
Beginning on Sunday, August 14 and continuing to Sunday, September 4, we will begin a sermon 
series called: SETTING SAIL. We are born, we live, and eventually we die. Is it possible to live out 
our days having never really experienced the voyage that God intends?  What does that voyage 
look like, and how do we ensure that we've truly lived it? Drawing upon the imagery of ships and 
seafaring, and the stories of three very different voyages in the Bible-- those of Noah, Jonah and 
Peterςwe will see, in new ways, how we can embark on the voyage we were made for, and how 
we navigate through the storms, into the deep waters, and ultimately arrive safely at the far side 
of the sea. If you long for a vibrant spiritual life, and you're ready to leave the shallow waters 
behind, you won't want to miss a single week of this exciting series. 
 

Starting September 18th, I will begin DISCIPLE II: INTO THE WORD INTO THE WORLD. This 32-
week study encourages people to hear what God has to say to them through the Bible, and to be 
guided into service in the world by Scripture and their study of it. During the year, we will 
primarily concentrate on four books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Luke, and Acts. Appropriate 
connections are made to other parts of Scripture, both through reading and study assignments, 
and through commentary in the study manual. Participants will read familiar passages, see them 
in fresh ways, and learn to listen, so that God can speak to them through these stories. It is 
helpful if you have already completed the introduction year of DISCIPLE, but it is not mandatory. 
If you have not taken the first DISCIPLE class, please give me a call, and we can discuss if jumping 
into DISCIPLE II is right for you. I have been teaching DISCIPLE Bible Study for over 20 years, and 
have found it a valuable tool to help people grow in their relationship with God. It is a 
transformational study that encourages you to change some habits and replace them with 
Spiritual Disciplines. Yet the thing that I love about DISCIPLE is that it is a study that is relevant to 
how we live every day. It is not study, just to learn, it is study to grow and be transformed. 
 

A couple of other quick notes. First, Nancy and I no longer have a landline at our home. It is a long 
story, but after two weeks of unsuccessful attempts at getting our landline fixed, I decided to just 
ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ bŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ L ōƻǘƘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜǎΣ ǎƻ L ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƭƛƴŜ 
anyway. My cell number is 219-757-1109, feel free to call it anytime. If I cannot answer 
ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪΦ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ŎŜƭƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ  
219-757-1311. If you call our old home phone number it will direct you to my cell phone. 
 
Second, we have a person who is looking for a ride to church each week. He lives in Griffith and 
would like to attend the 11:00 a.m. service.  If you can help bring him occasionally (or if you 
would be willing to provide a ride to others who might have a need) please let the office know. 
Your help in this ministry is greatly appreciated. 
 
Third, as I mentioned a couple of weeks ago, Nathan and I would like your feedback.  Would you like us 
ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻƴ άDƻŘ ƻƴ CƛƭƳΣέ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
contemporary culture? If so, 
please give us some feedback as 
to what we could do to make it 
better. If you feel that we should 
not preach on these themes, let us 
know that as well. You can email 
me your thoughts: 
steve@ridgeumc.org 
 

Wishing you great joy in these 
dog days of summer! 
 
Pastor Steve 
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...through VBS 

From July 11th through July 15th, Ridge Church hosted 
about 100 little ñchefsò who cooked up lots of fun and 

faith during ñSKAKE IT UP CAFEò VBS. 
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Once again, the Environmental Mission 

Team is joining Nikeõs shoe drive, and 

we need your help! For the entire 

month of August, bring us as many 

worn-out athletic shoes as possible 

and toss them into the special 

collection bins outside each entrance 

instead of tossing them into the trash. 

Weõll send them to Nike, where theyõll 

be turned into 

athletic surfaces  

for playgrounds, 

basketball courts, and running tracks. 

