Scripture Lesson: Matthew 3:13-17- Let’s read this together

Baptized by…

Fire 

Tornado

Flood

What does it mean to be baptized.  We are baptized into something.  Jesus was baptized into the beginning of ministry.  The disciples were baptized by ministry and miracles and into a group who followed Jesus.  When we are baptized at church we are baptized into the community of faith.  Today at 11 o’clock we are having a baptism in which Jack Ray will be baptized into the family of God here at Ridge Church.  When we baptized a child we are saying as a community that we agree to covenant with the parents to help this child in the Christian faith.  Even though the baptism is not in this service I wanted to give you the opportunity to respond to the baptism in the same way that those at the 11 o’clock service will.  You see, it is not only those people who are in Jack’s faith community but each of us here at Ridge are a part of this community.  Please read with me the congregational response to the baptism of Jack Ray.
It is so great to welcome people into the faith community.

It is interesting though because I have thought of other communities and I see that many of them have some kind of baptism or marking or a way to be initiated.  Gangs have hazings and tattoos.  Sport teams have pranks on rookies.  Other groups are performance based initiations.  You do this and now you can be a part of the community.  Baseball records.  Academic fraternities and sororities.  These groups you do and then you get to be initiated.
The Christian Church is different.  You get initiated, baptized, and then you get to do.  Do what you may ask?  You get to serve God.  You get to be involved in a faith community that shows others love, kindness, and empathy.  

You must get involved to be baptized.  Pastor Steve has gotten involved in the volunteer efforts for the flood relief by helping the faith-based groups to come together.  He has been baptized by that pursuit in ways he never knew possible.  He now has knowledge of several disaster groups that he never thought he would ever know.  He now has knowledge of flooding and of levees and of mold and cleaning supplies, all because he got involved and allowed himself to be baptized by flood.
Many of you have also been baptized with knowledge and information as you have gotten involved in the flood efforts.  

The main point I want you take away today is that sometimes the best way to build community; sometimes the best way to belong to a community; sometimes the best way to grow within a community is to let ourselves be baptized by fire.  What we may find is knowledge, inspiration, belonging, growth in faith, and togetherness.  It would be so easy for me to stand back and let Steve handle everything going on by himself but I would not be able to learn about being a pastor unless I get involved.  

Is it always going to be easy once we get baptized?  No.  Will we have set backs in our attempt to be part of the faith community? Absolutely.  Christianity is not pain free.
In fact, the story is told about the baptism of King Aengus by St. Patrick in the middle of the fifth century. Sometime during the rite, St. Patrick leaned on his sharp-pointed staff and inadvertently stabbed the king's foot. After the baptism was over, St. Patrick looked down at all the blood, realized what he had done, and begged the king's forgiveness. Why did you suffer this pain in silence, the Saint wanted to know. The king replied, "I thought it was part of the ritual."

The blessings of being baptized far outweigh the pain that we sometimes feel.

The question this morning is whether we are willing to allow ourselves to be baptized by fire in order to work for God and build our faith community.  I have put together a list of some of the ways you can allow yourselves to be baptized by fire here at Ridge Church.

Remember your baptism this morning.  Remember that you were baptized into the family of God.  You were baptized into this faith community.  Please continue to be involved in this community, even if you try something new.  Even if you do not feel skilled enough.  Let yourself be baptized by fire in order to grow and to help our community grow.

