TURNING VISION INTO REALITY

J]@[m@aw It is at times like these that | find writing my newsletter article so difficult.
2092 This is set to arrive in households on January 1, but it is only December 14th
i as | sit down to write. You will be reading with the glow of Christmas in your
rearview mirror, while | am trying to move past all the bright and shiny lights
and get into that place before it even happens. It is a strange thing!

Last month | talked about the nativity sets that | brought back from Israel.
Sometime in a future newsletter, | will share with you some of the history
of the numerous nativity sets that adorn Ridge Church. But what | really
want to do in this newsletter is share with you some of the things that are
coming up at Ridge Church.

As you may be aware, for the past several months, a group of members have
been meeting with a coach from the Annual Conference and with Nathan and |
each month to dream and strategize for the future. The last few newsletters
have contained articles from various members of the Fruitful Congregations
team. One of the critical needs that we have identified is a failure on my part to
keep the vision of Ridge Church before the congregation. The vision is a
statement on why we exist and what we hope to become in the future. Starting
January 8th, | will begin a four-part sermon series to focus on the statement
that we adopted in 2000. But more than just looking at it, we will talk about
what we need to do to make our vision a reality.

Then, as we begin the season of Lent, | will preach the series that | have
been wresting with for most of my life. | have often been told that | need to
write a book—well, this may be as close as | am going to get. | will take the
ideas that | have outlined for the book and share them with you as we
journey with Jesus to Calvary and the empty tomb. | have tentatively titled
the series “Faith For The Rest Of Us.” | am excited and nervous about finally
putting these ideas that have been floating around in my head together.

As we begin a new year, | pray it will be filled with blessings for you and
your family. May we all grow closer in our relationship with God, as we
experience the love of
Jesus in our lives. And
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Come in from the cold for WWE

Wonderful Wednesday Evening resumes on January 4th

“First Light: Jesus and the Kingdom,” is the new DVD study of the historical Jesus
and the Kingdom of God that Pastor Steve will be starting this month. It features
two of the world’s leading Jesus scholars on location in Galilee and Jerusalem.
Some of the questions this series will discuss include: Why did Jesus happen when
he happened? Why the confluence of the Baptism movement of John and the
Kingdom movement of Jesuse Why in the tiny villages around the Lake2¢ Why the
confrontations in Jerusalem? Why thene Why there?2 Join us for dinner each
Wednesday at 6 p.m., then stay for the study and find out!

January menu:

/
January 4 January 18 qg\
Roast Beef Sandwiches Baked ham ——+o
Pasta Salad =0 Candied Sweet Potatoes

Chips & dessert Vegetable & dessert

January 11 January 25
King Ranch Chicken Sloppy Joes
Salad & dessert Potato Salad

Chips & dessert

Forced to leave Shanghai when their father sells them to California
suitors, sisters May and Pearl struggle to adapt to life in 1930s Los
Angeles. While still bound to old customs, they face discrimination and
confront a life-altering secret. Author Lisa See also wrote Snow Flower
and the Secret Fan.

Are you searching for a New Year’s resolution? How about
going paperless? You can start TODAY by signing up to
receive your monthly issue of 7he Connection via email! It’s
easy: just send a simple request to holly@ridgeumc.org.
You’ll not only save paper (and help the environment), you’ll
also help reduce the church’s outreach budget. Each monthly
copy of The Connection costs approximately 46 cents to print and
mail. But through email it’s FREE!
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... this month

| ¥ RIDGE UMC!

As announced in last month’s newsletter, Ridge UMC is one of 50 participants in an
Indiana Conference activity called Fruitful Congregations. The purpose of Fruitful
Congregations is to train clergy and laity to grow their church and bring more people to
Christ. Our group has discussed several things that we might be undertaking in the near
future, including a review of signage, liturgist training, and a class on spiritual gifts. A
project that we will be launching this month is our Heart Card campaign.

In January and February, we will give everyone the opportunity to answer three questions:

¥ What do you love about Ridge United Methodist Church?
¥ Which ministries have made a difference in your spiritual life?
¥ What are your visions and hopes for the future of Ridge?

Each question will be printed on a “Heart Card” that will be inserted into worship
bulletins each week. You will have a two-week opportunity to respond to each question.
We will be posting your written responses on bulletin boards throughout the building,
and maybe your response will be shared on Sunday mornings!