òGently-wornó shoes will be donated to 

local organizations. Please remember : 

athletic shoes only, no metal, cleats 

or dress shoes, and no sandals or 

flip flops.  
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RUMC Book Group: MANHUNT 
 

Determined to find herself a husband, a young woman 

trades in her glamorous career and upscale Princeton 

condo for a rustic log cabin and a ramshackle hardware 

store in Alaska. It isnõt long before she exactly what sheõs 

looking for ñbut heõs determined NOT to get caught in a 

serious relationship.  

 
Find out if girl gets guy, and join the discussion of òManhuntó 

on Monday, August 22nd at 7 p.m.  

PRIMETIME THURSDAY, AUGUST 18TH @ 
3 FLOYDS 

 

Join your Primetime friends for lunch at 3 Floyds 
in Munster. Weôll meet at Ridge Church at 11:30 

a.m. and head over to the restaurant.  
 

You can sign up on the bulletin board across 
from Kathyôs office. 
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Put a smile on their faces with school supplies 
LǘΩǎ ōŀŎƪ-to-school time, and Ridge Church will again be collecting backpacks and school supplies 
for children (elementary through high school) living at Capes House, the homeless shelter in 
Hammond. Ridge members have been very generousτƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
.LD ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ млл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
been able to stock a supply closet at Capes House for children who arrive throughout the school 
ȅŜŀǊΦ !ǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ŀƴȅ άŜȄǘǊŀέ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ 
¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
 
Since school supplies are all on sale this time of year, we are asking members to pick up a few 
items on the list below for the kids. Labeled boxes will be near each church entryτplease bring 
them no later than Sunday, August 27th, as school in Hammond begins August 31st. Please help 
Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǎƳƛƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǎƳƛƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘΗ 
 

Backpacksτnew or gently used, all sizes 
Markersτany type 
Pensτany color, blue & black most needed 
Loose-leaf paper, wide ruled 
Spiral notebooks, any kind 
#2 pencils and erasersτblock or cap types 
Pocket folders 
Scissors, pointed tips preferred 
Highlighters 
Plastic pencil boxes 
Boxes of facial tissue, large size 
Kitchen storage bags (zip-lock), gallon & quart sizes 
Boxes of baby wipes 
Dry erase markers 
Computer flash drives (used are OK) 
Crayola Crayons, 24 pack or smaller 
DƭǳŜ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ 9ƭƳŜǊΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎƭǳŜ 
Cash for other needed items 
 

Thank you so very much to our Ridge 
Church family for all of your kindness, 
thoughts and prayers during our 
pregnancy. It means so much to have you 
in our lives and we know we are blessed! 
 Love, 

Chris, Tracy, Madeline, Sebastian,  
and Evan Kozy 
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GOLF OUTING & 

PICNIC, 

SATURDAY  

AUGUST 27TH @ 

10 A.M.  
 

The Ridge Church 

Monday golf league 

is hosting an all -

church golf outing 

and picnic at 

Wicker Park ñopen 

to all church members and guests, and 

all level of golfers. If you enjoy the 

game of golf, come out and play!  

 

Golf will start at 10 a.m. and is four -

member team best ball. The green and 

cart fee is $35 per player. You may 

request your own foursome, or be 

assigned to one.  

 

The picnic will follow at approximately 

2:30 p.m. You do not have to golf to 

attend the picnic. The golf league will 

provide drinks, meat products, paper 

items and utensils. Those attending can 

bring a side dish or dessert, but this is 

optional.  

 

If you have questions, see Larry 

Temple or Dave Miller. If you plan to 

attend ñand we hope for a good 

turnout! ñplease sign up on the bulletin 

board across from the church office.  

 

 

 

 

 

The RidgeRingers bell choir is still raising funds to 

pay for needed handbell repairs, so we are 

participating in Market Day in August. Look for 

fliers and order forms near the church entryways and 

after services on August 7th. 

