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What if we saw church as a verb? How would that affect our understanding of 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ άǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣέ ǿŜ 
ǎǘǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ άōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚέ 
 
LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΣ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΚ 
 
Since coming back from Annual Conference last month, 
I have really been pondering that question. The 
featured preacher/speaker at the conference was 
Bishop Robert Schnase. It is his belief that the future of 
the church depends on making a paradigm shift, one in 
which we no longer view the church as being all about 
taking care of us, but one which understands the 
mission and objective of the church in the world today. 
That mission can be found in five primary areas, and is 
the basis of ά¢ƘŜ CƛǾŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ CǊǳƛǘŦǳƭ 
/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ Keith Howard, in a conference report 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ тΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ  ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛǾŜ 
practices. 
 
Starting September 12th, as we kick-off the fall, Nathan and I will be 
preaching on this topic. We are also going to invite you to RETHINK RIDGE! Be 
prepared to dig deeper into this as we discuss and struggle with how we 
adapt to this way of life during WWE (Wonderful Wednesday Evenings), 
which will be back on September 22nd. 
 
See you Sunday! 
 
Pastor Steve 

HOW WILL YOU RETHINK RIDGE? Volume 2, Issue 7Volume 2, Issue 7Volume 2, Issue 7   
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...with our children  

THE CONNECTION  

CONNECTING 

Mark your Calendars! July 12 - 16 
 Galactic Blast:   2010 Vacation Bible School  
A Cosmic Adventure Praising God!  
  

Ridge United Methodist Church and Southside 

Christian Church invite all children ages 4 

through 6
th

 grade on a cosmic adventure  this 

summer at Vacation Bible School!   At Galactic 

Blast  VBS, cadets will voyage into outer space 

praising God. Through daily missions, your kids 

will see space like never before, gain a new 

perspective on our planet Earth, and learn easy 

"green" earth tips they can practice at home. 

This cosmic combination of faith and fun will 

have your cadets developing a personal 

relationship with God through Jesus Christ.    

The fun begins July 12
th

 and ends July 16th   

from 9 a.m. to noon daily!  R egister on -line at www.ridgeumc.org  or by calling the church 

office 219 -838 -4770.  

 

Galactic Blast VBS Missions:  
Monday ð (Green) ð We will be collecting old bath towels and hand towels to be 

donated to The Humane Society.  

Tuesday  ð (Red) ð Today we will be collecting plastic caps from bottles and 

containers to be recycled.  

Wednesday ð (Blue) -  Today we will be collecting used gym shoes (kids sizes and adult 

sizes) to donate to the Nike Reuse -a-Shoe program, which will grind up the shoes to 

make long -lasting playground surfaces.  

Thursday  ð (Yellow ) Bring in all the pull tabs from aluminum cans you can find.  All 

tabs will be donated to the Ronald McDonald House.  

Friday ð (purple ) ð Today you are asked to bring some clothing or toys that are in good 

condition to give to the Good Will and Salvation Army.  

 

Nelsonõs BBQ Chicken: 
Nelsonõs will be bringing their delicious BBQ chicken to Ridge on Friday, July 16, from 4 

p.m. to 7 p.m. Simply drive through and pick up your orders! Tickets are $5 in advance or 

$6 the day of the event for 1/2 chicken, or $8 for a dinner that includes chicken and 

roasted potatoes. Tickets may be purchased on Sunday mornings, during the week in the 

church office, or online at www.ridgeumc.org. All proceeds will benefit VBS.  

http://www.ridgeumc.org
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...through the church  CONNECTING 

Layettes Sent to West Africa   

Imagine being a new mom, and upon leaving the hospital with your 
newborn son or daughter, you are given a bundle of items to help keep 
them dry and warm.  Last month, we were able to deliver 18 complete 
layette kits to the awaiting truck at 
Annual Conference in Muncie with 
items so generously donated by 
Ridge Church.  Each kit contained 
14 baby items, which means more 
than 200 diapers, tee shirts, 
blankets and more are being sent to 
West Africa and will be distributed 

to new moms at Kissy Clinic and Ganta Hospital through Operation 
Classroom.  To learn more about this hands-on mission in Liberia and 
Sierra Leone for the United Methodist Church, visit their webpage at 
www.operationclassroom.org. 

