60DO YOU HAVESAJSBABY T

It is great to be home after a wonderful trip to the Holy Laridgent on this

journey having a sense that | may not get back for a long ftifnelieve this was

my 12" trip to Israel, and every time | go, | experience something diffefEinis

trip will be remembered for many things, especially the crazy ways that our guide
would turn everything into proof of God and JesHss math and geometry were
fascinating.

As | left on this trip, | needed to get some
space to deal with some big issues for my :
future. LARRI has come to an end, and | sefr.. . .fadi i s fa
that | am at a crossroads in my lihile | -

away, | was able to take some time and just™™
listen. And in that process | had a couple of
revelations.| am excited about some of the
directions that | believe God is pushing me ﬁ
toward. 3

Two things happened on our lastday that ||t F @G 2NJ { 6 SEST 5A 01 W2,

want to share with youOur last day was Brenda Toth and Barbaraitig iy
) outside Jerusalem.

spent in Jordan, where we drove about an

hour north of Amman to visit the ancient city

of Jerash, the best preserved Roman town in the world and truly an amazing site.

Following that visit, we headed to the border with Israel to cross back over to have

dinner before our midnight flight home.

First we had to go through Jordanian custoffisat was a breezéBut as we were
waiting in line, a Muslim family was waiting, tddiey had a little girl (3 or 4 years
old) who kept flirting with me. We spent 10 to 15 minutes playing paéko and
making silly faces with each oth&he would act like she was coming toward me,
only to stop suddenlyl. would mimic her behaviokVe were laughing and having a
great time.When her family finished with the immigration officer and headed out
the door, | waved goothye to her.She waved back and walked out with her
family. When she was 20 or 30 feet out the door, she turned around, ran back to
the building (I was in the doorway) and gave me a hiuglade my dayl am sure
she got a stern lecture from her parents about strangers and westerners!

As we continued_ through INSIDE THIS ISSUE

the border crossing, on the

Israeli side, our bags were,| Decemberevents ................... 2L

of course, inspected.was Inthe comingmonths . .... ............... b
carrying a nativity set that |- Youth & Preschool . . .................. . |6
had bought in memory of | Withiniur UMC community . ... ... e |

Betty Dye to be used in the| _Through mission & music=y. .. . ﬁ -
sanctuaryltis made of a | in Ministry . .o LIE! IR ¢ | IR
(continued on page 9) Birthdays/anniversaries, etc .. ........... 11




CONNECTING

W8 tn December

Please join us for dinner in December on the Wednesdays
listed below at 6 p.m., followed by a special Advent study
at 6:30 p.m. A donation of $5 for adults and $2.50 for children under age 12
is suggested. Children ages 3 and younger eat free! Our menus are:

December 7th Pizza, salad, and dessert

December 14th Chefds choice (to be announce

"
2\

You can donate a-6
inch, potted red
poinsettia that will be

Deceriber
used to decorate the

sanctuary on Christmas &% 14 @dm.

Eve. Envelopes will be inserted into 3

the worship bulletins on December qﬁ@%‘g %

4th and 11th. Your poinsettia may be This annual brunch is sponsored by the

given in honor of someone, for a Ridge UMW, and proceeds help support

special occasion, or in memory of a many local, national,

loved one. The cost for each plant is AE TS TSNS,
14. < . : o | A d < \j \ .

’ ¢ 56 Qe 8¢5 O

RUMC Book Group: J

on a list of missing children.
th about her father, the
mately herself.

ssion will i
Drive in Munster) on Monday,
orite appetizer to share! T ST SRS RGN

Chlristmas $mhc£

d)

spec
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... this month
Béat her Nl ght

CONNECTING
J
[l

Primetime Odting,:.\. oif

e 2o Thursda ,\ng{e inersiSinie M
L Ao ob WAL P20 A T A Ve’ e
N Wedll celebrate Christmas by gatherin
Performing Arts for a Christmas Luncheon and the 2 p.m. performance of il
. 0Anot her Night Before Christmasoé on THhd
is $42, which includes a catered meal and ticket to the show. If you are a
season ticket holder and would I|i ke

