
I recently returned from the Third Annual Conference of the Indiana Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. While this was one of the best conferences that I have attended in the last 
number of years, it was still very awkward. My first 20+ years in Indiana we met at Purdue, for 
the last three years we have met at Ball State (I like Purdue a lot better.) And with the joining 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
L ǎŜƴǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ .ŀƭƭ 
{ǘŀǘŜ όƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊύΦ hǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
bit more acquainted with our fellow Methodists from the south. Whatever it is, it made for a 
much better conference. If I am honest, I think I enjoyed this conference for two reasons. 
FirstτǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎΦ  
{ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿŀǎ bŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƳƻǾƛƴƎΦ L ŀƭǎƻ 
experienced it as a real re-commitment opportunity for me. I was surprised by how moved I 
was by the service. Since I have gotten back, it has caused me to really reflect on my ministry 
here at Ridge Church. It seems to me that I have gone through three very distinct phases, 
during my 13 years here, and I feel as if I am heading into a new phase.   
 
The first phase was the honeymoon periodτa time when we were both figuring out if this 
was a match made in heaven or somewhere else. That lasted for a long time, longer than it 
often does. As we began to discuss adding the fellowship hall to the existing building, my 
honeymoon came to a screeching halt and we began my second phase, which was all about 
getting the congregation on board, the money raised, and finally the building built. It was an 
exciting time! After that I began my community phase. This phase overlapped the building 
phase and will no doubt continue as long as I am privileged to be pastor at Ridge.   
 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ L ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ŦŜŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ aǳƴǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
surrounding community. This phase really challenged some of the preconceived notions that I 
ƘŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ aǳƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Year I was shocked, but I think that honor put me in the position that I needed to be in when the 
floods of 2008 hit. Working with LARRI has been one of the most rewarding (and at times 
frustrating) experiences of my life. 
 
But I sense that I am approaching a new phase. With Nancy and I becoming empty nesters, I 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƳŜΚ ¢ƻ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know. I would love to finally sit down and write that book that is rattling around in my head 
όŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƳŜύΣ ōǳǘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ tǳǊŘǳŜ /ŀƭ ƻǊ L¦bΦ .ǳǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
a sense of what direction I am supposed to be going in. 
 
The one thing I do know is that 
God is still calling me to lead 
Ridge Church as we continue to 
forge new relationships and 
invite people to have their lives 
transformed by the love of 
God. I look forward to 
whatever opportunities the 
future holds. 
 
Pastor Steve 

APPROACHING A NEW PHASE? 
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...this month  
 

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY! 

Would you like to know more about the 

Methodist denomination, Ridge 

Church, who we are or what ministries 

we offer? Then come to the next New 

Member class on Sunday, July 10th. 

7ÅȭÌÌ ÍÅÅÔ ÉÎ ÒÏÏÍ ΧΦά ÆÒÏÍ  

4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

 

For more information, please see 

Pastor Nathan. 
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This sermon series, which began last month, continues 

through July. 

 

July 10: Soul Surfer 

Lesson: Drawing deeply from the faith lessons that 

Christ teaches in the first chapter of Mark. 

 

July 17: Water for Elephants 

Lesson: Recognizing that we sometimes forget to love when life gets 

too busy. 

 

July 24: Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part 2 

Lesson: Making the difficult decisions to choose good over 

evil; life over death; and love over fear. 

 

           July 31: Cars 2 

          Lesson: Donõt lose sight of whatõs truly  

        important while you run the  

               race of life. 
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RUMC Book Group: BASILICA 
 

When a priest is fatally pushed down the stairs of St. Peter's 

Basilica , the first Latin American pope, nicknamed Tredi, and 

Brother Paul, a former Miami homicide cop, search for a 

killer. Filled with heart -wrenching tragedy, and heart -

pounding suspense and violence, this story about Vatican 

intrigue and drug cartels is also a story of deep and abiding 

friendship and the miracles that true faith can achieve.  