Ridge Responds to Relay 
The 2nd annual Munster Relay for Life 
was held on June 4th- 5th at Centennial 
Park, with a total of 33 teams, 282 
participants, and raised over $21,000 
for the American Cancer Society. The 
Ridge Church Flames of Hope had 4 

team members along with the youth who participated. 
Our team raised close to $1000.  
 
¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΩǎ [ŀǇΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ wƛŘƎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΩǎ 
Lap, the team members took turns walking around the 
lagoon.  Entertainment was provided throughout the night 
to motivate the walkers.  At 9 p.m. a moving luminaria  

ceremony was  held, with the lit luminaries honoring 
survivors as well as loved ones who lost their fight with 
ŎŀƴŎŜǊΦ  ! άCƛƎƘǘ .ŀŎƪέ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ 
the commitment of all the participants to fight back 
against this awful disease. Madeline Kozy, and Aiszah and 
Chyan Rangel were members of a dance troupe that 
performed during this ceremony, which concluded with a 
fireworks display.   
 
Participants continued to walk  the track throughout the 
night.  Closing ceremonies were held at 6 a.m. with a balloon 
release. Thank you to everyone who participated, donated, 
or stopped by to show their support.  Hopefully our team 
Ŏŀƴ ƎǊƻǿ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ wŜƭŀȅΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
and raises money for an exceptional organization. 
 

Shared by Linda Ehlebracht 

International Mission Briefs: 
ĝ 100 UMCOR Health Kits valued at $10 each were completed and sent to Haiti, along with 25 boxes of supplies 
ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ŀǘ ϷплΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǎƘƛǇƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ Iŀƛǘƛ ŦƻǊ ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΦ 

 
ĝ The Forgotten Treasures Rummage Sale raised between $4,300 and $4,400 to help support missionaries, Hope 

Orphanage in Haiti, international mission trips, and other projects. 

http://www.operationclassroom.org
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...with our preschool  

THE CONNECTION  

CONNECTING 

Ridge Community Preschoolõs first-ever Graduation 

and Recognition program was a GREAT night. The 

Fellowship Hall was filled with excited children, proud 

parents, grandparents, extended family members, 

and grateful teachers. Because of the caring 

determination of Ridge Church, we were able to 

continue the tradition of sending our ògraduatingó 

kindergarteners and returning preschoolers off with a 

special night just for them.  

 

The new Preschool Board members surprised everyone with yummy refreshments that 

added to this special night. This year, we graduated 20 children on to kindergarten, and 

recognized 20 others who will be returning in September. Thank you, Ridge Church 

family, for making this program the best ever!  

 

The preschool staff would like to thank Sue Cook and the women who organized the 

church rummage sale for their generous donations of toys, books, òdress-upó clothes, and 

other miscellaneous 

goodies for our 

program. The 

children enjoyed  

the new items that 

were added to the 

classroom. We 

appreciate your  

thoughtfulness.  

Back to school?  

Itõs already time to think about registering for the 2010-2011 preschool year, 

which will begin on Tuesday, Sept. 7. There are still openings in all of our 

classes. If you know anyone who is looking for a preschool, please tell them 

about us. For more information, call 838 -4770 and ask for Stacye Christ.  
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 é this month CONNECTING 

Please donôt forgetð 
There will be one service on July 4th at 
10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Tsunami 
will provide music, and communion will 
be served.   

July 4
th

 Parade ð 2:00 PM  

The only thing more fun 

than watching a parade 

on the Fourth of July is be-

ing in a parade! Join us 

again this summer as we 

show the community who 

we are by walking in this 

yearõs parade. We will 

meet at the church at 1:30 p.m. and walk 

over to Community Park. This year we will be 

passing out Frisbees to the children along the 

parade route to invite them to our VBS, along 

with flyers promoting all the exciting things 

happening at Ridge.  