We only have 20 tickets for this event, so please sign up as soon as
possibleonthesign -up sheet across from Kathyads

Hatk your ealendar!
O Chelstaas Dag

NGIRCArSIAY

Christmas blessings,

el heIoneEeuico
At 0, . -

- Ridge Church staff:
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PAGEANT DRESS REHEARSAL
& CHRISTMAS PARTY! '("

There wild/ be a specia dr es s’: ar

Jesus, We Love YoulO on Sat u,@_ "{&Jec

from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall, with a Christmas party
immediately following.

All children are welcome at the party. There
will be food to eat, crafts to make, and holiday
fun for all!

Decembert iSth=clspesalstinday

CHRISTMAS ¥ O0BABY JESUS,
CANTATA  Baahul WE LOVE YOUS

‘ = A O 6@me travel along N
/ with the Ridge ?}
\ *

".ECEO T £ O
Love" skillfully guides

the listener through the Gang as they

Christmas story, as i@l DOAGAT 6 O L(/))

though hearing it again Jesus, We Love *x "

for the first time. Three narrators interject 91 686 " AO \_‘/\

with familiar scripture passages and Christmas Spirit as

personal reflections, while an intriguing our children sing

array of musical styles beautifully express OOAE Al AOOEAOG AO O/ #I1
the essence of Christmas: the gift of the AT A T Ax EAOT OEOAO |1 EEA
&AOEAOB8O 11 0OA8 910 xi160 xAT O OI |1 EOO OEEO
DOAOGAT OADQET 1T 1 £ 0 ADDb ABe suteHd pdt Suhdlag, Oecdmiber 28th Gt
unique perspective in word and music at the 9:45 on | your calendar for our fantastlc

8:30 and 11:00 services. AT 1T OA1 #EEI AOAT 8 C - 0OE

Publicationbds t it [The Connection
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... In the coming months

CONNECTING

MERRY CHRISTMAS
FROM YOUR TSUNAMI BAND

A
g
e

= » -~“..,-__-_, ;‘4 _&;’2‘(';«.: ol s
N ! e Sara, Bro. Joe, Audrey, Katie, Chris,

LR 5 Dan, Sam, Janneal, and Michelle

»e (Ed, Michael and Aiszah not pictured)

3 sl e
. Mﬂp‘:‘ﬂﬁ W Ay

:
i Ty = a5

All are invited: Ridge Family and Friends!

On Friday, January 27th, from 6:30 p.m. till 9 p.rthe Tsunami Band and Singers are having a
c4EATE 91 O0c TECEO8 "0Oi8 *TAh OEA AAT A AINlA OEIT CA
and Nathan, the trustees, volunteersind members, for all the support they have provided F

hpr.

update equipment and make improvements that help the Solid Ground service run smoot

wAiR3IS ! dzOGA2y 2y CSoNdz NE ndk[FV 55 5SQNB
contacting those businesses to see what items they would like
donate, and arrange to pick up the donated items if needed.

We need your help with this effort! Business names and conta
information are posted in the hallway between the church office and the fellowship hall. You

can simply take a business slip off the wall to contact, then sign your name on the list next to the
0dzaAySaaQa yrYSo ¢KIFIG gFe& GKS !''dz0GA2y [ 2YYAUGSS

Also, plan now to attend the auction for a furfilled evening and invite your friends! We
I NB dzaAy3a GKS alyYS OFGSNBNI Fa GKS LINB@A2dza | dzOi
carving station and wonderful desserts. Tickets will go on sale in January. The evening will
0S3IAY H6AGK I AAfSyld IdzOGA2ys F2fift26SR o0&
0ST2NB>X y2¢6 Aa (GKS GAYS® ! yR AF &2dz2Q@S o6SSy 2
definitely return. Watch for more updates coming soon!