 
Join the discussion of this intriguing book on Monday, July 

25th at 7 p.m.  

Set in an exciting restaurant and kitchen 
environment, this yearôs VBS gives children 
opportunities to celebrate biblical festivals 
found in the Bible. These celebrations will 
inspire our young chefs to develop life-
changing habits as they grow and become 
followers of God. At SHAKE IT UP CAFÉ, 
children will learn the five ñsecret ingredientsò 
that help them understand steps they can take 
to live as followers of God. Of course, these 
ingredients are not really secret; children are 
encouraged to incorporate them into their lives 
and share them with others. The fun begins 
Monday, July 11 and ends Friday, July 15, 
from 9 a.m. to noon daily!  Register online at 
www.ridgeumc.org or by calling the church 
office 219-838-4770 
 
SHAKE IT UP CAFÉ Secret Ingredients are: 
 

Monday ï (Orange) ï The secret is òBe Ready 
For God.ó We will be collecting boxed cereal. 
 

Tuesday ï (Green) ï The secret ingredient is 
òGive Happily to God.ó We will be collecting 
canned fruits and vegetables. 
 

Wednesday ï (Red) - The secret ingredient is 
òBelieve Fully in God.ó We will be collecting 
packaged beans, rice and pasta. 
 

Thursday ï (Purple) ï The secret ingredient is 
òRemember God Often.ó We will be collecting, 
peanut butter, tuna and canned meats. 
 

Friday ï (Blue) ï The secret ingredient is 
òCelebrate God Forever.ó We will be 
collecting packaged dinners (Macaroni & 
Cheese, Hamburger Helper, etc.). 

 
All food items collected will be donated to 
local food pantries. All monetary offerings will 
be donated to our Soup Kitchen, which 
prepares and serves dinner every Monday 
evening at the City Rescue Mission in 
downtown Hammond. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

JULY 11th to 15th 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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é next month 

Late-summer Hog Roast 
Friday, August 26th  
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
 

What could be better than a fresh-from-the-farm hog, 
cooked over a fire, and shared among friends? Join us for this delicious meal that 
will also include potato salad, coleslaw, and homemade dessertsτall for 
donations of $10 for adults and $5 for children. Proceeds will benefit our youth 

programs. 
 
Watch for more information and 
sign-up sheets for helpers, cooks, 
clean-up and dessert-bakers! 
Tickets will be available after 
worship services beginning Sunday, 

THE CONNECTION 

Publicationôs title    The Connection  
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The school year has ended, but we are still 
keeping busy ...  
 
Look for us at Munsterõs òNational Night 
Out Against Crimeó on Tuesday, August 
2nd, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at  Munster 
Community Pool.  

 

Come out, enjoy the night and show your support for a safe community!  
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SAVE THE DATE!  

All - Church Golf Outing & Picnic  

Saturday, August 27th  

Watch for more information next month!  



 

 

...through music  

Musical Opportunitieséfor YOU! 
 

!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƻƛǊ ƻǊ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘōŜƭƭǎ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǳƴΣ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ 
release from the stresses of the day, and promotes friendships. But did you know that when 
you sing in a choir, or ring handbells, or play a musical instrument, you are also a worship 
leader? Just like a liturgist or a pastor, you are filling an important role in helping the body of 
worshipers lift their hearts in praise to God. What an important job that is! And if you have 
musical abilities, God has blessed you with a gift that is so amazingτhow could you not share it 
for His glory? 
 

Ridge UMC currently has three musical groups that will help you share that gift: 
 

Chancel Choir   
Rehearses on Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. (September through end of May) 

Sings every Sunday at 11 a.m. service. (Sept through early June) 
        Also sings for special services on Christmas Eve and during Holy Week. 

Presents one cantata a year. 

Wears a pretty blue robe! 
 