 

Market Day provides many frozen items in individual 

servings that make easy dinners for just one or two 

people. The RidgeRingers will keep 10% or more of 

each purchaseðand you will eat well! There are 

several ways to purchase from this fundraiser: 

 

Call Kathy Giannini at 789-3096 with the item 

numbers and quantities for purchase. 
 

Email kathleen.giannini@comcast.net with your 

name, address, phone number and item numbers 

and quantity. 
 

Log in to MarketDay.com, assign account 

number 13271, create a user name and password, 

and follow the prompts to enter your order. 

Please call or email Kathy Giannini to let her 

know that you entered an order so we get 

financial credit. Current Market Day customers 

can use their regular account and just change the 

account number. 
 

Drop off your order form with Holly in the 

church office by Friday, August 19th at noon.  

 

The deadline for online orders is August 19th at 11 

p.m. The computer system locks the sale at that time. 

 

Order pick-up is on Monday, August 22nd, between 

5 and 6 p.m. at the Munster High School cafeteria 

DOOR Q. Payment is cash or check: no credit cards 

processed on site. If you cannot pick up at that time, 

please make arrangements IN ADVANCE with 

Kathy Giannini to prepay and have your order 

delivered to you, picked up later at church or at 

Kathyôs house. 

 

For questions, call Kathy at 924-1355 or 789-3096. 

To support RidgeRingers without calories, a donation 

for RidgeRingers is always appreciated. 

 

CONNECTING 

Page 5 



... next month 

THE CONNECTION 

 

 
 

A new season of WWE (Wonderful 

Wednesday Evening) will begin on 

September 21st at 6 p.m. If you havenõt 

come out in the past, come join us for a 

great meal and fellowship, followed by a 

time of study for adults. Dinners are $5 for 

adults and $2.50 for children under age 12. 

 

New this fall: We will have two meals 

each month catered by local restaurants. 

On those weeks, we will need volunteers 

to prepare beverages, set out plates, 

silverware and napkins, and put food on 

the serving table. You do not have to 

prepare or pick up any of the meal. Please 

see Kathy OõBrien if you would be willing 

to help out once or twice during the year. 

As you clean out closets to help make room for new back-to-school 
items, we need your kidôs stuff! The childrenôs Ministry Team 
will be holding their ñBack to School Kidôs Stuff Saleò on Friday and 
Saturday, September 9th and 10th. We need items for children 
through teenagers. We would love clothes (especially fall items, but 
weôll take all kinds), shoes, infant items, and toys. You can bring your 
stuff to church the week of the sale. Watch for more details and ways 
that you can sign-up to help with sorting, pricing, and helping on the 
days of the sale. 

 

You can make a difference when you 

join the Environmental Missions Team 

as we head to Kemil Beach, part of the 

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, on 

Saturday, September 17th for the 

annual International Coastal Cleanup. 

Weõll meet at church at 8 a.m., and 

join up with a team from the Northwest 

Indiana Parrothead Club to clean the 

lakeshore until noon.  

 

This is the fifth year that Ridge Church 

is participating in Adopt -a-Beach. 

Last year, more than 10,000 

volunteers (including those from 

Ridge) removed 31,295 pounds of 

trash from 292 locations in Illinois, 

Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio 

and Wisconsin.  

 

Watch for sign -ups soon!  
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... through music 

Musical Opportunitieséfor YOU! 
òHe who singsñand rings!ñprays twiceó 

 
!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƻƛǊ ƻǊ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘōŜƭƭǎ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǳƴΣ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ 
from the stresses of the day, and promotes friendships. But did you know that when you sing in a 
choir, or ring handbells, or play a musical instrument, you are also a worship leader? Just like a 
liturgist or a pastor, you are filling an important role in helping the body of worshipers lift their 
hearts in praise to God. What an important job that is! And if you have musical abilities, God has 
blessed you with a gift that is so amazingτhow could you not share it for His glory? 
 
