DEFINING WHO WE DESIRE TO BE

Every now and then | come across a resource that really impacts me. Part of the process for
our Fruitful Congregation Journey group is that we are assigned a book to read each month,
and then our coaching session works on the issues that are presented in the material.

To be honest, the first three books didn’t do much for me. But the latest book really got
me excited. Called SIMPLE CHURCH, the premise is that the church has lost its focus (if it
ever had one). A simple church is defined as:

A congregation designed around a straightforward and strategic process that
moves people through stages of spiritual growth.

The suggestions that the book offers are not easy or quick fixes. Instead, what the authors
suggest will require us to look at everything we do and ask ourselves if (and how) ministry
is helping people grow in their spiritual life. The first task is one that we’ve been working
on, and that | have been preaching about—What is the purpose of Ridge Church? |
believe the vision statement that we adopted more than 10 years ago is right on target.
What makes us who we are (and different from other churches) is that:

We of Ridge United Methodist Church are united with Jesus Christ in His ministry
of compassion for all people by offering HOPE, UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND
MEANING FOR LIFE.

| might tweak a few words here or there, but overall | think it really does a great job of
defining who we desire to be.

The more difficult task is for us to develop an intentional process that will help all of us
grow toward that vision. Right now, it appears that we just do things to do things—we do
not have an intentional plan that helps people move through the stages of spiritual
growth. Over the next several months, that is what the Fruitful Congregations Team is
going to work on doing—creating a process for Ridge Church.

But just having a process isn’t enough. We need to make sure the process is central to all we do.
This process must inform every ministry team and event in which we participate. That’s a tall
order, if you ask me. But | am convinced that it’s a necessary one if we want to continue to play
a significant role in the lives of so many people and future of the region.

Please keep your Fruitful Congregations Team in your prayers. They are working hard to
help us see “farther than we
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CONNECTING

WWE in February

Join your Ridge Church family and friends each week for good food, fellowship,
and study opportunities for all ages. Dinner is served at 6 p.m., with studies
beginning about 6:45 p.m. Our February menu includes:

February 1 February 15
Homemade @ Chili
Vegetable Soup Hot dogs
Hot Ham & Cheese Buns Chips & dessert
Dessert

February 22 (Ash Wednesday, no WWE)

February 8
Spaghetti February 29
Salad Pizza
Garlic Toast Salad
Dessert Dessert

When her mother dies, 12-year-old CeeCee Honeycutt is left to fend for

herself. But to the rescue comes Great Aunt Tootie, who whisks CeeCee b
away to Savannah, Georgia’s perfumed world of prosperity and Y Soirs
Southern eccentricity. Laugh-out-loud funny, yet at times e
heartbreaking, Saving CeeCee Honeycutt is a spirited Southern tale that

explores the intricate frailties and strengths of female relationships

while illuminating the journey of a young girl who loses her mother but

finds many others. You can join the discussion of Saving CeeCee Honeycutt on Monday,
February 6th at 7 p.m.

Are you searching for a New Year’s resolution? How about
going paperless? You can start TODAY by signing up to
receive your monthly issue of 7he Connection via email! It’s
easy: just send a simple request to holly@ridgeumc.org.
You’ll not only save paper (and help the environment), you’ll
also help reduce the church’s outreach budget. Each monthly
copy of The Connection costs approximately 46 cents to print and
mail. But through email it’s FREE!
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... this month

CONNECTING

Dalit = Young Adult Interfaith Group

Call-Out Meeting on Thursday, February 9th from 6 to 7 p.m.

We would like to re-invent our group, and want your ideas and input! Bring

your sense of humor and a snack to share.

Who we are: A casual group of young adults (ages 18 to 40) in northwest Indiana who
gather 3 few times a month for discussion, socializing, and good times! Our group tries to
meet the needs of the participants, and is ever-changing. At times we are more of 3 social
outlet, at other times we focus more on studying faith topics. We meet at peoples” homes, at
restaurants or bars, and at social events in the community.

Our mission: To create a comfortable, casual meeting space for young adults of all faiths
to meet and develop new friendships and community connections through social activities,

faith encounters, and service.

Dare to Care

Dare to Care is a ministry of
Ridge Church that reaches out
by sending greeting cards and
notes of encouragement to
members and friends of our
church. In 2011, this group
mailed out 732 cards and
notes. A special thanks to all
the members of the Dare to
Care team for reaching out in
love to the Ridge family and
beyond. If you'd like to be a
part of this ministry, you're
invited to join them each
Tuesday evening at 7 p.m. at
the church.

College Care
Packages

The Martha Circle, along with the
Ridge Youth, are planning to
send cookies and

other school

items to college

students this

month.

e

Please

send the

names and \
addresses

of college

students who are

members or children of
members of Ridge Church to
Sarah Lasbury via email at

sblasbury@comcast.net,
or by phone at 219-838-5801.
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... during Lent

CONNECTING

Lent begins on Wednesday, February 22nd

You're invited on a Journey to Hope as we travel with Jesus to the cross during
the seven weeks of Lent. This journey will inspire you to reflect on Jesus’
experiences on the path to the cross and will encourage you to see real-life
situations with fresh eyes. You will also be challenged to interact with God no
matter which “mile marker” you're on in life.

The journey begins with a special service at 7 p.m. on Ash
Wednesday, February 22nd, where our hands will “get
dirty”, and we find that with Christ at our side, hope can
be found even amidst struggles. This service will also
include communion, and the congregation will be lighting
individual candles to signify their commitment to walk
with Christ.

Lent is also Fish Fry season, and our first will be on
Friday, February 24th from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. We'll also have
two others in March, on the 9th and the 23rd. Watch for
more information and sign-up sheets for cooks, servers,
and other helpers.