Sanctuary Singers   
Rehearse on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. (September through May) 

Sings on the first Sunday of the month at 8:30 a.m. service. 
   Does not rehearse on this Sunday. 

Fits the schedule of those who attend Solid Groundτyou can practice with us before 
your service begins! 

Very easy music that can be learned in short, 20- to 30-minute rehearsals. 

More informal than Chancel Choirτno robe required!  
 

Ridge Ringers   
Handbell group that rehearses on Monday evenings at 7 p.m. (September             
through May) 

Plays an average of 6 times during the year at both 8:30 and 11:00 services ; also 
Christmas Eve. 

Opportunities for smaller ensemble ringing. 

No ringing experience necessary (we can teach you that!), but should have some note-
reading experience. 

Another group that fits the schedule of those who attend Solid Ground. We hope to 
play at this service in the upcoming year. 

 
All of our musical groups are intergenerationalτthey are open to both adults and high school 
students. If you are interested in joining a group, call Peggy Schu at (219) 924-5396. 
 

άIŜ ǿƘƻ ǎƛƴƎǎτand rings!τǇǊŀȅǎ ǘǿƛŎŜέ 
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... at Annual Conference 
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The third session of the Indiana Annual Conference was held at Ball State 
University in Muncie on June 8-11. Persons from Ridge in attendance were 
Kathy OèBrien, Karen and Keith Howard, and Pastors Nathan and Steve. 
 
There were many highlights to this yearès annual conference, starting with 
worship leader, Marcia McFee, of California. Dr. McFee brought a new energy 
to the conference proceedings that were appreciated by all. She said worship 
needs to be transforming Ü and we should expect something to happen to us 
spiritually. Worship should be meaningful and memorable. 
 
For the first time in more than 30 years, Indiana United Methodists grew both 
in terms of membership and average Sunday morning worship attendance. 
Membership stands at 200,620 membersäup 3,271 from the previous year. 
Worship attendance stands at 117,750 membersäup 1,013.  Another 
celebration was the building of the first new lodge in 43 years at Epworth 
Forest campgrounds, a place where many youth first hear Godès calling. 
 
Indiana continues to lead the North Central Jurisdiction (UM churches in the 
Midwest) in volunteers in mission, and raised more than $3 million dollars in 
2010 for mission and Advance Specials giving. In 2010, more than 5,000 
volunteers-in-mission served 3,372 days of service valued at $3.4 million. 
 
The quadrennial General Conference of the United Methodist Church will be 
held in Tampa, Florida in 2012. Indiana will be sending 9 laity and 9 clergy to 
discern policy changes and the direction of the church for the next four years. 
Our district superintendent, Cindy Reynolds will be one of the 18 representing 
our state. 
 
The conference approved a $15.8 million budget for 2012, of which  
$5.6 million is for General Church and Jurisdictional apportionments. The 
Conference closed its fiscal year in the black. 
 
The best part of annual conference this year for the Ridge UMC family was the 
ordination of Pastor Nathan as a full elder in the church. åElders are ordained to 
a lifetime ministry of Service, Word, Sacrament, and Order. They are authorized 
to preach and teach the Word of God, to administer the sacraments of baptism 
and Holy Communion, and to order the life of the Church for mission and 
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ministryæ (Book of 
Discipline). Approximately 
25 people from Ridge 
attended the Saturday 
morning ordination 
ceremony to watch and 
celebrate with Pastor 
Nathan and his family. 
 
We also celebrate that 
Pastor Steve and Pastor 
Nathan were both re-
appointed by Bishop 
Coyner to serve at Ridge 
for the next year. 
 
The United Methodist 
Church is called a 
connectional church 
because of the way we are 
organized. This allows 
United Methodists to be 
the hands and feet of 
Christ in Munster and to 
the four corners of the 
world. It truly is amazing 
how our church is bringing 
light into the darkness. 
 
More information 
regarding this yearès 
annual conference can be 
found at http://inumc.org/
pages/detail/581. 
 
