
The calendar keeps saying that it’s spring, but the weather doesn’t seem 
to be cooperating. Actually, as I write this, summer seems just around the 
corner. I feel that way because I am busy working on the senior video that 
we will share on June 5th. That will be a special day as we honor the 10 
students who graduate from High School this year. This summer is going 
to be very special as well. The month of June will be filled with many 
special events: 
 

June 5  Graduation Sunday 

June 12 Mission Sunday 

June 19 Celebrate the Ordination of Nathan Whybrew 

June 26 Begin summer preaching series: God On Film 

 
Be sure to join us and bring a friend or two for these 
wonderful worship events this summer! 
 
As Nathan and I begin this summer’s worship series: 
God on Film, we want to encourage you to gather 
together a group of people to either watch the movie at 
home (if it is already available on DVD) or go to the 
theater and then discuss it. The films that we have 
chosen include some of the expected blockbusters this 
summer (Harry Potter, Pirates of the Caribbean) and 
also some lesser known movies such as “The Tree of 
Life” and “Soul Surfer.” 
 
What will make the worship most successful is if we 
truly get a dialog going about contemporary culture and 
our Christian values. This series can also enable us to 
meet new people as we create viewing opportunities. 
 
If you would like to 
“host” a viewing let 
the church office 
know and we can 
promote it for you. 
Let’s make this a 
special summer, 
here at Ridge Church. 
 
Pastor Steve 

COMING SOON: GOD ON FILM 
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Weôve been talking about it for 
months, and Graduation is finally 

here! Join us on Sunday, June 5th as 

we celebrate our graduating seniors 
during all worship services. Between 

the services, graduates and their 

families will be honored with a 
special breakfast sponsored by the 

Education Team.  

Our 2011 graduates are:  

 
 

 

Jacob Caddick  
Haley Conger   

Brandon Goralczyk  

Lauren Morrison  
Kaitlyn Olejniczak  

Emilie Riggs  

Lindsey Sopetti  
Michelle Sopetti  

Kaelyn Toth  

Hannah Wagner  

RUMC Book Group meets twice in June! 
 

òIn the Presidentõs Secret Serviceó 

Because Secret Service agents are sworn to secrecy, the American public rarely 
knows what presidents, vice presidents, presidential candidates, and Cabinet 
officers and their families are really like. If they did, says a former Secret 
Service agent, "They would scream." 
  
Join the discussion of this book on Wednesday, June 1st at 7 p.m. 

 
òPrayers for Saleó 
Set in the high country of Colorado during the Depression, this is the story of an 
unforgettable friendship between two womenñ86-year-old Hennie Comfort and 
17-year-old Nit Spindleñand the deepest hardships and darkest secrets they 
shared with each other. 
 
Join this book discussion on Monday, June 27th at 7 p.m. 
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Pastor Nathan is being ordained! 
 

On Saturday, June 11th, Pastor Nathan will be ordained 

during the Indiana Annual Conference. This will mark the 

end of a process that he began several years ago, and  

is a very special occasion. All members and friends of 

Ridge Church are invited to attend the Ordination service, 

and to be present as Pastor Nathan is ordained a Full Elder 

of the United Methodist Church. The worship service will be 

at  10 a.m. (Eastern time) at Emens Auditorium on the 

campus of Ball State University in Muncie. A catered lunch is being planned following 

the ceremony at the Wesley Foundation, located at College Avenue United Methodist 

Church, near the university. The price of lunch will be $12.50 per person, with children 

under age six paying a reduced price. Your paid reservation is due by Sunday, June 5th. 

Please contact Kathy OõBrien to make reservations, or if youõd like to carpool to Muncie 

with others from church. Kathy will be compiling two lists: one for people who are able to 

drive and how many passengers they can take; and one for those who would like to 

attend and will need a ride.  

Youõre invited to 

an Open House 

to celebrate the graduation  

of Haley Conger 

Sunday, June 26th 

4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

1401 Oriole Drive 

Munster 

Come join us! 

Beginning Sunday, 

June 12th, children in 

kindergarten through 

5th grade will take a 

break from our regular 

Sunday School. 

Instead, children are 

encouraged to come 

to the beginning of the 

9:45 a.m. Solid Ground service. There will be 

a special childrenõs message each week. 

