Gifts and Talents 10-12-08

Scripture Text: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-11

…you know perfectly well that the Spirit of God would never prompt anyone to say "Jesus be damned!" Nor would anyone be inclined to say "Jesus is Master!" without the insight of the Holy Spirit. 

God's various gifts are handed out everywhere; but they all originate in God's Spirit. God's various ministries are carried out everywhere; but they all originate in God's Spirit. God's various expressions of power are in action everywhere; but God himself is behind it all. Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits. All kinds of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of people! The variety is wonderful: wise counsel, clear understanding, simple trust, healing the sick, miraculous acts, proclamation, distinguishing between spirits, tongues, interpretation of tongues. All these gifts have a common origin, but are handed out one by one by the one Spirit of God. He decides who gets what, and when. 

We are created to be in a relationship with God and in a relationship with all things that have been created.  From the time we are born we begin to relate to others.  We do this for a time, getting to know our surroundings but it does not take long for this to change
The world as we know it begins to separate us into categories at a young age.  We are grouped by what talents we are perceived to have.  This happens in all aspects of life including school, clubs, sports, jobs, companies.  My dad tells a story of how this was evident with him growing up.  I asked him if he played baseball growing up.  He said he was always picked last because he was not talented at sports.  I asked him what position he played in baseball and he told me that he played “left out.”  
As Christians we are told that we each receive gifts from God and we are to use those gifts to expand the kingdom of God.  Christians are called to be different than the world as we know it.  We are called to be people who do not look at outward talent only to determine who gets to do what and who gets what.  We are called to be people who look at the greater good and see that everyone has something to contribute.

The problem is that often we Christians begin grouping people together like we see in all other aspects of our lives.  What must it feel like to be pushed to the fringe in a church where everyone is supposedly welcome?
How is it that in churches today people can feel like they do not belong because they have no talent?

As Christians I believe it is time not only to determine what our talents are but to also help others determine what they are talented at and allow them to become part of the ministry of God’s church.  

Our scripture lesson today states that everyone has been given gifts and talents by the Holy Spirit.  These gifts and talents may vary from person to person but they are all from God and all contribute to the Body of Christ.

Why don’t we spend a little time focusing on the idea of the body of Christ.  We are told in that we are to be the hands and feet of Christ in our world, but what does this mean.  This means that once we realize we are all gifted from God we are expected to use our gifts and talents to strengthen the kingdom and become, as pastor Steve said a few weeks ago, kingdom people.  

When we do not use all the talents and gifts we have been given part of the body of Christ is not functioning properly.
Story about Sarah and her muscle pain…

If we want to be the church and function at our highest level we must all give and use one hundred percent of the talents that we have been given.

When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit of talent left, and could say, "I used everything you gave me.” –Erma Bombeck
“Hide not your talents. They for use were made. What's a sundial in the shade?” –Benjamin Franklin