äSubmitted by  
Keith Howard 



...with our youth  
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We had a great 
week of Middle 
School Missions 
June 13-17!  
Fourteen youth 
participated this 

year and it was a great group. The group 
did mulching at the 
church, performed for 
the residents at the 
Care Center at 
Hartsfield, worked at 
Children of Abraham, 
and worked at the 
Foodbank of 
Northwest Indiana.   

On Wednesday the group had a fun day 
at Crete Family Fun Center playing 
arcades and laser tag! And on Friday, we 
picked up filled grocery bags around the 
Ridge Church 
neighborhood to 
conclude our food 
drive. We 
collected 70 bags, 
which were 
donated to the 
food pantries at Dyer and Cedar Lake 
United Methodist churches. Thanks to 
everyone for your continual support of 
our youth and the opportunities they 
have to serve in our community. 
 

I want to say a huge thank you to the Ridge Church family for all of the 

prayers, support, and cards during my ordination process. I am very happy 

to have shared the journey with each of you. You have all blessed my family 

so much and we love being here in ministry with you! 

Godõs Blessings, 

Pastor Nathan 

High School Mission Trip 
The High School youth of Ridge Church will be traveling to New Orleans to continue 
hurricane recovery during the week of July 16-24.  Please pray for the 18 youth and 
5 adults who will be traveling to do this ministry. We will be working with an 
organization called The Epworth Project, which is a United Methodist Relief 
Organization focused on the recovery of southeast Louisiana. 



 

 

...in coming months  

Back to School Kidõs Stuff Sale 
It wonôt be long before youôll need to start cleaning out closets to help 
make room for new back-to-school items, and we need your kidôs 
stuff! The childrenôs Ministry Team will be holding their ñBack to School 
Kidôs Stuff Saleò this fall for two days, Friday and Saturday, 
September 9th and 10th . We will be collecting items for children 

through teenagers. We would love clothes 
(especially fall items, but weôll take all kinds), shoes, 
infant items, and toys. You can bring your stuff to 
church the week of the sale. Watch for more details 
and ways that you can sign-up to help with sorting, pricing, and 
helping on the days of the sale. 
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WWE Returns 

Soon! 
 

Wonderful Wednesday  

Evenings will begin its sixth season 

on September 21st. Each week, 

weõll gather at 6 p.m. to share a 

light meal together, followed by 

programming for children, youth 

and adults.  

 
For this ministry to continue, we 

need your help!  

We need enthusiastic members to 

help organize the weekly set -up 

and clean -up for meals. We also 

need help planning menus, and 

ordering or preparing meals each 

week.  
 

Adults volunteers are also needed 

to help with our children's 

programs from 6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

All materials are provided.  
 

Please talk to Kathy OõBrien if you 

can help in any way.  

 MAJOR PROJECT PLANNED  
 

For several years, the Trustees have followed the 
deteriorating condition of the flat roofs on our 
building.  Temporary repairs have been made as 
needed, but now it is time to consider a permanent 
replacement. 
 
The Roof Committee: Lew Grasty, Matt Svoboda, Marion Ray, Joel Bandstra and 
Chuck Lair; and ex-officio members Pastor Steve, Keith Howard, Larry Temple, and 
Dave Miller, have met and started the exploration process.  Designs and funding are 
being discussed and evaluated.  The final recommendation will be presented to the 
Administrative Board as soon as possible.     
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...in ministry  

GREETERS 
 
8:30 
7/3 Mary Lou Mybeck 
7/10 Mary Lou Mybeck 
7/17 Mary Lou Mybeck 
7/24 Mary Lou Mybeck 
7/31 Barbara Hinkens 
 
9:45 
 Diane Rangel 
 Pati Moreno 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

11:00 
7/3 Marge Forsythe 
 Dorothy Seefurth 
7/10 Russ & Alice Altherr 
7/17 Eddy & Gloria Banjura 
7/24 Larry & Gail Bazarko 
7/31 Keith & Karen Howard 
 