Then, at Connection Time, they will go to 

their classrooms with their teacher for a 

shortened class time.  
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Shake it Up Café is coming! 
 

Beginning Monday, July 11th through July 15th, weõll 
have all the original recipes for VBS fun here at Ridge 
UMC for children ages four through 5th grade!  
 

Each day, Shake it Up Café starts with the right 

ingredients. Weõll pour in rockinõ praise music, whip up 
plenty of creative crafts, sprinkle with sports and snacks, mix in a heart for mission and 
cover it all with Godõs love! 
 
In our kid -friendly caf® full of pots, pans and aspiring chefs, weõll explore the Bible as a 
cookbook filled with recipes for living out Godõs word. We will be collecting food items 
to be donated to the food pantries of Dyer UMC and Cedar lake UMC.  
 

 Monday ñbring boxed cereals  

 Tuesday ñbring canned fruits and vegetables  

 Wednesday ñbring beans, rice and pasta  

 Thursday ñbring peanut butter, tuna, and canned meats  

 Friday ñbring packaged foods (mac & cheese, Hamburger Helper, etc)  
 
You can register online at www.ridgeumc.org  
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May came and went so fast that we could barely catch our 
breaths! We celebrated summer birthdays, planted grass heads 
and practiced -practiced -practiced for graduation on May 26th  
 
There were 40 children enrolled at Ridge Community Preschool, 
and 21 graduated and will be attending kindergarten in the fall.  
 

For the 2011 -2012 school year, our Pre -Kindergarten class will be a five -day program 
instead of four ñand itõs already full! Registration for our 2-Day and 3 -Day 
classes will continue throughout the summer, and we hope to have all 
classes filled by the start of school on September 6th.  
 
We hope everyone has a safe and relaxing summer! See you soon!  

...with our preschool and youth  

CONNECTING 

Lock-In  
On Friday, June 3rd, Ridge 

Youth will be having our 

ÈÕÕÜÈÓɯɁ$ÕË-of-the-Year 

Lock-(Õȭɂɯ3ÏÐÚɯÌÝÌÕÛɯÐÚɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯ

Ridge youth entering sixth 

grade up through seniors. 

We will meet at 7 p.m. at 

Ridge Church. Please plan to 

bring a snack to share with 

the group. Parents will need 

to pick up their youth at 

church at 9 a.m. on 

Saturday, June 4th. Please 

contact Pastor Nathan if you 

have questions. 

 

Missions Week  
The week of June 13th to the 

17th will be an awesome week 

of fun in our local area! Youth 

entering grades six to eighth 

are invited and encouraged to 

participate. Please sign up on 

the youth page at 

www.ridgeumc.org, where 

you will find a link to 

registration forms. We will be 

serving at several local 

missions, and will have a 

Deep River Water Park day as 

well. The fee for this event is 

$50. For questions, contact 

Pastor Nathan. 

Youth BS  

Summer Youth Bible Study 

will meet again on 

Wednesdays from 12:30 p.m. 

to 1:30 p.m., beginning June 

22nd. We will meet in the 

Youth Room and share lunch 

and study. Pastor Nathan and 

Marion Ray will be the 

facilitators of these studies. 

The cost each week for lunch 

will be $4. If you have any 

questions about Youth BS, 

please contact Pastor Nathan. 
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June Calendar 

 



 

 

 

There are still hundreds of homes in the 
northwest Indiana region in need of repair 
following the flood in 2008. Volunteers 
from Ridge Church can help on two 
different work days scheduled in June: 

 Saturday, June 4th 

 Saturday, June 18th 

Please sign up on the bulletin boards. Or, 
for more information, call Kasie Tenbarge 
at 836-1325, extension 112, or email her at  

ktenbarge@larri.info. 
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Come experience something different in 

church on June 12th, as we focus on four 

different missions supported by Ridge 

Church. Weõll be joined by:  

 

Champ Merrick from Children of 

Abraham  

 

Jeri Mae Martinez, who will share 

about foster parenting and the Royal 

Kids Family Camp 

 

George and Sue Cook, representing 

HOPE orphanage and Haiti missions 

 

Kasie Tenbarge from LARRI 

 

22 Green Travel Tips 

 

1. Reuse sheets and towels during short stays. 

2. Turn off the AC/heat, lights and TV when 

you leave your hotel room. 