Ridge UMC currently has three musical groups that will help you share that gift: 
 

Chancel Choir   
Rehearses on Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. (September through end of May) 

Sings every Sunday at 11 a.m. service. (Sept through early June) 
        Also sings for special services on Christmas Eve and during Holy Week. 

Presents one cantata a year. 
 

Sanctuary Singers   
Rehearse on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. (September through May) 

Sings on the first Sunday of the month at 8:30 a.m. service. Does not rehearse on 
this Sunday. 

Fits the schedule of those who attend Solid Groundτyou can practice with us 
before your service begins! 

Very easy music that can be learned in short, 20- to 30-minute rehearsals. 

More informal than Chancel Choirτno robe required!  
 

Ridge Ringers   
Handbell group that rehearses on Monday evenings at 7 p.m. (September             
through May) 

Plays an average of 6 times during the year at both 8:30 and 11:00 services ; also 
Christmas Eve. 

Opportunities for smaller ensemble ringing. 

No ringing experience necessary (we can teach you that!), but should have some 
note-reading experience. 

Another group that fits the schedule of those who attend Solid Ground. We 
hope to play at this service in the upcoming year. 

 
All of our musical groups are intergenerationalτthey are open to both adults and high school 
students. If you are interested in joining a group, call Peggy Schu at (219) 924-5396, or email her at 
peggyschu@yahoo.com. 
 
The Chancel Choir also needs someone to babysit during Thursday evening rehearsals from 7 
ǇΦƳΦ ǘƻ уΥол ǇΦƳΦΣ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нрǘƘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΗ tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ tŜƎƎȅΦ 
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...with our youth and preschool  

 

THE CONNECTION 

 

Youth Car Wash Fundraiser  
The youth will be hosting a car wash during all three worship services on 
Sunday, August 7th. You can drop off your car to be washed and pick it up 
clean and shiny after the service. Donations will be accepted by the youth. All 
money raised at the car wash will help our youth participate in summer 
mission opportunities. 

World Pulse Festival  
 

The Youth will be traveling again this year to the World Pulse Festival in 
South Bend on Saturday, August 13th. This will be a great day filled with 
awesome live music and some very good food. For more information about 
this event and ticket prices, or to sign up, please contact Pastor Nathan. World Pulse 2010 

Youth Stockholder Dinner & Missions Night  
 

The Youth Stockholder Dinner is an evening 
of food and fun! It is also an evening of 
Missions as youth who have participated in 
our summer missions programs here at Ridge 
Church share their experiences.  Come join us 
on Sunday, August 14th, at 6 p.m. to eat 

great food and see and hear from our youth as they recap an 
exciting summer of missions! 

 
The start of another school year is just around the corner, 
with classes beginning Tuesday, September 6th. Curriculum 
plans for the upcoming year include both new and repeated 
�I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H�V�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���P�R�Q�W�K���R�I���V�F�K�R�R�O���Z�H�·�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J��
forward to our usual fun and educational themes �³ �´�$�S�S�O�H�V���µ��
�´�)�U�L�H�Q�G�V���µ�����D�Q�G���´�$�O�O���$�E�R�X�W���0�H���µ���:�H���K�D�Y�H���I�L�H�O�G���W�U�L�S�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���W�R��

a local farm stand, the Environmental Center in Hammond, and the Challenger 
Learning Center at Purdue Calumet.  
 
This is the first year that our Pre -K class will be a five -day program, and it is 
already filled. Our three -day and two -day classes are about half full, which is 
good for this time of year. Sounds like we are off to a good start!  
 
As mentioned last month, we will also take part in the National Night Out 
Against Crime on Tuesday, August 2nd from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Munster 
�&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���3�R�R�O�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���Q�L�J�K�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q�����V�R���L�I���\�R�X�·�U�H���I�U�H�H�����S�O�H�D�V�H��
make plans to attend and stop by the Ridge Community Preschool table to say 
�´�+�L���µ���+�R�S�H���W�R���V�H�H���\�R�X���W�K�H�U�H�� 
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