RUMC Book Groupñ 
òLoving Frankó  
This novel is based on the life of 

Mamah Borthwick Cheney, whose 

husband  commissioned Frank Lloyd 

Wright in 1907 to design a new home 

for their family. During the homeõs 

construction, Mamah and Frank had 

an affair that shocked the Chicago 

social scene. Author Nancy Horanõs 

book is not a romance, but a 

portrayal of an independent, 

educated woman at odds with the 

restrictions of the early 20th century. 
Join the discussion of òLoving Frankó 

on Monday, July 26 at 7 p.m.  

Life Line Screening on Wednesday, July 21  
Do you have high cholesterol or high blood pressure or a family history of 

cardiovascular disease? If you answer ñyesò to any of these questions, you may 

want to consider being screened for your risk of stroke through the services of 

Life Line Screening.  

 

 Life Line Screening uses ultrasound technology to view the plaque build-up in 

your carotid arteries, the main arteries that carry blood to the brain, and offers other, similar tests 

that check for related vascular diseases. Call 1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com to 

pre-register. The screenings will be happening on July 21 st  in the Fellowship Hall.  

Memorial Committee Meeting July 6  

Anyone interested in joining the Memorial 
Committee is invited to attend this meeting at 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, July 6. Agenda items include a new 
nametag system, purchasing large-screen TVs for the 
sanctuary, and another wireless microphone. 
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é this summer 

THE CONNECTION  

COMING SOONτA SPECIA[ /IL[5w9bΩ{ a¦{L/![!  

Children in kindergarten through 5th grade will be working on a 

special musical, òHoly Moses,ó this summer during their 9:45 

Sunday school hour. Children will begin their morning by attending 

worship with their families at 9:45 a.m. Following òchildrenõs time,ó 

they will be dismissed to their class. They will spend their class 

time learning music and practicing their parts. Watch for their 

presentation later this summer during the 9:45 worship service. 

Itõs sure to be lots of fun! 

CONNECTING 

A Sneak Peak:  
Hereõs whatõs happening in August 
 

Sunday, August 8 ðYouth Car Wash  
 

The Youth will be washing cars during all 
three church services. You can get your car 
washed while you worship! 

 

Saturday, August 14 ð World Pulse 
Music Festival  

 

Sunday, August 15 ð Ridge Youth 
Mission Night  

 

Everyone is invited to attend this dinner 
and to see and hear from our youth who 
have participated in summer missions.  
Watch for announcements in July for 
opportunities to RSVP for this event.  

 

Friday, August 20 ð Back -to -School 
Kids Stuff Sale. (More information is 
included in this newsletter.)  

 

Saturday, August 21 ð Railcats 
Baseball Game  

 

Wednesday, August 25 ðOpen Gym 

begins  

 

A chance to share musical gifts 
The choirs have just finished singing and ringing for the 
year, but we are already thinking ahead to the end of the 
summer when we will begin rehearsing once again!  The 
schedule is as follows: 
 

Chancel Choir         Thursday, August 26th        7 pm 
Rehearses each Thursday evening, 7:00 - 8:30pm 
Sings every Sunday at 11:00 service, Sept - May 

 
Sanctuary Singers    Sunday, September 12th     9:30am     
Rehearses each Sunday morning, 9:30 - 10:00am 
(following the 8:30 service) 
Sings at 8:30 service on first Sunday of the month, Sept - 
May 
 
Ridge Ringers          Monday, September 13th   7 pm 
Rehearses each Monday evening, 7:00 - 8:00 pm 
Rings at both services several times during the year; 
opportunities for ensemble ringing 
 

We are always looking for new members in our musical 
groups!  Perhaps you used to sing in a church or school 
choir and would like to try out those "pipes" again? Or 
maybe you used to ring handbells and are ready to be a 
ringer once again?  Why not use these summer months 
to think and pray about how you can use your musical 
gifts.  Email Peggy Schu, Director of Music at 
peggyschu@yahoo.com or call at 924-5396. 

mailto:peggyschu@yahoo.com


 Page 7 

 ...with our conference CONNECTING 

Annual Conference Report and Highlights 
 
The second meeting of the Indiana Conference of the United 

Methodist Church was held at ball State University from June 1oto 

13. Attending from Ridge were Pastors Steve and Nathan, Kathy 

hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ YŀǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ YŜƛǘƘ IƻǿŀǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

theme was Practice Faith. Bishop Robert Schnase of the Missouri 

Conference, and author of Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations 

and its sequel Five Practices of Fruitful Living, was the guest 

teacher. The five practices are: Radical Hospitality, Passionate 

Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-Taking Mission and 

Service, and Extravagant Generosity.  