The Ridge Church Auction Committee
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... with our youth and preschool

CONNECTING
“\ Youth Ee fr(])rSMri]ddlleYScrt}ﬁol adnd
Christmas Party e one is encourages
‘0“ The Ridge Youth Christmas g br?/ng friends! )
Party will be Sunday,
December 18th. We will
Gift Cards for 2;9;{:;;“;‘;;‘33'; I Youth Shopping
: 0N Trip - S
the Holldays then have hot chocolate _ £
We will be placing orders ~ and continue with our The youth will be (g
for gift cards on these party. All youth are asked ~ 90Ing on their I
Sundays: December 4th, o bring a white elephant ~ annual
and December 11th, Gift  Jift to exchange. A white  SNOPPINg trip on
cards make great gifts, elephant gift is something ~ Saturday, December
and you can also that you already 10th. If you would like to
use them when have at home that go along as a chaperone
you are doing your you no longer have  Pléase contact pastor
own Christmas ' a use for. Wrap the Nathan. Registration has
shopping! All gy "\ giftand bring it to begun andlyou Cin i
proceeds help SN the party. Please register online. Check the
fund our Youth ; * do not spend church _calendar online
programs here at money on a white for details. Plelase mark
Ridge UMC. ' elephant gift. The your calendar!

Christmas party will

R'dgﬁézh;:;my The holiday season has finally arrived and excitement
& is in the air! We are looking forward to the special

activities that will take place over the next few

weeks. On Friday, December 9th we will be

attending the childrends

The Center for Visual and Performing Arts in

Munster. This is an all -school field trip that is open to any family

member who would like to attend.

During class this month, the children will be busy making decorations for our
classroom, working at the owrappingd statio
Pre-Kk cl ass will also once again exper
o3 eé with some magic of our very own.

3

The Ridge Community Preschool staff would like to wish
everyone Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year!
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... within our UMC community

CONNECTING

Ridge UMC Selected for Conference
Church Development Project

Ridge United Methodist Church was one of 50 Indiana churches selected by the Church
Development staff of the Indiana Conference of the United Methodist Church to
participate in a program designed to help churches grow and bring more disciples to
Christ. The initial portion of the project is an 8 -month training session involving both the
pastors and members of the church (laity) to discover strengths and weaknesses. Training
is done in each district (North and South). Both groups d pastors and laityd meet once a
month, and then the pastors and laity of the church meet together monthly as well.

What is the Fruitful Congregation Journey?

Fruitful Congregation Journey (FCJ) is a team-based discovery process that helps

churches to more effectively carry out their ministry to make disciples of Jesus Christ for

the transformation of the world. The first step of the process helps a church develop

effective leaders. Steps 2 and 3 help a church determine what key areas it needs to focus on

in order to become more effective and fruitful
approach, but allows each church to apply the process to its particular ministry context.

The team from Ridge consists of the following persons:

Casey Clarke, Keith Howard, Kathy OO6Brien, Jenni
Tenbarge, Mandy Barbee, Marie Cost, Michael Brandner, Tanya Jones, Jon Lair, Nathan

Whybrew, and Steve Conger. We are all excited about this opportunity to strengthen our

leadership skills and improve how we serve the Lord.

There is a book we read each month as part of our discussion, applying best practices

and principles to our own TéedFvelRracticesof Fruthtlb f ar , we
Congregations, 6 by Bi shop Rodetdditt o SeywnRas el TBkngden, and
Your Churchtothe NextLevel, 6 by Gary Mcl nt osh. |l f you are in

of these books, please let the team know and we will get a copy to you.

As Pastor Steve indicated in our recent charge conference, our church is expected to play
a leadership role in the North District. Being able to be a leader is demonstrating that we
are a growing church, bringing disciples to Christ, and willing to make the necessary
changes to be a relevant part of the body of Christ in the 23t Century.