LITURGISTS 
 

8:30 
7/3  Wes Lukoshus 
7/10 Nancy Conger 
7/17 Bill Wilson 
7/24 Mandy Barbee 
7/31 
 
11:00 
7/3  Marion Ray 
7/10 Cindy Schneider 
7/17  
7/24 Jill Newsom 
7/31 Wayne Cable 

HOSPITALITY 
 

8:30 & 11:00  
  Martha Circle 
 
9:45 
7/3  Marie Cost  
  Liz Pluta 
7/10 Tom & Sue Gajewski 
7/17 Karen Groszewski 
7/24 Glenda Adams 
  Jennifer Zaronias 
7/31 Tom & Sue Gajewski 
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USHERS 
 
8:30 
Bill Carter 
Pat Snyder 
Russ Snyder 
 
9:45 
Tom & Sue Gajewski 
 
11:00 
Chuck Simpson 
Dorothy Seefurth 
Wayne Cable 
Shirley Franks 



 

1  Barbara Fieldhouse 
 Robert Hendry 
 Carlo Labriola 
2  Chuck Matthews 
3  Michael Brandner 
 Liz Kristoff 
 Tucker Whybrew 
4  George Erickson 
5  Dawn Groszewski 
7  Katie Gajewski 
8  Enrique Cook 
 Darlene Lang 
10  Cheryl Lowery 
 Jill Osterhus 
 Bill Yost 
12  Arthur Black 
 Barb Geyer 
13  Julie Crary 
14  Chyan Rangel 
 Diane Rangel 
 Emilie Riggs 
15  David Dobrinich 

 Ian Holloway 
16  Sue Gray 
18  Tom Schreuder 
 Lindsey Sopetti 
 Michelle Sopetti 
19  Deb Birgel 
22  Mary Doolittle 
 Elizabeth Lorek 
 Dick McClaughry 
24  Jaxson Bandstra 
 Gar Guerrini 
26  Kyle Oedzes 
 Anne Zatorski 
27  Mandy Barbee 
 Marie DeRolf 
 Eric Svoboda 
29  Elizabeth Anderson 
 Richard Kitchell 
 Bernice Nance 
30  Danielle McKinley 
31  Michael Kitchell 
 Fred Strickland 
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...with our members  
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Steve & Marion Ray       July 4 
Dennis & Sue Gray       July 5 
Adam & Kasie Tenbarge      July 5 
Larry & Phyllis Washington     July 8 
Chuck & Carol Lair       July 11 
Richard & Lois Parbst       July 13 
Keith & Karen Howard      July 23 
   

Our heartfelt thanks for all 
the beautiful cards, òkind 
words of encouragement,ó 

visits to hospital and home, 
and, of course, ALL THE 

PRAYERS! We would have 
had a hard time getting 

through this without our 
extended family at Ridge 

Church. THANK YOU ALL!  
 

ñTom and Sue Gajewski  
and family  

 
 
A great BIG òThank You!ó 
to our Ridge Church family 
for all the beautiful cards 
donated. We couldn'tõ do 
this ministry without you. 
Come join us every Tuesday 
evening at 7 p.m.  
 

ñDare To Care  
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Deadline for the  

August 2011 

Connection  

is july 15th  

 

August is shoe - collection month at Ridge Church. Be sure to save 

your old athletic shoes ñchildrenõs, menõs & womenõsñand bring 

them to church instead of throwing them away. The 

Environmental Missions Team will place special Reuse - a-

Shoe containers outside both entrances.  
 

In the last five years, Ridgeõs Reuse- a- Shoe drive has collected 

thousands of pairs of shoes and prevented them from going into 

landfills. Many ògently usedó pairs have also been donated to 

other charitable organizations.  
 

Watch for more information in the August òConnection!ó 