 

Highlights from the Conference included: 

 

More than 2,400 conference members and guests spent equal amounts of time on learning, volunteer mission 

service, worship and the business of the conference. 
 

aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ сол ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ άtǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ CŀƛǘƘέ ǘ-shirts while serving in mission one 

afternoon at 30 locations in Muncie. 
 

Bishop Coyner commissioned 14 provisional members and ordained 19 elders and 3 deacons. The conference also 

retired 58 clergy who gave a combined 1,540 years of service, and remembered 77 clergy and spoused who died 

during the pervious 12 months. 
 

Approved uniting of three conference-related foundations (North Indian, South Indiana, and Indiana Area) into one 

new Indiana United Methodist Foundation, Inc. 
 

Approved a $15.6 million budget. 
 

Reported that Hoosier United Methodists gave more than $800,000 to Haiti earthquake relief. 
 

Received an update on outcomes from the clusters, which includes praying for each church and their ministries, joint 

worship services, joint mission projects, and joint youth groups. 
 

Information was given on Youth 2011, to be held at Purdue University in July 2011 (www.youth2011.org). 
 

wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ wƻƻƳΩǎ трǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ-billionth copy will soon go to print. 
 

Conference membership is 194,495, worship attendance is 116,722, and church school attendance is 39,329. 
 

bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ WǳƴŜ ф ǘƻ ммΣ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀǘ ōŀƭƭ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ LŦ ŀƭƭ ƎƻŜǎ ŀǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ bŀǘƘŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ordained as a full elder, so put the date on your calendar. More information, including videos, can be found at 

www.inumc.org. 

 

Reported by Keith Howard 
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...with our youth  

THE CONNECTION  

CONNECTING 

NEWS FLASH! 
WHAT: Senior High Mission Trip 
 

WHO: 
17 youthτAllison Banasiak, Adam & Drew Bogs, Michael 
Brandner, Michelle Comandella, Lindsey Conger, Sam 
Cummings, Shannon Doolittle, Katie Gajewski, Robby 
Howard, Jesse McCarty, Bridget McCullough, Emilie 
Riggs, Matt Scardine, Lindsey & Michelle Sopetti,  
Melissa Webber.  

 

7 adultsτKerry Connor, Marie Cost, Holly Cummings,  
Jon Lair, Marion Ray, Erik Robbins, Nathan Whybrew. 
 

WHEN: Saturday, July 17 to Saturday, July 24 
 

WHERE: Cherokee, North Carolina 
 

WHY: To work on homes in a Native American 
community through TEAMeffort (www.teameffort.org) 
and learn about the Cherokee culture.  
 

WATCH for more information next month! 

 

A great week and a job well done!  
During Middle School Mission Week , June 14-18, 13 youth completed a fun week of 
service throughout northwest Indiana. Some of their activities included: 
 

Cleaning the yard at Capes House in Hammond 
Sorting and labeling medical supplies at Children of Abraham 
Sorting food at the Food Bank of Northwest Indiana 
Sharing talents with residents of the Care Center at Hartsfield Village 
Pulling weeds at Ridge Church 
Conducted a food drive in the Ridge Church neighborhood  

 

The food drive involved going door-to-door to leave paper grocery sacks on front porches 
(180 total bags distributed), and returning on Friday afternoon to collect the filled sacks. 
A total of 42 sacks were collected and will be donated to the local food pantry.  
 

The youth also learned about several missions of the United Methodist Church and 
about our own Environmental Missions Team. At the end of the week, youth were 
given the opportunity to tell what they learned about missions and share their 
ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΦ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ /ŀǇǇƻΣ ŀ тǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊΣ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
ƘŜƭǇ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦέ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
youth on a great week and a job well done! 

Food Bank of NW Indiana  The Care Center Pulling weeds at Ridge 

Children of Abraham  

Capes House 