3. Carry your own soap and shampoo. 

4. Use airlines that recycle cabin waste and use 

electronic ticketing. 

5. Use public transportations when possible. 

6. Adjust your thermostat and water heater at 

home before you leave. 

7. Stop your newspaper at home. 

8. Unplug appliances at home (when not in use, 

a TV can draw 40 watts per hour). 

9. Turn your motor off while idling.  

10. Pack a night light instead of leaving a 

bathroom light on in your hotel room. 

11. Be sure to turn off exercise equipment when 

youõre done. 

12. Carry a refillable water bottle with you. 

13. Only take as many condiment packets as 

needed. 

14. When renting, reserve a fuel-efficient car. 

15. Use stairs when possible. 

16. Turn water off while brushing teeth. 

17. Try to buy local products when possible. 

18. Use a digital camera instead of a disposable. 

19. Enjoy walking tours. 

20. Reduce the amount of water used for 

bathing. 

21. Ask if your hotel has a recycling program 

and recycle your newspapers and water 

bottles. 

22. Check out via your TV (available in some 

hotels). 
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Thank you for all the prayers and cards from my Ridge family. 

Please keep me in your prayers. 

ñMary Benoit  

Many thanks to the brave souls who came to the All-church Work Day on 
May 14th. In spite of the cold, rainy day, we weeded, trimmed and mulched 
many areas around the church and garage. If you would like to do 
occasional weeding and trimming during the growing season, please let 
Holly know. Our next scheduled work day will be Saturday, October 22nd. 

ðRidge Trustees 

Rummage Sale 
thanks! 
The International 
Mission Team thanks 
each of you who 
donated to, worked at, 
and/or prayed for our 
annual Rummage Sale. 
This year was a 
fantastic event, with 
over half of our 
congregation 
participating in some 
way. Proceeds were 
more than $5,000! All 
profits will be used for 
the September mission 
trip to Haiti. Some 
items not sold were 
donated to the 
Salvation Army, PAWS, 
Goodwill, ETC Resale 
Store, Highland Thrift 
Store, and others. 

Children of 
Abraham 
7ÅȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÏÕÒ 
deep appreciation for 
the $1,000 contribution 
from Ridge Church. You 
may be assured this will 
be used to aid people 
around the world who 
are in need of medical 
assistance. To date, we 
have shipped to 30 
countries and have 
shipped 17 containers to 
Haiti since the 2010 
earthquake. Your funds 
will be used to assist in 
funding shipping costs to 
countries like Malawi, 
Peru, Nigeria and 
hopefully Lebanon. 
 

ɂChamp Merrick, 
executive director of COA 

Joy in the Harvest 
 
Thank you for your gift 
of $1,000. Your gift is 
deeply appreciated and 
gratefully received. 
Through its varied 
ministries, Joy in the 
Harvest is reaching 
!ÆÒÉÃÁÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ 
love. Your gift makes it 
possible for our work to 
continue. 
 
Lowell & Claudia Wertz 
and the Joy in the 
Harvest team extend a 
very warm and personal 
thanks to you. Together 
we serve an amazing, 
wonderful Savior. 
 
 
 

CSI Ministries 
 
Thanks so much for 
your gift of $1,000 ... 
and for having a part in 
ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ (ÁÉÔÉȢ 
7ÅȭÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌȦ  ȢȢȢ 
keep praying for Haiti 
and that the Lord will 
keep doing a work in 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÈÅÁÒÔÓȟ 
drawing them to know 
& follow Him 
wholeheartedly... Hope 
to have the new HOPE 
Orphanage ready to 
move into June 9th. 
Glad to be on the home 
ÓÔÒÅÔÃÈ ÏÆ ÉÔȭÓ 
completion. Thanks 
again for helping 
change lives in Haiti. 
 