/\u [ /
7 2 //
\ \\_/d

The Chancel Choir will present the cantata "Come, Touch the Robe" by Pepper
Choplin on Maundy Thursday, April 5th, at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary. This work,
written by the same composer who created our very popular Christmas cantata,
focuses on the robes of Jesus and the role they played in his final days.

Our Lenten Pancake Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt are both scheduled
for Saturday, April 7th. From 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., you're invited to enjoy
pancakes, sausage, donut holes, juice, milk and coffee for $5 per person in the
Fellowship Hall. Our annual Easter Egg Hunt for children ages 2 through 5th
grade will begin at 10 a.m. There will be plenty of Bunny Fun for EVERYONE!
There is no cost for this event. In case of bad weather, it will be held indoors.

Easter Sunday is April 8th. Watch for more information!

Publication’s title The Connection
(Tax ID 35-1076493)

Issue date January 27, 2011
Statement of frequency Published monthly

Organization’s authorized address Ridge United Methodist
Church
8607 Columbia Avenue
Munster, IN 46321

Issue number Volume 4, Issue 2
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... In coming months & through missions

The American Red
Cross Blood Mobile will
stop at Ridge Church
on Sunday, March 11.

For more information
or to schedule your
appointment, contact
Kathy O'Brien at
219-838-4770.

S

“ SAVE THE DATES!

Spring Luncheon OForgotten T

Watch for more
information! equipment, etc.

£ _
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N

Thursday, Rummage Sale Saturday,
. April 28th from 8 a.m. to
Apl’ll 12th noon. Please set aside
at1la.m. household items,
furniture, working
appliances and
electronics, sports

United Methodist Women gave $3,952 in 2011

Once again, thanks to the generosity of Ridge Church members who support such
activities as the annual Christmas Brunch and Spring Luncheon, the Ridge UMW
was able to donate to a wide variety of missions last year, including Greater
Hammond Community Services, The Salvation Army, and the Heifer Project.

The UMW also provides volunteers for the weekly Monday Soup Kitchen meals,
and tracks the expenses. During 2011, the group spent nearly $525 more than in
2010 to feed the needy in Hammond.

CONNECTING
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...In ministry and with our Preschool

CONNECTING

Febuuany

USHERS GREETERS HOSPITALITY
8:30 8:30 8:30 & 11:00
Cheryl Sorrels Sue Cook Worship Committee
Mandy Barbee
Ray Howe 9:45 9:45
Donna Hill 2/5  Marie Cost
9:45 Liz Pluta
Susan Capps 11:00 2/12  Tom & Sue Gajewski
Sylvia Gould 2/5 Youth Sunday R e e
2/12  Ellen Nickoloff 2/26  Diane Rangel
11:00 Dorothy Seefurth
Larry Washington 2/19  Dennis & Sue Gray
Bernice Nance 2/26  Dick & Lois McClaughry
Andrea Pitlik

February is Cookie
Dough Month!

Our Preschool will kick-off a Cookie Dough
Fundraiser on Thursday, February 16th. We
hope you enjoyed sampling the cookies during
our Open House in January! If so, we’d like to
encourage anyone who is interested to order
cookie dough through the church office.

Ridge Comm'unify
Preschool

Last year’s fundraiser was a great success, and we’re
hoping for the same. Our goal is to refurbish the
classroom with proceeds from this sale. Thank you to all
who supported our efforts last year!

Cookie Dough orders will be delivered on Thursday,
March 22nd.
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..with our members

H@ppy Birthday!

1 Nick Andre
Karen Howard
Chris Kozy
John Osterhus
Larry Thomas
Marilynn Thompson
Joe Wright
2 Jon Newcomb
3  Sebastian Kozy
4  Ashley Hwang
tFd hQ. NKSy
5 T.J. Zatorski
6 Carrie Messmer
Jennifer Olejniczak
7 Ron Brandner
George Cook
Beth Kitchell

11

12
15

16
17
18
19

20

Mikey Battista
John Goralzcyk
Lucas Groszewski
Beth Harwood
Brittany Bruce
Joy Chanupa

Gail Lotak

R. J. Groszewski llI
Dave Holloway
Ellen Nickoloff
Jacque Goins
Heather Phipps
Elsie Lammering
Helga Meyer
LaVern Grasty
Hank Ray

Lois Parbst

Claire Svoboda

21
22
23
24
25

Dick Jones
Annette Bruce
John Zafran

Susan Markey
Glenda Adams
Rich Allison
Thomas Smith
Alexis Martinez

26

27

Brad Anderson
Kassia Groszewski

CONNECTING

Michael McNurlan

Buddy Scardine

28 Marie Cost
lan Svoboda
Brad Caddick

Cheryl Roach

29

Our Homebound

Helen Thomas
Phyllis Lund
Geneva Boyd
George Erickson
Rosemary Herald
June Brockel
Monte Fowdy

Tessie Carroll

John Ashenbremer
Connee Sutter
Helen Tweedle

Fred& Norma Strickland

Richard Kopp
Walter Dee

Jack & Virginia Koehler

Lee Gile

Owen Keil
Jean Miskimins
Millie Gresham

Al O The Framilly

Passings

Ira Vis
January 9th

Barbara Geyer
January 20th

b

/GNP N0

New Address for Lee Gile

)

Westbury Care Center
1800 Robin Lane
Lisle, Il. 60532
1-630-810-0500

N Lee's cell 1-219-689-8733 =

R
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DEADLINE FOR THE
MARcH CONNECTION
IS FEBRUARY 15TH

COMING SOON:
Lenten Fish Fries

You can read
more about all
the Lenten events
on page 4!




