 
Local stores will soon be having lots of holiday salesðcan you pick up some 
nice items for local kids? If you have any questions, call Kathy Giannini at 
219-924-1355. 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH  

FROM 2 P.M. TO 6 P.M. 
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Some say Thanksgiving should be more 

than just a single day. When you 

donate blood through your American 

Red Cross, you can give thanks for a 

lifetime.  

 

òAs you reflect on what you are grateful 

for this holiday season, set aside time to 

come donate blood,ó said Sharyn 

Whitman, CEO for the Indiana -Ohio 

Blood Services Region of the American 

Red Cross. òYour donation can give 

someone another moment, another 

day, another holiday to spend with 

loved ones and friends. And thatõs 

something to feel thankful for.ó 

 

Patients across the U.S. need more than 

44,000 units of blood each day to treat 

emergency and ongoing medical 

conditions. Locally, about 500 blood 

donations are needed daily for patients 

in the 60 hospitals served by the 

Indiana -Ohio Region of the Red Cross. 

But while the need for blood is 

constant, the supply of blood 

sometimes isnõt. Blood donations can 

dip around the holidays, making it 

important for donors to make and keep 

appointments to ensure a strong and 

stable blood supply for sick and injured 

people.  

 

òIf you want to express your gratitude 

this holiday season and do something 

meaningful for others, try blood 

donation,ó said Whitman, òSomeone, 

maybe in your very community, will 

need blood this holiday season and will 

be thankful for the gift of life you can 

give.ó 

 

For more information or to schedule 

your appointment, contact Kathy 

OõBrien at 219-838-4770 or visit 

redcross.org  

MID-LAKES CLUSTER MEETING 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH 

6:30 P.M. @ DYER UMC 
 

Ridge Church will host a special Cluster meeting with churches of the Mid-Lakes 
Cluster to help us work cooperatively with other United Methodist Churches and to 
hold each other accountable. 
 
As part of the agenda, we will share our Vital Congregation Goals (which were adopted 
at our Charge Conference on October 25th) and discuss ways that we can covenant 
with New Day United Methodist Church to support and encourage that ministry. 



... during Advent  

THE CONNECTION 

2010 Animal Blessing 
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Back by popular demand: Ring the bell 

for The Salvation Army!  
 

Ridge members & friends can volunteer on Saturday, 

December 3rd at Jewel/Osco in Munster. Sign up for a 30 -

minute time slot ñor as many as you choose!ñon the bulletin 

board across from Hollyõs office. 

5ÎÉÔÅÄ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ "ÒÕÎÃÈ 
Join us on Thursday, Dec. 8th at 11 a.m. for our traditional 
Christmas Brunch, sponsored by the United Methodist Women. 
Tickets are $5 each, and will be sold after Sunday services on 
November 20th & 28th, and December 5th. The menu for the 
morning will be brunch casserole, salad, and ice cream. The Munster High School 
music department will provide entertainment. 

CHRISTMAS 

CANTATA 

 

΅.ÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ 
Love" skillfully guides 
the listener through the 
Christmas story, as 
though hearing it again 
for the first time. Three narrators interject 
with familiar scripture passages and 
personal reflections, while an intriguing 
array of musical styles beautifully express 
the essence of Christmas: the gift of the 
&ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÌÏÖÅȢ 9ÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÓ ÔÈÉÓ 
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÅÐÐÅÒ #ÈÏÐÌÉÎȭÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ-
unique perspective in word and music at the 
8:30 and 11:00 services. 

òBABY JESUS,  

WE LOVE YOUó 

 

Come travel along 
with the Ridge 
Gang as they 
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ Ȱ"ÁÂÙ 
Jesus, We Love 
9ÏÕȢȱ 'ÅÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
Christmas Spirit as 
our children sing 
ÓÕÃÈ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃÓ ÁÓ Ȱ/ #ÏÍÅȟ !ÌÌ 9Å &ÁÉÔÈÆÕÌȟȱ 
ÁÎÄ ÎÅ× ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅÓ ÌÉËÅ Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 0ÒÁÙÅÒȢȱ 
 
Be sure to put Sunday, December 18th at 
9:45 on your calendar for our fantastic 
ÁÎÎÕÁÌ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 0ÁÇÅÁÎÔȦ 



... with our community  
Benefit Jazz Concert for Children of Abraham 

Sunday, November 13th @ 6 p.m. 
 Clay Church, South Bend 

 
Enjoy an evening of smooth jazz by recording artist David Wells and 
The Jim Pinkley Trio. Tickets are $10 (children and youth are free if 
accompanied by a parent), and you can reserve yours by calling the 
church office at 838-пттлΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ 
interested in paying a little extra to travel to and from the concert in a 
rented bus. Based on feedback, Champ Merrick, executive director of 
Children of Abraham, will rent a suitable vehicle. 