Your thoughts, dreams and insights will be used by the Fruitful Congregations team to
help develop a plan that will be shared with the Ridge family to take our church to a
higher level of discipleship. We thank you for sharing your thought with us.

Primetime Thursday

Carry-In Lunch @ noon
on January 26th

Bring a main dish, salad or dessert to share. Pastor
Steve will be our guest for this month’s gathering.
He will share his thoughts and photos from his
recent journey to the Holy Lands. Please sign up on
the bulletin board outside Kathy’s office.

) ~ Ridge Church needs a Treasurer!

He'p d For the past six months, Kevin Mybeck has been volunteering his
Wan‘l’e time to keep our bills paid and our financial records up-to-date.
Kevin wanted to get a few things transitioned before we began the
search to hire a new treasurer. lt is time! The job is part time (about 10 hours per week),
with great flexibility in the hours. The Staff Parish committee will approve a new job
description at their January 3rd meeting, and it will be available after that date. If you
would like more information about this position, see Pastor Steve.
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... this month & with a mission update
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HAPPY NEW YEAR from your Tsunami Band Players'

Tsunami wants to remind all Ridge members
and their families about the “Giving Thanks”
Jam Night on Friday, January 27th at 7 p.m.
in the fellowship hall. If you've attended a
Solid Ground worship service during the past
year, then this is your chance to invite
friends, neighbors and other Ridge members
to a night of fun and jammin’! We’re gonna
let our hair down and put on our dancin’

shoes to the music of the Tsunami band, “Joe Jr. and Friends,” and, as a
special treat, D.J. Sam Abraham will play all of the latest line dance music!
So come on out and celebrate with us as we give thanks and honor to the
Pastors, Trustees and many, many wonderful families who attend and support
Solid Ground, the contemporary worship service at Ridge Church.

Inoihers

As we clean up the remnant of our now-
"Christmas past” and settle in for our “long
winter's nap,” we can look back on another
successful season of reaching out to our
neediest neighbors near and far. Thanks go to:

© Those who helped “ring the bell” for The
Salvation Army on December 3rd. We were
blessed with mild weather and good crowds.
Donors especially loved our littlest bell ringers—
rumor has it that Joel and Allison Mybeck in
reindeer antlers were hard to resist!

© Allwho purchased gifts for the Angel Tree
recipients, and to Terry and Mary Jo Smith for
delivering them to the site. The need this year
was so great for so many families.
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successul Chrisimas odiireeEh!

© The excellent shoe box packers for
Operation Christmas Child. We sent 28
boxes, and | got emails indicating they went
to children in South Sudan, Republic of
Congo, and the Central African Republic. |
think it's amazing that it only takes a few
short weeks for our boxes to go from Munster
to children in central Africa!

© The Holloways, the Oedzes family, Scott
Sutter's family, and the soup kitchen ladies for
providing meals to the homeless during the
busy November and December month:s.

Now, on to 201 2!

Submitted by Kathy Gainnini
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... In the coming months
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Theater tickets, Purdue football tickets, hot air balloon rides, hotel / \
rooms and a money tree are just some of the items to be auctioned

off on February 4th. Plan now to attend this fun-filled evening—and
invite your friends!

The evening will begin with a silent auction, followed by the live auction. Tickets are $25
each, and include delicious catered food: hot and cold hors d’oeuvres, a carving station
and wonderful desserts. Tickets will be available after worship services on the following
Sundays: January 8th, 15th & 22nd, or in the church office during the week.

The Auction Committee also needs help with set-up the day before the auction, and with
clean-up immediately following. You can volunteer by signing up on the “Auction” bulletin
board across from the church office.

This is one of Ridge Church’s largest fund raisers. If you’ve never attended an auction
before, now is the time! And if you’ve been to an auction in the past, we know you will
definitely return.

UPDATE: Roof Replacement Project

The Administrative Council, based on a recommendation of the Trustees, recently created a
Roof Replacement Task Force to review and recommend options concerning the roof over the
original section of Ridge Church (education/Preschool wing). This group has met a number of
times this fall and has come to several conclusions:

1. The flat roof on the wing must be replaced as soon as possible.

2. Itis a better stewardship option to replace the flat roof with a pitched roof, even though
the initial cost is slightly higher.