Please watch the newsletter and other announcements as we discern how Ridge can
become better at reaching out to the unchurched, and welcoming them to find Christ
through our congregation. We will be doing training sessions, asking for your input, and
suggesting changes that, based on the knowledge gained, could grow our congregation.

Submitted by Keith Howard, with excerpts from the Conference website
(http://inumc.org/pages/detail/386 )
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...through mission & music

CONNECTING

Give a Day of H.O.PE. 2012

You can join Tim and Toby Banks, directors of H.O.P.E. Center for Orphaned
Girls in Haiti, in their efforts to nurture and raise 20 Haitian girls as they grow
into adulthood and make a positive impact in their native land. When you
sponsor one or more days on the 2012 calendar project, you will partner with
the Banks to provide the resources necessary to house, clothe, feed and
educate the girls who call H.O.P.E. home and call each other Sister.

This is the major annual fundraising program for the H.O.P.E. Center, which
allows you to sponsor one day of operation of the orphanage for a donation of
$200. Many donors choose to sponsor a day that is significant to them, such as
a birthday or anniversary. Or, many groups work together to sponsor days.

Calendar days are available on a first  -come -first-served basis. The deadline
to sponsor a day and have your name printed on that date in the calendar is
December 8th . You can still purchase a calendar after that date. They will be
printed and mailed mid -December, in time to give as Christmas gifts.

Examples of previous calendars can be found on the Missions bulletin board

near the Fellowship Hall. The full -color backing features beautiful pictures of

the girls, which serves a s a reminder of
lives in Haiti. Each tear -off month page shows examples of their artwork and
identifies the girlsd birthdays. Sponsored
and the reason that date was chosen (birthday or anniversary).

What better gift to give than another day of H.O.P.E. for those less fortunate
than us? Please consider making Give A Day of H.O.P.E. a tradition for your
family and friends. You can choose your date online at www.haitihope.org,

or by using the forms posted on the Mission bulletin board. All payments
should be made payable to CSI Ministries, Inc., and mailed to CSl at P.O. Box
841, Muncie, IN 47308 . If you have questions, you can call Mary Jo Smith at
365-4224, or email terrymaryjosmith@sbcglobal.net

Do you love listening to our choirs? Do you
wonder how those people ringing the
handbells make it looks so easy? Do you
wish you had joined one of our musical

groups | ast September ?
late! The fist of January is a great time to

come aboard. Just contact Peggy Schu,
Director of Musi c, i f
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... with thanks

(continued from page 1)

resin product, so you can imagine, it created quite a scEmery piece was unwrapped and
individually inspectedEventually they decided it was OK and left me to wrap it all up again
(knowing that we were headed to the airport in a couple hours and would have to do it all
again). | was all set to open up the bags and show each of the nativity pieces when the oft
A1 SR YSY 452 @&2dz KI @S | 0l 08 jusviadtdzaugiiyey G
6SNBE AONBSyAy3dI F2N SELX 2aAr08a> FyR &Sid i
the world in my suitcase.

Every time | go, | realize that | may never get babkve been blessed to visit Israel/Palestine
many times, and every time, | am amazed at the way that God uses this experience to ope
eyes to something new.

Thanks for letting me have the opportunity to visit this wonderful land again!

Pastor Steve

THANK YOU!

I AEC O(AIT1TTA6 O 1T U MMEA+ACEANO/ BEOEMRE h) O f

I £ Ul 6h AT A OEA CiI i A 1 d&ernewtd cdniiied tp thd recknt 1
ETTAAT OT A AO )o6i AIEI CE/ADOAT 81 A A0 AEIGDREU 7E

great. #1171 61T EOU $AUNRGS

| appreciated all the recovery cards and birthday  \yethankall for the warm welcome and
cards. | really enjoy reading the Ridge newsletter. \york involved to make this a great day.
Thanks so much. All Saints was very impressive

and | wish | could have been there to . . The luncheon was delicious and we look
AT 11 AT OAOGA "EI160 DAOOEfdrV\%\f%forseeingyou

f e n o TEL O #EAEUAT & ¢ oA a oA
)y EAOA ETETAA OEA 3AI E&)u?sm%e'?e?h%ﬁké' O #1 OA AO
Christian Living Association. | have met some ’
new friends and it is a good organization.