In recent months, 
members of Ridge 
Church picked up 
trash at the Dunes 
and collected 520 
pairs of athletic 
shoes for the Nike 
ReUSE A SHOE 
program.  
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...with our preschool and members  

THE CONNECTION 

Falling leaves, pumpkin patch hayrides, and 
Halloween parties have kept all the children 
busy during the autumn season at Ridge 
Community Preschool. Now they are looking 
forward to our Thanksgiving celebration.  

 

During the month of November we will collect items to donate to 
local food pantries and learn about giving and thinking about the 
needs of others.  
 

We hope that everyone has a happy and healthy Thanksgiving!  

 

 

 

Gale Broadbent 

Heather Burmester 

Nick Burmester 

Champ Merrick 

Laura Standley 

Cindy Stath 

Celebrating Births: 
 

Oliver Stephen Boilek, September 27th,  
 son of Ryan & Lauren Boilek, grandson 

of Cindy (Schneider) Regnier 
 

Nicholas Hans Burmester, September 30th, 
 son of Nick & Heather Burmester,  
 grandson of Gale Broadbent 
 

Emilia Sophia Cook, October 7th,  
 daughter of Enrique & Alison Cook 
 

Kevin Hassan Tabari II, October 18th, 
 grandson of Holly Cummings, great-

grandson of Marge Forsythe 
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Ridge Humanitarian of the Year  

7ÈÏ ÆÒÏÍ 2ÉÄÇÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÅÍÂÒÁÃÅÓ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 
Ȱ7ÅÌÌ ÄÏÎÅȟ ÇÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌ ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔȱ 

offering? Who provides service and outreach 
in extraordinary ways? Who willingly gives  
of himself or herself in compassionate and 

gracious ways? Hopefully, someone(s) comes 
to mind. And assuming so, please nominate 

that person for Ridge United Methodist 
#ÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ (ÕÍÁÎÉÔÁÒÉÁÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒȢ 3ÅÎÄ  

an e-mail or give Pastor Steve or Nathan your 
nomination with a statement of up to 100 
words in support of your nominee. Please  
ÄÏ ÓÏ ÂÙ $ÅÃȢ ήȢ ,ÁÔÅÒ ÉÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ 
announce our 2011 Ridge Humanitarian(s)  

of the Year. 

Dear Ridge UMC Members,  
I just wanted to let you know about three 
dedicated people who have been very helpful 
to me as I navigate and direct the Tsunami 
Band, as well as oversee those who are 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά{ƛƎƘǘ ϧ {ƻǳƴŘέ ƻƴ 
Sunday mornings! From left to right are: 
Daniel J. Percak, PowerPoint tech; Thomas A. 
Olejniczak, Audio/Sound tech; and Audrey 
Olejniczak, Tsunami singer and audio folder 
administrator. 
 

Yours in Christ: Brother Joe Wright 



HELP ME RUN AWAY FROM HOME! 

40+ YEAR-OLD Baldwin Acrosonic piano with pecan finish in need  

of some TLC. If interested, please call 219-836-5467. Iõd love a 

home with children! 

 

 

Thank you to all who helped 
in the creation of a 
wonderful ceremony to 
commemorate Guy Wimanõs 
life. My family and I couldnõt 
have asked for better. We 
are deeply appreciative and 
would like to let everyone 
know that all of the efforts 
made have not gone 
unnoticed. Thank you for the 
love and support of this 
community in our time of 
need. 
 
The Wiman Family 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Pastors Steve and 
Nathan. How could I have 
done it without you? Thanks 
to my wonderful family and 
friends. Thanks for the 
beautiful lunch and to all 
those great cooks who 
prepared that delicious food. 
 
I feel so much love and 
support from so many 
peopleñhow lucky can I be! 
 
Love to you all, 
 
Gloria Banjura 
 
P.S. Thank you for loving 
Eddy so much. You have 
good taste! 
 

I would like to thank 
everyone for your cards and 
prayers during and after my 
operation. Thanks to 
everyone who brought food 
to our house (all so good!). 
Thanks to Nathan for being 
at the hospital with us and to 
Steve for his calls and 
prayers. 
 