ɂCathie & Greg Benson 
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GREETERS 

8:30 

  Ken & Betty Angotti  

 

 

9:45 

  Dan & Lisa Percak  

  Joel Bandstra 

 

11:00 

6/5  Rich & Shirley  

  Matthews 

6/12 Dennis & Sue Gray 

6/19 Ellen Nickoloff 

  Dorothy Seefurth 

6/26 Holly Cummings 

  Dorothy Seefurth 

USHERS LITURGISTS  HOSPITALITY  

8:30 

Cheryl Sorrels 

Mandy Barbee 

Ray Howe 

 

9:45 

Tom & Sue Gajewski 

 

11:00 

Larry Washington  

Bernice Nance 

Andrea Pitlik  

8:30 

6/5  Kevin Mybeck 

6/12 Richard Kitchell  

6/19 Dave Shafer 

6/26 Kevin Mybeck 

 

11:00 

6/5  Adam Tenbarge 

6/12 Keith Howard  

6/19  

6/26  

 

 

 

8:30 & 11:00 

  Nancy Simpson 

 

9:45 

6/5  Marie Cost  

  Liz Pluta 

6/12 Tom & Sue Gajewski 

6/19 Karen Groszewski 

6/26 Glenda Adams 

  Jennifer Zaronias 

 

HAITI MISSION TRIP  

Are you tempted to step our of your box and spend the best week of your year on a Caribbean island? We 
hope you will join the team for our Haiti trip, September 24th to October 1st. Please pray for this opportunity 
and talk to others who have made this trip before. Information will be available on June 12th during Missions 
Sunday. Fundraising functions will be offered this summer to help participants with trip costs. 



1  Marcia McCarty 
 Brenda Toth 
3  Jean Miskimins 
 Michelle Nielsen 
4  Andrea Martinez 
 Sarah Whybrew 
5  Kurt Alberson 
6  Mary Lou Mybeck 
7  Larry Bazarko 
 Joan Miller 
8  Bryan Oedzes 
 Gregg Sorrels 
 Jesse Tillman 
 Bill Wilson 

9 Hailey Johns 
10 Tom Olejniczak 
 Dan Potchen 
11  Linda Erwin 
 Matthew Manous 
13  Kevin Cappo 
 Jen Labriola 
14  Bill Cohs 
15  Russ Altherr 
 Mary Ellen Breed 
16  Taylor Cohs 
 Shannon Doolittle 
 Steve Rogers 
 Patrick Toth 

17  Richard Hwang 
18  Jesse McCarty 
19  Ashley Bates 
 Jackie Knight 
 Sean Shideler 
 Benjamin Strode 
 Julie Thompson 
21  Dawn Osterhus 
22  Aiszah Rangel 
 Susan Wood 
23  Ann Carter 
24  Judy Beiriger 
 Jessica Conger 
25  Brodie Claesgens 

 Amanda Osterhus 
 Nancy Simpson 
26  Tracy Oedzes 
 Nicole Strode 
 Joan Whitcombe 
27 Emily Lyness 
 Mary Lou Porter 
28  Shirley Franks 
 Matthew Stewart 
29  Jill Boganwright 
30  June Brockel 
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ALL IN THE FAMILY  
 

In Sympathy  
 The family of Butch Hamilton 
 
Baptisms  
 Julie Neidow on May 8th 
 Claire Svoboda on May 15th 

Tim & Sharon Stewart    June 2 
James & Karen Angell    June 7 
Chuck & Marcia Matthews   June 9 
Ron & Kellie Brandner    June 10 
Bill & Gloria Thomson    June 12 
Nathan & Sarah Whybrew   June 12 
Harold & Dolores Shevchenko  June 13 
Wes & Betty Lukoshus    June 14 
Bob & Dolores Ray    June 14 
Bill & Sammie Rednour   June 14 
Ray & Louise Howe    June 15 
Russ & Pat Snyder    June 16 
Lester & Lorrayne Schmock  June 18 
Russ & Alice Altherr    June 20 
Kevin & Shari Mybeck    June 28 
Bill & Ann Carter     June 29 
Jennifer & Michael Zaronias  June 29 

Joan Whitcombe has a new address: 
1150 E. Luther Drive 

Apt. 307 
Crown Point, IN 46307 

661-3888 
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Deadline for the  

July 2011 Connection  

is june 15th  

2010 Ridge UMC float  

Join us as we show the community who 

we are by walking in the Munster Fourth of 

July parade. We will be gathering at 

church at 1:30 p.m. to walk (or drive) to 

Community Park to line up. Weõll also be 

passing out mini Frisbees to children along 

the parade route to invite them to our 

òShake it Up Caf®ó VBS. If you would like 

to help decorate our float, contact 

Jennifer Olejniczak at 933 -0293. 


