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WELCOME NEW STAFF MEMBERS!

As | am writing this, | am getting ready to leave for our annual Staff Retreat. | have to
admitt this is one of the best experiences of the year. For the last several years,
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that we can implement the ideas we develop to make a kingdom difference for God.

There are a few other things that | want to share with you. The Staff Parish Relations
Committee has approved the hiring of Holly Cummings as our new administrative
assistant and Erik Robbins as an interim leader for Tsunami, our 9:45 worship band. |
am excited to have them join the team here at Ridge Church. Both bring expertise in
their areas, and will be real assets to the church.

From June 10tlg June 15, Nathan, Steve, Kathy, and Keith and Karen Howard will

be attending the Annual Conference of the Indiana Conference of the United
Methodist Church at Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana. This is the second
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Conference and we will be blessed to have Bishop Robert Schnase speakhng on

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregatipasheme | will be preaching on this fall. I will

not be able to stay the entire conference this year because Haley will be leaving on
Saturday, June 12to spend seven weeks in Spain this summer. | will return home on
Friday evening so | can see her off and host the Rotary Run, which will take place on
Saturday morning. The Annual Conference is always an exciting time in the life of the
larger Church.

One final thought: | hope that you will stop in or call and welcome Holly to her new
critical position at Ridge Church. Holly is quickly finding out that the role of Admin.
Assistant requires a person to wear a million different hats all in the same day. Let
her know that you appreciate her new role at Ridge Church.

See you Sunday!

Pastor Steve
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Many, many thanks to my Ridge Church family and friends

| want to take this time to thank you for the wonderful retirement party you had for me a few weeks

ago. The food was good, the table decorations were beautiful, and the program was great. Who would
have thought Kevin Mybeck could be such a good Master of Ceremonie8b ut he def i nit
He kept adding years onto how many years | have actually worked at Ridge Church! But all kidding
aside, | appreciate Kevin and how he kept me laughing (at least most of the time). Also, thanks to Wes
Lukoshus for his part of the program, and the poem he wrote. | want to publicly thank the people on

the committee who planned the party and worked so hard to make it the success it was: Beth Kitchell,
Sarah Lasbury, Lois McClaughry, Mary Jo Smith, Alice Altherr, Jill Newsom, and Brenda Toth. Thank
you to everyone for the very generous filove gi
| also appreciate the gifts from Staff-Parish: the Sorelli heart necklace, and the glass picture frame.
They are great reminders of Ridge Church and its wonderful people.

I cannot express my gratitude for all youdve
having a baby shower for me when | was expecting Jon & Josh, to the funeral lunch when my father
in-law died, for listening to me as my husband and | became empty nesters when Jon & Josh went
off to college, and then for listening again when they returned home, for the love and support you
bestowed on me during my momébés illness and re
the good times and the bad. | always knew | had my Ridge family and friends behind me whenever |
needed you, and for that | am eternally grateful.

So much has changed in my life since 2010 began, and | know that God has a plan for m&what it is

|l 6m not sure yet. However, I have | earned so
series of adjustments. You can learn to change, accept the adjustments and move on, or get stuck in
the rut and be miserable. My decision to retire was not an easy one, but | knew it was best for my
family so | could be with my new grandson, Will, every day. | know this will be an adjustment for
Ridge Church as well, but | have faith that the transition will go smoothly.

As Steve said, this is not goodbye, as | will still be a vital, active member of Ridge Church. | do miss

all of you who used to stop by the church off
Thank you again for your love and friendship over the years, it really meant a lot to me.

Nancy Caddick

7299229294212 21

'S 1o 12 Ta Yo Ta 12 Ta Yo Ta T2 T Yo Ta T2 Yo )

?..

Page 2 THE CONNECTION



...wiIthin the church

x

Notes of Thanks and Gratitude

Thank you to everyone for
their cards and prayers
during our recent surgeries.
Therapy is going slowly,
but we are both making
good progress.

Janet and Wayne Cable

The family of Stan Shideler wish to express”
appreciation to Pastor Steve and Pastor  *
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very day while Stan was in the hospital, frorfj
Feb. 15 to March 8, and at Riley Hospice
House from March 9 to 12. We also wish to .
thank the Handbell Quartet, Kathy Giannini,.
Cheryl Lowery, Casey Clarke, and Laura .
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20. We know he could hear how beautiful it -
sounded and enjoyed every note. 5

Our thanks to all of our church family who =
sent encouraging get well cards and all the
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ALL-CHURCH MISSION TRIP UPDATE

Much appreciation was
shown to the all -church
mission trip team of
Marie Cost, Jon lair, Jan
Watson, Danny and Lisa
Percak, and Mike
Anderson, who traveled
to New Orleans in April.

Louisiana

The team worked on a
home in Lacombe, on the
north side of Lake
Ponchatrain. New skills

were learned and new
friendships were forged.

The team is thankful for
all the prayers and
financial support from
the Ridge Church
community.

Please consider

participating in next

yeards trip for e
rewarding week.
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: . faith and fun will have your Our God is Incredible!
GalaCtIC BlaSt' cadets developing a personal Praise God!
A Cosmic Adventure relationship with God Our God is Amazing!

through Jesus Christ. Praise God!

This high -energy space

. : Our God is Magnificent!
mission will take place at

Ridge United Methodist Praise God!
from July 12 to 16. Our God is Awesome!
Vacation Bible School is for Praise God!
children who are 4 years Cadets will participate in
o~ s old by June 1 through 6th the following fun
FerturePre grade, and meets from 9 interactive activities:
a.m. to noon. Dramatic Bible Stories,
Praising God! At GALACTIC BLAST , VBS Crafts, GameSBISnacks,
kids will moon walk to the Music, Assembly Time,
M(_)nday, July 12 through Good News Galaxy each day. and much more!  Activities
Friday, July 16, 2010 Through Bible stories there, at every center reinforce
Through daily missions, your children will witness how our the daily Bible stories and
kids will see space like never mighty God is at work in the Praise Phrases.
before, gain a new world. Cadets will also learn Registration will begin
perspective on our planet the following Praise Phrases soon. You may register
Earth, and | ear rtobeastsheir fatiylong e n 6 your child online at
earth -friendly tips they can after VBS! www.ridgeumc.org _ or by
practice at home. Our God is Wonderful! calling the church office
A cosmic combination of Praise God! (219 -838 -4770).

The United Met hodi st :Won
spring luncheon, i Ap r i | Shower:s B
May F 1| o wwas s furidraising

success. The women serve®87 people,

and sold $340 during the bake sale.

Through ticket sales and donations, this

event raised more than $2,700 to benefit

various missions, the local community, and

Ridge Church. Thanks to everyone who

contributed their time, talents, and food.

God bless our Church family!
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