What a wonderful church to 
be part of. 
 
God bless, 
 
Cheri OõBrien 

Have you noticed ...  

 ... the bright, new fluorescent lights in the Education Hall and rooms?  
 ... the new faucets in the restrooms?  

 ... that hot water is now available in the parlor and sanctuary restrooms?  
 ... the motion lights in the restrooms?  

 
Thanks go to the Environmental Missions Committee for purchasing the 

energy efficient lights and to Dave Miller for installing them ðand for doing 
the other improvements that will use less energy and save us money. 

Thank you, Dave  
 

The Trustees also want to thank Rich & Shirley Matthews, Pat Cappo, and 
others who have planted, watered, weeded, and tended the gardens in front 

of our church. The hot, dry summer made the work especially difficult.  
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...in ministry  

GREETERS 
 
8:30 
11/6   Barbara Hinkens 
11/13  Wes & Betty Lukoshus 
11/20  Wes & Betty Lukoshus 
11/27  Wes & Betty Lukoshus 
 
9:45 
      Tom & Sue Gajewski 
 

11:00 
11/6   Joan Whitcombe & Helena Larson 
11/13   Dick & Lois McClaughry 
11/20   Dennis & Sue Gray 
11/27   Rich & Shirley Matthews 
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USHERS 
 
8:30 
Cheryl Sorrels 
Mandy Barbee 
Ray Howe 
 
9:45 
Bill & Maria Yost 
 
11:00 
Larry Washington 
Bernice Nance 
Andrea Pitlik 

LITURGISTS 
 

8:30 
11/6    Bill Wilson 
11/13   Casey Clarke 
11/20   Nancy Conger 
11/27   Kathy Giannini 
 
11:00 
11/6    Adam Tenbarge 
11/13   Casey Clarke 
11/20   Steve Rogers 
11/27   Michael Brandner 
 
 

HOSPITALITY 
 

8:30 & 11:00  
      Lydia Circle 
 
9:45 
11/7   Marie Cost  
      Liz Pluta 
11/13  Tom & Sue Gajewski 
11/20  Karen Groszewski 
11/27  Diane Rangel   
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...with our members  
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1  Karen Mitcheltree 
2  Eunice Leo 
3   Don Lammering 
   YŀǘƘȅ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 
4   Tim Lukoshus 
   Kasie Tenbarge 
6   Bill Thomson 
7   Christopher Cappo 
   Brett Stewart 
8  Madeline Kozy 
   Marcia Matthews 
11  Donna Hill 
13  Betty Angotti 
   Matthew Westerlund 

14  Nancy Conger 
   Sara Erwin 
   Steve Ray 
   Gloria Thomson 
15  Glen Boganwright 
   Millie Gresham 
16  Marion Ray 
18  Corene Buchanan 
   Noah Moell 
19  Kerry Connor 
   Ray Luyster 
   Mariana Rogers 
20  Maria Yost 
21  Linda Thomas 

22  Dolores Ray 
   Mary Jo Smith 
24  Janice Dobrinich 
   Lori Plesha 
25  Andrea Pitlik 
26  Judi Fremouw 
   Tracy Kozy 
   Claire Scardine 
27  Richard Parbst 
28  Kyle Kristoff 
29  Alison Cook 
   Josh Lukoshus 
   Allison Mybeck 
30  Elizabeth Andree 

 
 
Wayne & Janet Cable                 November 10 
Buddy & Claire Scardine                November 14 
Roy & Barbara Absher                November 19 
Chuck & Nancy Simpson                November 24 
David & Sheryl Walters                 November 25 
Larry & Kathy Giannini                November 28 
Bill & Janie Wilson                   November 29 

 

Passings  
 

 Eddy Banjura 
October 10th 

Homebound  
 

Helen Thomas 
Phyllis Lund  
Geneva Boyd  
George Erickson  
Rosemary Herald  
Ira Vis  
June Brockel  
Monte Fowdy 
Tessie Carroll  
John Ashenbremer  
Evelyn Anderson  

 
 

Connee Sutter  
Helen Tweedle  
Fred & Norma Strickland  
Ginny Scatena  
Richard Kopp  
Walter Dee  
Jack & Virginia Koehler  
Lee Gile  
Owen Keil  
Margaret Davis  
Jean Miskimins 

Baptisms  

Jack Andrew Messmer 
October 9th 

 

Royce Delmer Chenore, October 16th 
 

Ryden James Dye, October 16th 
Ella Eudora Dye, October 16th 