JoAn Allen and Nelda Heller
My thoughts and prayers are with all of you.
Sincerely,

Evelyn Anderson

CONNECTING

~—
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...In ministry

CONNECTING
= Q)
=
USHERS GREETERS
8:30 8:30
Mark Alberson 12/4  Clester & Jacque Goins
Larry Giannini 12/11 Clester & Jacque Goins
Chuck Lair 12/18 Clester & Jacque Goins
9:45 9:45
12/4 Ron & Kellie Brandner Justin & Becky Cox

12/11 Sue Capps & Sylvia Gould
12/18 Sue Capps & Sylvia Gould
12/25 Bill & Maria Yost

11:00

12/4  LaVern Grasty & Dorothy Seefurth
12/11 Dean & Marleen Hunter

12/18 Larry & Phyllis Washington

11:00 12/25 LaVern Grasty & Shirley Franks

Lew Grasty

John Novak

Rich Matthews
Shirley Matthews

LITURGISTS HOSPITAITY
8:30 8:30 & 11:00
12/4 Mandy Barbee Rachel Circle
12/11  Wes Lukoshus
9:45
12/4  Marie Cost
11:00 Liz Pluta
12/4 Michael Brandner 12/11 Tom & Sue Gajewski
12/11  Casey Clarke 12/18 Karen Groszewski

Pagel0 THE CONNECTION



...with our members

Happy Birthday!

1 Pat Cappo 11 Keith Howard 25 Alison Biggs
Linda Huber Vicki Miskimins Zoey Chnupa
David Lopez 12 Alice Altherr 26 Melissa Webber

2 Samantha McKinley Marie Jones Pat Wiman
Rita Morris 14 Kellie Brandner 27 Eleanore Kirincic
Mike Nielsen Erin Tabari Don Scatena
Katie Sly 15 Karen Wood Dorothy Seefurth

7 EllaBirgel Millie Gresham 28 Lisa Percak
David Byrne 16 Rob Groszewski Bob Ray
Lee Gile Phyllis Lund 29 Betty Lukoshus

8 Joel Bandstra Heidi Phipps Jean Stricklin
Timothy Giannini 17 Jackie Novorita 30 Bill Allen
Terry Smith Michelle Waggenspack Jan Watson

9 Nicole Bazewicz 18 Diane Comandella 31 Will Caddick
Jule Keeler 19 John McCarty Emily Kitchell

10 Daniel Percak 21 Tom Gajewski

December Annivercaries

Bob & Deb Birgel December 8
Nick & Heather Burmester December 26

ALLIN THE FAM(Y

Baptisms Homebound
Evan Michael Kozy Helen Thomas Connee Sutter
November 13th Phyllis Lund Helen Tweedle
Geneva Boyd Fred & Norma Strickland
Passings George Erickson Richard Kopp
Rosemary Herald Walter Dee
Willna Joyce Ira Vis Jack & Virginia Koehler
October 26th June Brockel Lee Gile
Monte Fowdy Owen Keil
Margaret Davis Tessie Carroll Jean Miskimins

November 17th

John Ashenbremer

CONNECTING
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ship: 8:30,9:45& 1

Sunday School 9:4
A RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

en Conger, Senior
Nathan Whybrew,

TIME DATED MATERIAL ]
PLEASE RUSH

. Deadline for the !
January 2012
! Connection ;
! is December 15th !

Join us on Saturday, December 24th as
birth of Christ with three special services,
Sanctuary.

5:00 p.m..
Afamily-or i ent ed ser vi

Ti me, 6 when childr
s. They will hear a special Christmas story and enjoy
parents for the conclusion of the service.

om in the Sanctuary