3. While changing the roof line, the original canopy over the main church entrance needs to
be replaced with one that can accommodate taller vehicles (ambulances, buses from
retirement communities, UPS, etc.)

The architect that designed the sanctuary and fellowship hall has been consulted and
identified a number of creative solutions. The task force made a presentation at our Charge
Conference in October and the Council was in agreement that this needs to move forward. In
order to do that, the Finance Committee will develop a plan to pay for the project, which will
hopefully be completed before Vacation Bible School this summer. If you’d like to learn more
about this project, please contact Lew Grasty (chair of the Roof Task Force), Keith Howard
(chair of the Administrative Council), or Pastor Steve.
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...In ministry and with thanks
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USHERS GREETERS HOSPITALITY

8:30 8:30 8:30 & 11:00
John & Sue Molenaar 1/8 Sarah Lasbury Environmental
Beverly Shideler 1/15  Sarah Lasbury Missions
Megan Shideler 1/22  Barbara Hinkens

1/29  Barbara Hinkens 2:45 )
9:45 11 Marie Cost
Larry & Betty Temple ~ 9:45 Liz Pluta

Pat O'Brien 1/8  Tom & Sue Gajewski

11:00 IRy 1/15  Karen Groszewski
It D B
Tom Schreuder Rty 1/22  Diane Rangel
Roy Absher 11:00 1/29  Diane Rangel

Harold Shevchenko 1/1 Larry & Phyllls \X/ashington
1/8  Bill & Gloria Thomson

1/15 Tom & Virginia Schreuder
1/22 Bernice Nance & Andrea Pitlik
1/29 Alice Altherr & Dorothy Seefurth

The family of Margaret Davis wishes to thank
our friends for their support during a most
difficult time for us. Steve and Nathan, your
spiritual guidance and caring nature during
your visits to the hospital so uplifted Margaret
and her spirits. The memorial service was a
beautiful tribute to her life. To Kathy O Brien,
Marie Cost, Alice Altherr and Dorothy Seefurth
and the all the ladies who prepared the
memorial luncheon and worked tirelessly to
present the delicious meal, we are so
appreciative. To all our friends who prayed,
were there with consoling words, or made
donations ... these kindnesses were so
thoughtful and words can never truly relate
Thank you, how grateful we are.

1 wish to thank everyone for your thoughts,
prayers and cards during my hospital stay.
They were heartfelt and very meaningful to me.

Wayne Cable Liz Pluta and the Wasserman Family

Page 6 THE CONNECTION



...with our members
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Happy Birthday!

Sue Schmit
Adam Bogs

Jim Hamblin
Gentry Jones
Tom Labus
Addison Smitka
Lynn Westerlund
Ray Barron

Pat Snyder
Barbara Absher
Kevin Morris
Keith Sorrels
Larry Temple

15

16

18

22

25

26
28

Bradley Goralczyk
Bev Keil

Deena McNurlan
Sharon Stewart
Barbara Zarfan
Ken Angotti
Jennifer Barlow
Rich Matthews
Brian Battista
Tony Redman
Dorothy Webb
Brenda Hendry
Denise Labus
Russ Snyder

29 Dave Dobrinich
Shirley Matthews
Kimberly Miskimins

30 Judy Conley
Michael Phipps

31 Laura Stuart

January Anniversaries

Richard & Anna Wineinger
Tom & Sue Gajewski
Terry & Mary Jo Smith

January 5
January 13
January 31

Helen Thomas
Phyllis Lund
Geneva Boyd
George Erickson
Rosemary Herald
Ira Vis

June Brockel

Monte Fowdy

Tessie Carroll

John Ashenbremer
Connee Sutter

Helen Tweedle

Fred & Norma Strickland
Richard Kopp

ALL IR, THE FAMILY

Homebound

Walter Dee

Jack & Virginia Koehler
Lee Gile

Owen Keil

Jean Miskimins

Millie Gresham
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benefits the Hunger Ministries of Ridge Church. Be sure to come
and worship under the leadership of our youth!

February 5th is also the Ridge Youhper Bowl Party! This will = Q
begin in the Fellowship Hall at 4 p.m. and will end as soon as the \ VR
football game is over. Parents should plan to pick up their youth
when the game ends. There will be lots of food and games to

enjoy, so mark your calendar now! {\
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Youth Sunday, a time when the youth will be busy servmg in all
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